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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


IF 75 per cent. of architects were able to assimilate and utilise 
25 per cent. of the output [of general ‘‘ know-how’’] our 
environment would be immeasurably more efficient. Whether 
or not it would look better or worse ts not the question, Mr 
Ian McCallum told the RIBA on Tuesday. p. 879 


“WITHOUT THE INTRODUCTION of new methods, 
new labour, and the cutting out of as much site labour as 
possible, the contribution to the school programme in the 
Home Counties would have been practically nil,’ said 


Mr. C. H. Aslin at the RSA on May 19. 
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p. 900 


REPLYING TO A QUESTION on the professional charges 
involved when purchasing land or houses, in the House of 
Commons on May 11, Mr. Macmillan said he was aware 
that these charges made a significant addition to the amount 
which the mortgagor must find as deposit, but necessary pro- 


fessional services had got to be paid for. dD. 


906 


THE POTENTIAL EXPORT market for British pre- 
fabricated houses was referred to by Sir David Eccles 
at the Royal Sanitary Institute on May 12. Much business 
could be done, he said, ian NATO countries where US troops 

p. 907 


were stationed. 


BUILDING WAGES, as from Monday next, have been 
increased by 13d. an hour. 


p. 914 


AN ARCHITECTS’ GUILD 


A! the recent annual general meeting of the RIBA, a 

highly placed officer, parrying a critic’s contention 
that the Council’s dilatoriness in dealing with matters of 
moment smacked of Civil Service practice, explained reas- 
suringly that in his experience delay in government depart- 
ments was caused solely by a necessary thoroughness in 
searching for the esinplete and correct answer. Lack of 
report, he led us to believe, did not imply that a cartridge 
was not in the breech, but that the target was being carefully 
selected and aim being accurately taken. In this knowledge 
we must assume that the Council’s rejection of the proposal 
made by the British Architects’ Guild was not made in haste. 
It was, after all, accompanied by the assertion that the then 
unknown result of the questionnaire could in no way affect 
the decision. The silence of the Guild after the Council’s 
missive may mean that it has received a mortal wound or, 
more likely, that it is “‘ playing possum.” In either case the 
result of the Institute’s questionnaire, which we published last 
week, is sufficient to bring the Guild back to life. Without 
any shadow of doubt a union such as it declared itself to be has 
been proved to be desired by a substantial majority of those 
who answered the questionnaire. 


More than half of the members of the Institute in Britain 
completed and returned their forms. This is a much greater 
proportion than that which takes the trouble to complete the 
Council ballot papers or to answer a President’s appeal for 
funds for the ABS. It proves conclusively that the questions 
posed by the form are prominent in the minds of many mem- 
bers and that these members believed that the matter was 
one which called for action first on their own account and 
subsequently, but, we submit, soon, by the Council. 


The analysis of the result clearly shows that the majority 
of architects employed in central and local government 
departments are dissatisfied with these unions (the IPCS 
and NALGO) which at present have their support. It suggests 
that many assistants in private practice feel the need for an 
architects’ union other than the ABT. It proves that over 
three-fifths of those who answered the questionnaire would 
welcome and join a union sponsored by the RIBA. The 
result, it must be admitted, cannot be considered in the same 
light as a Gallup poll—it does not follow, for instance, that 
three-fifths of all members of the Institute would join the 
union, but there can be no doubt that at least one-third of them 
would do so and that many more would, sooner or later, follow 
their example. Opposition to the sponsored union, it will be 
conceded, has come not only from those, be they employers 
or employees, who see red at any liberal move, but also from 
militant supporters of other unions. These latter will not 
spurn a new organisation after it has proved itself. 


The duty of the Council is obvious. It must sponsor 
an architects’ trade union. The dangers of inaction or delay 
are grave. The alternative courses open are simple; either 
a new union can be formed or an existing union must be 
prevailed upon to alter its constitution so that it conforms with 





876 


the expressed needs of a substantial number of the members 
of the Institute and with the wishes of the Council. 


It will be argued that since the ABT is already represented 
on the Council of the Institute and to that extent is recognised, 
then the negotiations with it should be opened without delay. 
On the other hand, in spite of recognition and its many years 
of existence it has never attracted more than a handful of 
architects and has achieved little for its few members. If 
it were to cast out all non-architects, to change its name, to 
withdraw its affiliation to the TUC and to submit, for the time 
being, to every wish of the Institute, it is very doubtful 
whether it wouid command the trust of those it has for so 
long failed to convince. The Council would be courting 
failure by opening negotiations with the ABT, and may well 
lay itself open to the charge of deliberately sabotaging the 
idea of a sponsored union. 


The formation of a new union would seem to be the obvious 
course if it were not for the fact that the British Architects’ 
Guild answers all the requirements of the majority of those 
who answered the questionnaire. The formation by the RIBA 
of a rival to the Guild would be as petty as was its earlier 
disdain of all interest in it. It could be explained only by 
jealousy, spite or mistrust. ; 


The present strength of the RIBA is beyond question. 
Its weakness lies in the continual failure of the Council to 
give unequivocal support to views which are held by the 
majority of the profession and in its habit of temporising while 
situations deteriorate beneath its nose. A new Council 
which meets for the first time on July 6 now has the opportunity 
of proving itself of better mettle than its predecessors. It 
can approach the Guild with dignity and request the modifica- 
tions of any aspect of the Guild’s aims and constitutions which 
may offend it and, if the Guild bends, as it surely must, then 
Institute members can be exhorted to support it. If the 
Guild were to refuse to conform, then the Council would be 
correct in going ahead rapidly in the formation of a rival. 
The IAAS can take credit for anticipating the result of the 
questionnaire, it can expect representation on the Governing 
Council of the Guild and, indeed, as the initiator of the Guild, 
can demand it. But it can demand no greater proportion than 
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its membership of the Guild makes reasonable. If the RIBA 
supports the Guild, RIBA members, not the RIBA, will 
control it and the Guild will be the stronger for having the 
support of the IAAS. A rival union must for some long time 
remain a weaker union than the Guild can be. 


Moreover, a reconciliation between the RIBA and the [AAS 
over the Guild could ultimately lead to an absorption of the 
younger body by the stronger. The Institute stands to gain 
much and lose nothing by magnanimity. For too long the 
architectural profession has had cause to regret a feud which 
has now been revived by the Institute. The IAAS have 
many opportunities to anticipate the Institute; if, as the 
RIAS has already done, they organise a pensions scheme for 
employees in private practice, if they formulate proposals for 
the recognition of part-time training, if they continue to be 
a step or two ahead of the RIBA, then slowly they will gain 
adherents and undermine the foundations of Portland Place, 


The Institute must not rest content with its greater 
numbers. 


ARCHITECTS AT TORQUAY 


THE conference of British Architects (the habit of calling 

it the RIBA Conference tends to disguise the fact that 
it is open to all architects) which will opea at ‘Torquay on 
Wednesday next is the first yet to be held at which the Devon 
and Cornwall Society acts as host. This is surprising in view 
of the beauty and architectural interest of the area and the 
warmth of hospitality of the West. The deficiency is now to 
be repaired, and over 600 delegates will descend next week on 
hotel-studded Tor Bay, assured that every care has been taken 
by kind hosts for their enjoyment. 


Only one paper will be read—on Materials and Techniques 
prepared jointly by Messrs W. A. Allen and Edward D. Milk 
—and the reading of this and subsequent discussion should 
fully occupy two mornings. This combination of subject 
and authors should make it comparatively easy for members 
to eschew the sweet pabulum of the day conducted-tours and 
come instead to hear what there is reason to know to be: 
contribution to architectural thought and knowledge of a 
unusually high order. 








W. MARTIN FLEET (Hon. Sec., Devon 
and Cornwall Society). 


VYVYAN SALISBURY, FRIBA 
(President, Devon and Cornwall Society). 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE. This Conference opens at Torquay on Wednesday next, May 26. Seen above at 
some local members who have been closely concerned with organising what promises to be a notable gathering. An article describing 
the area to be visited by the Conference begins on page 883, and the Conference Diary is on page 886. 























Lean” 





EDWARD NARRACOTT, FRIBA 
(Chairman, Conference Committee). 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CHURCH MURALS 


perme will probably have awaited 

with lively interest the outcome 
of the controversy over the mural painting 
by Hans Feibusch, in St. Mary’s Church, 
Goring-by-Sea. Briefly, and judged 
admittedly by Press reports, the diocesan 
advisory committee recommended that 
“no faculty be granted ’’ for the work— 
presumably that it be halted or even 
abandoned—mainly because of objec- 
tions to the treatment of a figure of 
Christ, which differs in some ways from 
conventional representations. If true, this 
form of ‘‘ deviation - hunting’’ seems 
singularly sterile ; the actual appearance 
of the Saviour is a matter of speculation, 
and the convention has notoriously be- 
come characterless and perhaps even 
debased. In these circumstances, it has 
been difficult to escape the uneasy feeling 
that the controversy (as is, unfortunately, 
often the case) is over a type of ‘‘ modern ”’ 
treatment in general principle rather than 
a given instance of its application. 

In a leading article in August, 1952, 
we called attention to an Instruction to 
Bishops by the Sacred Congregation of 
the Holy Office in Rome, which in effect 
left it to them, without benefit of com- 
petent artistic advice, to implement a 
vague warning about “ deviations’”’ in 
sacred art, and clearly shared the doubts 
here expressed. To quote: ‘‘ The history 
of religious art . . . shows the artist as 
generally to be trusted to offend neither 
against religious nor personal suscepti- 
bilities.’ From what is known of 
Feibusch’s work, this certainly applies 
to him, and the view evidently finds 
support from the Bishop of Chichester. 

In over-riding the recommendation and 
granting a faculty for the mural, Dr. 
Bell said, among other wise and pertinent 
things: ‘If the Church is to become 
again . . . a patron of the arts, it must be 
prepared to give them (the artists) that 
degree of liberty without which their 
creative faculties cannot be exercised.”’ 
He added that the Church ‘“ must be 
prepared to trust its chosen artists to ... 
carry through to the end, as fulfilment of a 
trust, the terms of which they understand 
and respect.”” ‘‘ Liberty’’ and “ Trrust,”’ 
it will be seen, are the operative words. 
Dr. Bell has authoritatively stated an 
important principle, which will be noted 
by all designers and could with advantage 
be studied by all potential patrons. 


THE QUEEN’S RETURN 


THE RETURN TO LONDON last Saturday, 
after the Commonwealth tour, of the 
Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and their 
children prompted Messrs. John Lenanton 
and Son, Ltd., the century-old firm of 
timber importers, to give a party for their 
staff and friends at their Millwall wharves 
to witness the progress of the royal yacht, 
Britannia, up river to her berth in the 
Pool of London. A splendid view was 
obtained of the Royal party as they passed 
the beflagged wharves, after which the 
embarking from Tower Pier of the Queen 
Mother and Princess Margaret was seen 


on My A wonderful occasion—in every 
sense | 
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THE ABS BALL 


Sir Davip Ecctes, Minister of Works, 
has consented to become Patron of this 
year’s Architects’ Benevolent Society Ball, 
which is to be held on Thursday, 
December 9. ‘The ball committee also 
announce that it is to be held at Grosvenor 
House. The move from the Dorchester 
Hotel has had to be made because larger 
accommodation is now needed; last year 
all tickets were sold a fortnight before the 
day of the ball. 

The ball is in aid of the fund for Old 
People’s Homes. ‘The profits from the 
last ball, amounting to £2,350, have now 
brought the fund to £15,645 and tke 
announcement of a competition for the 
design of the homes is expected shortly. 
Architects are reminded that this fund 
is separate from the ordinary funds of the 
Society, which continue to need regular 
support. 


DESIGN OF HEALTH BUILDINGS 


A RECENT SURVEY of typical capital 
building programmes of Regional Hospital 
Boards indicates that in the course of the 
next three years the design of building 
projects will be in progress covering out- 
patient departments, casualty and accident 
units, pathological and orthopaedic depart- 
ments, and other specialist departments in 
addition to new general and mental 
hospitals. With the increasing housing 
development, specialist buildings of local 
health authorities, including child welfare 
centres, school clinics and aged persons’ 
homes, will also find a major place in the 
building programme. The Council of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
have therefore decided to hold a conference 
on the Design of Health Buildings. 
This will take place on October 21 and 22, 
next, and is to be opened by the Minister 
of Health, the Right Hon. Ian Macleod, 
MP. A programme of papers by dis- 
tinguished speakers is being drawn up. 

The RIBA Hospitals Committee, on 
whose recommendation the conference is 
being held, hope that it will be of service 
to younger members of the profession who 
are attracted to this highly specialised 
work. Further details concerning the 
conference will be published later. 








COMING EVENTS 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 26 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — “Some African 
Studies,’” by Mr. Hope Bagenal, DCM, FRIBA. 
36, Bedford-square, WC1l. 8 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—Exhibition of 
Queen Mary’s Art Treasures. V. and A. Museum, 
South Kensington, SW7. Continuing until Decem- 
ber 31. Week-days, 10 to 6; Sundays, 2.30 to 6. 


THURSDAY, MAY 27 

THE FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS AND 
FACULTY OF SURVEYORS OF ENGLAND (LONDON BRANCH). 
—Annual general meeting. St. Ermins Hotel, Caxton- 
street, SW1. p.m. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (GROUP 2).—Dinner 
to be followed by talk on ‘‘ Foundations and Under- 
pinning,’’ by Mr. Fordham Pryke. ‘The Cherry Tree,” 
Southgate, N14. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. AGM. 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 5.55 p.m. 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT. Work study 
conference. Royal Hall, Harrogate. 8.45 p.m. Con- 
tinuing until May 29. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDING ESTIMATORS (LONDON AND 
HoME COUNTIES REGION).—Discussion on “ Does the 
Building Industry Need a New Wages Structure ?’”’ 
“ Albert Tavern,’’ 52, Victoria-street, SW1. 7 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MAY 28 


LCC.—Open air exhibition of sculpture Holland 
Park, Kensington. 
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PLANNERS’ TOUR 


NorwWEGIAN and Swedish planners are 
arranging an interesting programme of 
visits and receptions for members of the 
Town and Country Planning Association 
who will be visiting Scandinavia for three 
weeks at the end of August. Mr. F. J. 
Osborn, chairman of Executive, TCPA, 
and Mrs. Osborn will lead the party. 
They will leave England on August 25, and 
the first week will be spent in Norway 
seeing Bergen and Oslo and the sur- 
rounding districts. There will be a one- 
day boat trip on the Oslo fjord and one of 
the civic receptions arranged for the party 
will be lunch at the famous Hill Restau- 
rant ‘‘ Frognerseter.”’ 

Ten days will be spent in Sweden 
visiting Stockholm and Gothenburg, begin- 
ning with a reception in the Stockholm 
Town Hall. Visits have been organised 
to Gustavsburg, Uppsala, and the new 
expanding industrial town of Vasteras. 
In Gothenburg the party will see old and 
new developments, and the harbour. 


AA LEVERHULME SCHOLARSHIP 

THe Leverhulme Scholarship, tenable 
at the Architectural Association School of 
Architecture, London, value £2,000, which 
includes payment of fees and maintenance 
for five years, has been awarded this year 
to Mr. H. T. Moggridge (Tonbridge 
School). 


MUNICIPAL HALL PROJECT 


STOCKTON - ON - TEES CORPORATION’S 
general purposes committee has approved 
a scheme submitted by Mr. Thomas C. 
Hartley, ARIBA, Borough Architect, for 
new municipal buildings which will com- 
prise a three-storey structure with offices 
70 ft. apart, access being by corridors in 
the form of projecting balconies, and the 
space between serving as a municipal hall. 
Mr. Hartley reported to the committee 
that such construction had been used in 
many American hotels where the central 
hall for conventions was flanked by 
residential wings. It had also been most 
attractively achieved at the recently- 
completed Aarhus (Denmark) Town Hall. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, May 20, 1854 

Vacant LAND NEAR ST. Pavut’s.—A 

deputation from the committee appointed 

at the Institute of British Architects, 

attended the Improvement Committee 


of the Corporation on Monday, by 
appointment on this very important 
subject. ... Mr. Tite, on the part of 


the deputation, explained the part the 
architects had taken. He said they had 
had considerable public agitation of the 
question, and deemed it their first duty 
to submit the matter to the Improvement 
Committee ; that Sir Christopher Wren’s 
idea of having the cathedral surrounded 
by a large open area had been defeated ; 
but that circumstances had now occurred 
which rendered that possible which was 
formerly believed to be impossible ; that 
the leaving this space open would give 
air and increased accommodation, so 
much required in a public point of view ; 
and that it would furnish the most 
splendid view of one of the finest works of 
architecture in the world. 





















** When an architect is free from his 

employment 
And maturing his provoking little 
plans, 
His capacity for innocent enjoyment 
Is just as great as any honest man’s.” 
a*,With apologies to “The Pirates of 
Penzance.’? The Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects are hosts to this year’s British 
Architects’ Conference, which opens at Torquay 
on Wednesday next. 











SCULPTURE AT THE AA 
Mr. Peri’s Exhibition 


I FIND IT HARD to write about Mr. Peter 
L. Peri’s work on show at the AA, opened 
by Sir Hugh Casson on May 17 (writes 
Basil Marriott). The intentions are good. 
First, as the ambitious title suggests 
(‘‘ some new aspects of sculpture in relation 
to architecture and the home’’) a tradi- 
tional relationship needs re-establishing : 
second, although I have constantly urged 
that some art can be “‘ taken in’”’ almost 
in less time than it takes to wait one’s 
turn for the New Yorker, AA members 
tend to plead “No Time for Art.” If 
this is the beginning of a policy of bringing 
the mountain to Mahomet, it is welcome. 
As Sir Hugh pointed out, it is not com- 
petitive with the art galleries “ proper.’ 
But the choice is puzzling. Mr. Peri is a 
perplexing artist: the interest of his in- 
triguing “‘ semi-detached ”’ figurines on 
that unfortunately-chosen wall at the South 
Bank seemed hardly borne out, for in- 
stance, by his one-man show at the 
“‘ Artists’ House ”’—and I reluctantly con- 
cluded that something about Mr. Peri 
eluded me. 

That is not necessarily a criticism: a 
critic, however, must try and distinguish 
what he likes (or dislikes) from what is 
good (or bad) of its kind. My misgivings 
are mainly prompted when Mr. Peri 
ventures on the thin ice of making two- 
dimensional “ pictures ’’ out of an essen- 
tially three - dimensional and plastic 
medium. 

In the round, Mr. Peri is a different 
proposition : several of his small figures— 
such as ‘‘man on crutches,’ “ woman 
scrubbing,’ and others—have a sense of 
urgency and action, and of structural 
“ build-up ”’ and texture. But I remain 
puzzled both by Mr. Peri and the policy 
which guided the choice. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SALARIED ARCHITECTS : WHERE 
NOW ? 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Having read in your issue of 
May 14 that a fair number of salaried 
architects are in favour of a Trade Union, 
may I mention that I have been approached 
as to whether I would give my support to 
a Federation of Architectural Employers ? 
So may I inquire : ‘“‘ Where do we go from 
here ?”’ 

I have given my views that I am not in 
favour of a ' TU nor of a Federation, but 
are we to anticipate that there are to be 
formed many different new associations, 
not overlooking the possibility that some- 
one will think of a bright idea of setting 
up something like ‘‘ London Master 
Architects,” and that other cities will 
follow suit? If so, the result can only 
be to prejudice salaried architects obtain- 
ing higher salaries, and much harm will be 
done to the profession as a whole. Are 
employers and employees to be expected 
to find more money for supporting these 
two forces, from which no one will benefit 
and the only result be to bring about a 
distasteful atmosphere in the profession ? 

It is no use anyone thinking that a 
Federation and a Trade Union will not 
adopt, as time goes on, the objects we 
all know to have been exercised by most 
Federations and Unions in the past in 
holding the public to ransom ; if they do 
not, can either side get anywhere in 
negotiation ? I can foresee the masters 
shutting their staffs out and training others 
to fulfil the positions, resulting in their 
firms being advertised to the public, and 
employees withdrawing their labour and 
marching up and down outside their 
places of employment so that they may 
also advertise themselves. 'The worst 
view must be accepted on how these two 
opposing forces are likely to operate, and, 
if my interpretation is correct, I feel that 
ARCUK will find it difficult to cope. 

In any case salaried architects will have 
to be patient because the RIBA have a 
very difficult problem on their hands, 
which will involve a lengthy consultation 
with ARCUK before any attempt is made 
in setting up an organisation solely for 
accommodating salaried architects. 'The 
answer may be found in the setting up of 
something like an ‘‘ Association of British 
Architects ’’ to accommodate both groups 
as the negotiating authority for dealing 
with fees and salaries, and to bring about 
the unification of the profession, which it 
now lacks. 

W. MacDonatp. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W4. 


JOINT CONSULTATIVE BOARD 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I refer, if you please, to the 

Robertson’ Report published in your 

issue of April 2 last, and paragraph 54 in 
particular. 

The chairman and the committee of the 
Torquay and District Joint Consultative 
Board of Architects and Builders wish to 
draw your attention to the existence of 
their organisation which has been operat- 
ing since February 23, 1933, and is 
believed to be the oldest in the country. 











May 21 1954 


The membership consists of architects, 
quantity surveyors, chartered structural 
engineers and builders, with associates in 
all categories. 

The Board has regularly sat over the 
past years, and since the war meetings 
have been held monthly. These take the 
form of business of the members one 
month, with a lecture in the following 
month. Thus this Board net only har- 
moniously discusses difficulties between 
the industry and profession, but is also of 
educative nature. 

Once a year a dinner is held at which 
the industry is not to be discussed, but is 
devoted entirely to sociability. The 
speakers consist of solicitors, explorers, 
sailors and anyone unconnected with the 
industry. 

The aims of the Board are: (a) the 
general advancement of the building 
industry ; (6) the care and protection of 
the interests of its members; (c) the 
affording of mutual assistance by con- 
sultation, advice and mediation, and the 
promotion of personal intercourse among 
the members. 

It is generally considered that this 
organisation fulfils a most useful purpose, 
and there is seldom a difficult point 
arising which cannot be cleared without 
reference to higher authority. 


C. F. J. 'THurtey. 
51, Hyde-road, Paignton, Devon. 


MR. W. HANNEFORD-SMITH 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The death (no doubt hastened by 

- the loss of his wife last October) of 
Mr. Hanneford-Smith, following only a 
year or so after that of Mr. Harry Batsford, 
removes another familiar figure from the 
architectural publishing world and an- 
other member of the older school of kindly 
humanity which to-day seems threatened 
(at least outside the architectural pro- 
fession) with serious diminution. As it was 
not, at the time, practicable to write about 
“Mr. Harry,’’? may I couple them to- 
gether as men who, in my own youth, 
and presumably many others’, showed 
genial and encouraging interest? My 
first recollection of Mr. Batsford was of 
his suggestion that I should stay in the 
shop because it was raining—‘‘ my noble 
youth,” he added; and the earliest 
distinct recollection of Mr. Smith was 
his quick recognition of interest shown in 
the page-proofs of a new work, and (later) 
of his tactful attempts to ameliorate the 
conditions of employment that he evidently 
saw were unideal. ‘‘ Why not send Mr. 
Roberts to see the building ?”’ he once 
asked the chief assistant. ‘‘ You can go 
to-morrow afternoon, Roberts,’’ replied 
the assistant (‘‘ to-morrow’ was Satur- 
day !). “‘ Smith of Batsford’s ’’ (as he was 
then generally called) was looked upon as 
an oracle in Sir Banister (then Mr) 
Fletcher’s office. From books on Tibet 
to removing red-ink stains from leaves, 
the first instinct was to ‘phone him. 
During the war (though occasion to see him 
was rare) he aged considerably, but 
always had a word of appreciation 0 
someone’s efforts or of somebody who had 
passed on. 

H. V. Mo.eswortH Roberts. 
Wallington, Surrey. 



































































































A 


The p 
discussed 
meeting 
Editor, ‘ 
(Editor ‘ 
SADG, 


RI 
hz 
architect 
Berlin ir 
Loudon’: 
1834 anc 
de Arc 
to appea 
of the ’s« 
serve to i 
journalis: 
intention 
larise a! 
ladies) 
consciou: 
title was 
and Jour 
ture, Bu: 
various ; 
with,” 2 
pursued 
when he 
was nece 
small in 
achieving 
without 
the last 
late frost 
has suff 
have be 
preventer 
and at ve 
the freez 
return of 
cases, ha’ 
done to 
writer th 
the pipes 
In th 
number 
disappea: 
were 15 
imported 
and 20 
Unfortur 
investiga’ 
which b 
to the | 
to-day. 
You m 
weekly ; 
particula: 
countries 
without 
course, 
architect 
country | 
Canada « 
technical 
distributi 
high. A 
Italy wo 
backing { 
Supports 
in fact, n 
produces 
the scale 


21 1954 


chitects, 
trructural 
ciates in 


over the 
Meetings 
take the 
ers one 
ollowing 
nly har- 
between 
s also of 


it Which 
d, but is 

The 
xplorers, 
with the 


(a) the 
building 
ction of 

(c) the 
by con- 
and the 
e among 


hat this 
purpose, 
It point 

without 


URLEY, 
n. 


as § 
der 


tened by 
tober) of 
z only a 
Batsford, 
from the 
and an- 
of kindly 
1reatened 
iral pro- 
As it was 
ite about 
them. to- 
n youth, 

showed 
st? My 
d was of 
iy in the 
ny noble 

earliest 
nith was 
shown in 
nd (later) 
orate the 
evidently 
send Mr. 

he once 
u can go 
> replied 
as Satur- 
as he was 
1 upon as 
nen Mr.) 
on Tibet 
m_ leaves, 
one him. 
to see him 
ably, but 
siation of 


y who had 


OBERTS. 








May 21 1954 


THE BUILDER 


ARCHITECTURAL JOURNALISM 


The Pros and Cons of Architectural Criticism 


The purposes of monthly and weekly architectural and technical periodicals were 
discussed in two papers read to the Roval Institute of British Architects at a general 
meeting on Tuesday, May 18, by Mr. Ian McCallum, AADipl., ARIBA (Executive 
Editor, ‘‘ The Architectural Review’) and Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, JP, Hon.ARIBA 


(Editor “‘ The Builder”’). 


The President, Mr. Howard M. Robertson, MC, ARA, 


SADG, was in the chair. Following are extracts from the papers :— 


R. McCALLUM said: As far as I 
have been able to discover, the first 
architectural periodical was published in 
Berlin in 1829, to be followed by J. C. 
Loudon’s “ Architectural Magazine’”’ in 
1834 and César Daly’s ‘“‘ Revue Générale 
de l’Architecture’’ in 1840. _None was 
to appear in America until the beginning 
of the ’seventies. Loudon’s magazine will 
serve to indicate the nature of architectural 
journalism at this time. One of his stated 
intentions in publishing it was to ‘‘ popu- 
larise architecture (especially amongst 
ladies) and make the patrons more 
conscious of what is going on.”? The full 
title was ‘‘ The Architectural Magazine 
and Journal of Improvement in Architec- 
ture, Building and Furnishing and in the 
various arts and trades connected there- 
with,’ a comprehensive aim which he 
pursued most thoroughly for four years, 
when he decided that he had done all that 
was necessary and closed it down. As a 
small indication of how far he was from 
achieving this I would like to quote, 
without comment, a short passage from 
the last volume, of 1838: ‘‘ During the 
late frost, almost every family in England 
has suffered from an evil which might 
have been very nearly, if not entirely, 
prevented by a very simple precaution, 
and at very inconsiderable cost ; I refer to 
the freezing of water in pipes. On the 
return of mild weather, the pipes, in most 
cases, have burst, and great injury has been 
done to property and health.” The 
writer then goes on to explain how easily 
the pipes might have been lagged. 

In the intervening years, a_ large 
number of periodicals appeared and 
disappeared. In 1907, for instance, there 
were 15 different architectural magazines 
imported into the country from America, 
and 20 different ones from France. 
Unfortunately, I have no time to-night to 
investigate the fortunes and misfortunes 
which brought the well-entrenched few 
to the positions they so securely hold 
to-day. 

You may want to ask why we need both 
weekly and monthly journals, or more 
particularly why weeklies, when most 
countries seem to get by perfectly well 
without them? ‘The chief reason is, of 
course, geography and density of the 
architect and builder population. A 
country the size of the United States or 
Canada clearly cannot produce a weekly 
technical journal with a nation-wide 
distribution ; the costs would be far too 
high. And countries like France and 
Italy would seem not to have sufficient 
backing from advertising of the kind that 
supports the weekly journal. ‘There is, 
in fact, no other country in the world that 
produces weekly architectural journals on 
the scale and with the vigour and com- 


mercial success that we do. The reasons 
for this do not come within my term of 
reference, but it is worth mentioning 
because it largely determines the character 
and scope of the monthly magazines. 

After giving his reasons why he had 
judged it best, on the principle of talking 
about the thing one knows, to illustrate 
his remarks by the kind of journalism 
found in the pages of The Architectural 
Review, Mr. McCallum said that that 
paper, in the process of doubling its pre- 
war circulation, had also increased the 
variety of opinions that were held about it, 
a number of them amusingly fanciful. It 
has been called (he continued) a libel-sheet 
in Moscow, an architectural event in the 
Ukraine, the rudest thing since Charles 
Dickens’s American Notes, in New York, 
and a lesson in typographic vigour in Wash- 
ington. In Britain it has been called whim- 
sical and over-serious, preoccupied with 
history and over-zealous for the contem- 
porary, propagandist and insufficiently 
enthusiastic. Its chief virtue one admirer 
said recently, “lies in providing something 
for British architects to rally against.” 

The history and aims of the magazine 
I will not tire you with; they have been 
exhaustively described in its pages. It has 
been told how, by methods nefarious and 
other, it helped modern architecture to 
infiltrate this sceptred and conservative isle, 
so reluctant to become the seat of MARS : 
and later, when the battlefield spread to 
town and country, how misjudged were the 
intentions with which the road to a new 
MARS was cobbled. 


As I suggested before, what is most 
often forgotten in considering the monthly 
magazine is the weekly one. It would 
clearly be ill-advised, with weekly archi- 
tectural journalism as popular and efficient 
as it is in Britain, to attempt to provide a 
similar service by the month. Now what is 
it that the weekly journals do so well ? 
They provide news, they digest technical 
information from all sources ; they assess 
technical developments, they compete to 
illustrate new buildings first, they pro- 
vide working details for chaps to copy and 
planned information to save them time ; 
they discuss conditions of work, salaries, 
ministerial decrees, the purpose and value 
of the RIBA and so on. 


THE MONTHLIES’ TASKS 


There is no reason, of course, why they 
shouldn’t also cover the wider field of 
zsthetics, criticism, history, architectural 
belles-lettres, travel, townscape, industrial 
design and other important subjects. In 
the main they choose not to, however, 
because they have plenty on their plate 
already and because there’s a limit to 
what the budget of even the most success- 
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ful of them will stand. These tasks fall, 
therefore, to the monthlies. 

The picture given by the primarily 
technical journals is one of a breathless 
race with an ever-increasing output of new 
materials, methods, equipment and general 
know-how. Clearly a healthy, if slightly 
exhausting procedure. One feels that if 
75 per cent. of architects were able to 
assimilate and utilise 25 per cent. of this 
output, our environment would be im- 
measurably more efficient. Whether it 
would look better or worse is not the 
question—at least, not a question those 
journals, lacking the time, the space and 
the money, can concern themselves with. 

After analysing the pages of The Archi- 
tectural Review for 1953, Mr. McCallum 
continued: I present you with these 
figures largely as an aid to discussion, for 
I have noticed that strange misconceptions 
frequently arise as to the amount of space 
given, in architectural periodicals, to 
different aspects of the subject. 'Town- 
scape, in particular, seems destined to 
attract peculiarly distorted estimates. Per- 
haps it is due to the kind of emphasis 
given it, perhaps to some collective 
guilty conscience, perhaps to a reaction 
against increasing the overworked archi- 
tect’s already global responsibilities. What- 
ever it is, the subject seems to have 
touched a raw nerve and has, it seems, 
encouraged an idea expressed during a 
recent discussion on architectural jour- 
nalism at the AA that the Review is 
frivolous. And yet a magazine more deadly 
serious about its chosen bees I should 
have thought it hard to imagine, unless 
it was one that was also deadly dull, and 
that would surely defeat all purposes. 
For if you want English people to take 
you seriously you either have to make 
them angry or make them laugh. Not that 
this solves the predicament, for if you 
make them angry they stop listening, 
and if you make them laugh they can’t 
hear. 


THE VALUE OF CRITICISM 


There is another subject that provokes 
controversy whenever architectural jour- 
nalism is discussed, and that is criticism. 
The analysis I made of the Review’s 
contents revealed that architectural 
criticism is looming larger than it has 
hitherto. Of late there has been a growing 
demand for it and a growing interest in it. 
That this evening’s talk was originally 
announced as being about it is, I think, an 
indication that architectural journalism 
and architectural criticism are sometimes 
thought of as synonymous. However, the 
complex job of illustrating, reporting, 
analysing, digesting-and transmitting that 
the periodicals are required to do puts 
actual criticism in its place as merely one 
of the journalist’s jobs; though, I should 
add, it is not accepted as such by all the 
journals or the journalists. 


For quite some time, indeed since the 
beginning of the modern movement, it 
hasn’t really been tackled by any of them. 
It is not very difficult to see why. During 
the early struggles criticism would inevit- 
ably have provided grist to the mills of 
those who wanted to grind the whole 
movement to dust ; in addition, since there 
had never been an architecture quite like 
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this before and since criticism is of its 
essence comparative, a certain time-lag 
was inevitable during which the objects 
for comparison were produced. 


The revival of the activity is therefore 
attended by severe problems. First there 
are the difficulties of vocabulary in an art 
which has created a new language of form, 
then there are the laws of libel (not to 
mention mere goodwill which, in a com- 
petitive world, can mean much to an 
architectural journalist). On top of all 
there is the difficulty of being fair to an 
architect faced both with an increasingly 
complex science of building and with 
problems which frequently do not reveal 
themselves in a brief analysis of his work. 


TALKING AND DOING 


The interpretation and criticism of 
architecture by verbal means has never 
been easy at any of its levels, though it has 
produced works of art in their own right 
at some and entertaining polemic at others. 
There are those who maintain with some 
truth that criticism reflects a state of ill- 
health in architecture, that it occurs only 
when the art has ceased to touch the pulse 
of life. It could be argued, on the other 
hand, that because an old art form has been 
largely replaced by a new one, inevitably 
produced by a professional élite, it is not 
necessarily a sign of infirmity that it should 
need interpreting to the public, nor is it 
necessarily a sign of infirmity that its own 
practitioners should welcome criticism and 
comment as a means of maintaining a sense 
of direction. 'There is yet another view- 
point which holds that whether archi- 
tecture is in a good state or a bad, verbal 
criticism and comment are largely un- 
necessary ; it is better to put all energy 
into producing and, if needs must, record- 
ing it. It’s the old argument “‘ while you 
talk, I act,’’ the implication being that 
there is something intrinsically better 
about the latter activity. Things being 
as they are to-day, I can’t see that this 
argument holds any water at all, though 
it is easy to understand impatience with 
the excessive amount of newsprint and 
newspeak that gives rise to the feeling. 

Let us, for the moment, accept criticism 
as a worthwhile activity. If you do it is 
fairly obvious, I think, that it will have a 
quite different form and texture if it is for 
children rather than teachers, television 
rather than the Third Programme, En- 
counter rather than .The Architectural 
Review, and in any discussion I think it is 
vital to remember these distinctions. 

I will conclude by giving a few reasons 
why I think architectural periodicals 
should concern themselves ‘with criticism. 
First because architects, at least the ones 
who speak to me, seem to want it—that is 
until their own buildings are criticised. 
Second, because the technique is still 
experimental and the vocabulary inade- 
quate, and it will never improve without 
practice. ‘Third, because modern archi- 
tecture has now become contemporary and 
may even be called traditional, if yeu 
don’t already call it historical and some- 
times classical—in other words, it’s big 
enough to take it. Fourth, because in 
spite of this the battle is not yet won— 
take the City of London as only one un- 
fortunate instance. Fifth, because the 
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battle to save and recreate our shattered who too seldom build themselves, against a 
and squalid environment is only just an absolute standard ; because such build- eet 
beginning. Recruitment is slow, morale ings as are selected for criticism are in- — 
is shaky and ideals are confused ; stirring variably of a sufficiently high standard to ne | 
words are called for and, of course, action. enable the critic to say at least some nice gr 
. things about them ; and lastly because the ihe. ; 
Functions of the Weekly place where criticism does most good—in oc 

N ewspapers the more liberal and reputable national wate fs 

‘pap newspapers — is unlikely to be made = 1 

ie the course of his paper Mr. Leste regularly available for statements on eT tn 
said: Ian McCallum has dealt so examples of an art which is, on the one bya Ai 

firmly and fascinatingly with the matter of hand, so imponderable and on the other so pee that 
architectural criticism that here he has left fraught with risks of actions at law. The But firs 
me little todo. My own view is that how- editor of an important daily finds trouble shall not I 
ever desirable criticism of buildings may enough without going out te look for it, say that th 
be, it can be useful, as opposed to being If the day should come when architects’ that it she 
good, clean fun and entertaining, only if clients invite criticism—as do artists and Accounts | 
it is undertaken at the paper or design art galleries, authors and publishers, play- process €F 
stage. It is not really helpful to criticise a wrights and producers—then the situation tributors <¢ 

building that is already up for, as has been might be differently viewed by the dailies, pas — 
well observed, the architect, unlike the — 
doctor, cannot bury his worst mistakes. FUNCTIONS OF A NEWSPAPER alls a nev 
The only remedy here is to bury the So far as the Technicals are concerned, revenue —t 
architect, which is sometimes a long-term and certainly the weeklies, the thing isn’t advertising 
policy, for that kind of architect (and I on, nor do architects themselves (those at job, in co 
dare say we all have our lists) has a habit least who have any practice to lose) want it, devise a 
of being almost as enduring as his art. I well remember a distinguished pre- Seation © 
One difficulty is really to know from decessor of mine telling me that 30 years to lend sur 
what standpoint to criticise architecture. ago he was being taken round a great All four 
Criticism from an absolute standard must building (I must not mention its name = formu 
take the building as it stands and ignore except that I can say it was not far from ee any 
such matters as site, neighbouring build- ‘Tower Hill) by its Academical architect, formula a 
ings, town-planning, availability of mater- who was urging the need for more archi- issue in 184 
ials, cost and client ; it must ignore the tectural criticism to check certain heretical briefly ae 
fact that the architect, alone among ideas that were even then popping up Industry 1 
creative artists, finds his art conditioned between the coupled columns. ‘“‘I quite backgrounc 
by factors outside his personal choice. I agree,’ said my friend. ‘‘ What do you are judged, 
believe that any serious critic must take say to beginning with this building, Sir plication it 
such factors into account if his criticism is Edwin?’’ 'The reply was one which and proble 
to be helpful, which leads inevitably to every architect worthy of the name would assessed ag 
the question : ‘‘ Who shall be the critic ?”’ make: “I hope you don’t think there is na ess 
anything to criticise in my building ? ”’ Weekly pai 

WHO SHALL BE CRITIC? If I can sum up my own views, archi- really repla 

To criticise even a paper design for a tectural criticism under present circum- after recall 
building realistically demands full know- stances is a dead letter. Let us concen- architects 
ledge of the background to the project, trate on raising our standards of architec- in the first 
which is seldom available. Most criticism ture by other more effective means. Aloysius 
fails to be useful because it is done, by men If the functions of a weekly technical Heathcote § 
among ther 

1917 the e 

journalists, 
from 1918 | 
over 30 yes 
G. J. Howli 
(aperiod o 

which The 

teached its 
major credi 
paper, emb 

the 1914-18 
lose either | 
won for it | 
editors, 

NEWS . 
News is 
news of wh 
new materi 
building ps 
architects 
architect ou 
being able t 
the Paper of 

| trated there 
| Winning de 
decided arc 

| addition to 
p Page” news 
| Subsidiary in 


Anstey’s Cove, Torquay. 








1 1954 


against 
h build- 
are in- 
dard to 
me nice 
ause the 
ood—in 
national 
€ made 
nts on 
the one 
other so 
v. The 
trouble 
k for it, 
chitects’ 
ists and 
rs, play- 
situation 
» dailies, 


PAPER 


1cerned, 
ing isn’t 
those at 
want it. 
ed pre- 
30 years 
a great 
ts name 
far from 
rchitect, 
‘e archi- 
heretical 
ding up 
‘I quite 
do you 
ing, Sir 
- which 
ie would 
there is 
rp” 

y 

s, archi- 
circum- 
concen- 
architec- 


echnical 




















May, 21 1954 


newspaper, as I maintain, do not normally 
include the criticism of current archi- 
tecture, what are the real reasons for its 
existence? I have not consulted my 
colleagues on the three other publications 
—the Architect and Building News, the 
Architects’ Fournal and the lively JIilus- 
trated Carpenter and Builder—which ap- 
pear weekly to the benefit of the archi- 
tectural profession and the building trade, 
but I trust I do not wrong them when 
[say that we all exist to give news. 

But first we must exist, and I trust I 
shall not be accused of coarseness when I 
say that the first requisite of a newspaper is 
that it shall pay its way and be solvent. 
Accounts from papermakers, printers and 
process engravers, distributors and con- 
tributors come in with great regularity ; 
even the staff appreciate payment and 
shareholders dividends. To meet these 
calls a newspaper has only two sources of 
revenue—the subscription list and the 
advertising revenue. It is the Editor’s 
job, in consultation with his Board, to 
devise a formula which will hold the 
attention of readers and induce advertisers 
to lend support. 

All four weeklies have, no doubt, their 
own formulae, and I do not wish to sur- 
prise any of their secrets. Our own 
formula was laid down for us in the first 
issue in 1842 by Joseph Aloysius Hansom ; 
briefly paraphrased it is “‘ The Building 
Industry is Indivisible.”’? 'That is the 
background against which all major events 
are judged, and so far from being a com- 
plication it is extraordinary how things 
and problems fall into perspective when 
assessed against that background. 

The essential quality needed in a 
weekly paper was news, and nothing 
really replaced it, said Mr. Leslie, who, 
after recalling some of the distinguished 
architects who had edited The Builder 
in the first 75 years of its life—Joseph 
Aloysius Hansom, George Godwin, 
Heathcote Statham and H. V. Lanchester 
among them—continued : Onwards from 
1917 the editors have been professional 
journalists, and to W. 'T. Plume, editor 
from 1918 to 1937, following a period of 
over 30 years as assistant editor, and to 
G. J. Howling, editor from 1937 to 1948 
(aperiod of great change and stress in 
which The Builder, under his guidance, 
teached its fullest influence) belong the 
major credit for ensuring that the news- 
paper, embracing real prosperity after 
the 1914-18 war for the first time, did not 
lose either the standing or the authority 
won for it by its distinguished architect- 
editors. 


NEWS AND THE ARCHITECT 


News is what an architect lives by— 
news of what is going forward, news of 
new materials and methods, news of 
uilding prices, news of those other 
architects who have got jobs. The 
architect ought to be reasonably sure of 
being able to pick up the current issue of 
the paper of his choice and finding illus- 
trated there buildings in the news and the 
winning designs of the most recently 
decided architectural competition. In 


| addition to what may be called “ front- 
} Page” news, there is a whole host of 
| subsidiary information which the weeklies 
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regularly give—among it what other 
architects are saying about engineers, 
what quantity surveyors are saying about 
architects and what builders are saying 
about all three; RIBA sessional papers; 
the latest fireworks at the AA; and a 
varied assortment, depending on the paper, 
of the latest gossip. 


But there is another side of existence of 
a weekly newspaper, besides the giving of 
news, which is important—a side con- 
cerned with the expression of opinion by 
the industry, and the canalising of that 
opinion in all matters of moment. 


The correspondence column of a weekly 
paper is one of its most important features, 
and is the one turned to first by many 
readers. It is that section of a newspaper 
which is freely open to opinion of all kinds, 
so long as it is connected with the building 
industry, is constructive and not inspired 
by malice. It is curious, though, how 
much correspondence comes into every 
newspaper office from correspondents who 
feel deeply about the matter in hand, 
though not sufficiently deeply to sign their 
contributions. I do not think that the 
architect is worse than other profes- 
sionals in his love of anonymity, but it is 
surprising how many appear to think that 
the main purpose of the technical Press 
is to pull their chestnuts out of the fire 
unaided. 

Correspondence is welcomed by every 


editor, as part of the necessary process of . 


keeping himself informed of current 
opinion. It supplements other views that 
are ceaselessly converging on a newspaper 
office by letter, telephone and personal 
interview—views and opinions from every 
kind of source, some impartial, some less 
partial, some frankly biased. But it is all 
of use, and with experience one can strike 
a kind of resultant of forces from it all 
which is useful when it comes to writing 
or setting out the main lines of the leading 
article. 


SHAPING OPINION 


I should like to spend a little time on this 
subject of leading articles. Building enters 
the national life at so many points that the 
subscription lists of the various papers con- 
tain the names of many interests outside 
the building industry — great industrial- 
ists, Government departments, municipal 
authorities, the nationalised industries, 
Members of Parliament, and not least 
the national newspapers : the circulation is 
universal. I have yet to find anyone who 
has taken out a subscription to a news- 
paper purely for goodwill, and the reason 
why papers like The Builder and its con- 
temporaries have been able to exert 
influence outside the industry is due to 
three factors: (1) The wide interest in 
building, especially building costs; (2) 
the increasing complications of the indus- 
try; (3) the reduced size of daily news- 
papers, which makes it difficult for them 
to give adequate space to architectural 
building news. 

And so the weekly newspapers have a 
dual job to do; to help form opinion 
within the industry, and then to get that 
view known and perhaps accepted in the 
proper places. That is why the weekly 
papers give considerable thought and 
space to their leading articles and why, 
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in those articles, they go to considerable 
pains to assess a particular situation in the 
best interests of the industry (not neces- 
sarily, mark you, the best interests of the 
particular profession or trade; the two 
things are not necessarily synonymous) and 
then to express it in such terms as are 
likely to carry conviction in the world out- 
side building. 

I would not pretend that the obiter dicta 
enshrined in those leading articles always 
give unrestrained pleasure to their readers, 
or to the institutions which are sometimes 
referred to therein. They are seldom meant 
to. It is one of the disadvantages of being 
the leading institution in any particular 
field that public attention tends to con- 
centrate on it to an extent that makes a 
quiet life difficult. Leading institutions 
should not expect a quiet life, however, 
and a primary duty of the-technical Press 
is to prick them on to particular endeavours 
when particular situations demand it. 

You must not assume from anything I 
have said that the technical Press claim that 
the views they put forward in leading 
articles are always right. But they are as 
right and as forthright as the experts in 
their particular lines who compose them 
can be, and they are written invariably 
without bias or malice and with the 
ultimate good of the industry, and there- 
fore of the particular profession or trade 
under discussion, always in view. 


THE USE OF NEWS 


In one respect at least the weekly tech- 
nical Press have an advantage over national 
papers—that is in the use of news. 

Any technical newspaper which seriously 
attempts to secure the improvement of the 
industry it serves has to use its knowledge 
with discretion. "To an editor who does 
his job and moves around in the industry 
there are not many secrets of any import- 
ance unknown. Those engaged in building 
are great talkers, and that is something 
every editor welcomes, as it keeps him in 
the picture. But at the same time it lays 
on him a special responsibility to act with 
discretion. Publicity is a two-edged sword; 
it can get things moving, or it can kill a 
movement stone dead. There is no place 
in technical journalism, in my view, for 
those who adopt as their motto, “ Print 
and be damned,’ and I think that the 
architectural profession and the whole 
building industry are, all in all, fortunate 
in that none of the papers subscribes to 
that code. 


SOME PHOBIAS 


Alluding to some personal “‘ phobias,”’ 
Mr. Leslie said: First, I should like to 
dispose of the idea that the road to illus- 
tration of buildings in the technical papers 
is other than by the editor’s personal 
choice. I can assure architects (and 
especially those practising outside London 
and the Home Counties) that architectural 
interest, constructional interest or special 
news value are the only tests applied. 


What none of us likes is to receive 
matter which has been sent to all the 
papers, especially when that fact is not 
disclosed by the architect. Nothing is 
duller for the reader than to find the 
same buildings in all the papers. Some- 
times, of course, the building is of such 
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exceptional interest that we can’t help 
ourselves, but generally speaking we try 
to be different. 


A second point I should like to make is 
connected with the drawing of competition 
plans. How I wish the average competitor 
would draw his scheme so that the sheets 
stand some chance of being read when 
reproduced in our papers. I know you 
don’t really expect to win, but someone has 
to (unless you live in Dublin). In any 
case the assessor isn’t born who doesn’t 
appreciate clarity of presentation. Perhaps 
Mr. Eric Bird, that distinguished technical 
journalist, can be persuaded to reprint 
his article from the RIBA Journal of 
September, 1946, “‘ Drawing for Repro- 
duction.”’ Were architects to follow the 
excellent principles there set out, they 
would earn the heartfelt thanks of every 
technical editor. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


The third point I want to make is 
concerned with public relations. I could 
wish that architects spent less time in 
building themselves up in public circles 
as creators of beauty in building (beauty 
being a quality never more difficult to 
define than at this present age) and more 
in creating in the public mind the image 
of the architect as the practical artist 
who leads the building team and produces 
a building within 10 per cent of the 
estimated cost. I come back for a 
moment to a remark I threw in earlier, 
that architects do not think sufficiently of 
themselves as being members of the 
building industry. It seems to me that as 
the increasing complexity of the building 
crafts over the last 40 years has produced 
professions other than the architect’s, 
so the architect is spending too much of 
his time in battling to retain his place as 
the leader of the building professions when 
he ought to be vitally concerned with 
equipping himself to be the leader of the 
building industry. This is something 
which architectural education has not yet 
fully grasped. 


And, on a lesser point, will you as 
architects please stop using that offensive 
phrase : “‘ Educating the public”? ? Asa 
member of the public I know nothing that 
irritates more than attempts to educate 
me—however much it may be necessary 
and desirable. I always suspect that those 
so interested in education are themselves 
in need of the schoolmaster’s attention. 
Good example is the best means of 
educating anyone—particularly in archi- 
tecture. : 

In conclusion, Mr. Leslie said : Though 
the technical papers may from time to 
time appear critical of the RIBA and its 
policies, I can assure you that this grouchi- 
ness thinly disguises a very profound 
admiration for the Institute, its members 
and its staff whose major successes, 
wrought so often behind the scenes, can 
seldom be publicised. We of the technical 
Press are proud of being associated with 
an industry as great as building ; our only 
wish is to assist it towards an era of 
greater efficiency and greater beauty and 
to see the architect taking his place as 
leader of that process by reason of his 
fitness for that honourable post. 


THE BUILDER 


VOTE OF THANKS 


A vote of thanks to the two speakers was 
proposed by Mr. ALaAn Pitt RosBINs, 
secretary of the Press Council, who said he 
wanted to put in a word for a branch of 
journalism about which nothing had been 
said—the efforts of some of the daily 
newspapers to interest the public in archi- 
tecture. Since the war The -Times, for 
example, had given quite a lot of space to 
architecture, and he did not think it could 
be said that architecture was one of the 
arts neglected by the daily Press. 

Str Hucu Casson, who seconded the 
vote of thanks in his characteristic witty 
style, said he thought that the two speakers 
had been too modest in defence of their 
profession. In architectural journalism 
in the past 100 years there had been some 
fine names who had done more for archi- 
tecture than many architects. 

On the subject of architectural criticism, 
he thought there was something to be 
said on Mr. McCallum’s side. He didn’t 
subscribe to the view that one must know 
everything about a building before criticis- 
ing it, nor should it be necessary to know 
all about the architect’s difficulties for 
this purpose. He appreciated the diffi- 
culties of the critic, who was probably a 
man who knew a lot of architects, and we 
all knew that some of the nicest architects 
produced some of the nastiest buildings. 
There was this difficulty in the critic 
knowing the architects personally, and 
he therefore rather supported the principle 
of anonymity in criticism. Sir Hugh 
Casson added that he would like to sup- 
port Mr. Leslie’s plea for killing the phrase 
“* educating the public.”’ 


DISCUSSION 


To start the discussion THE PRESIDENT 
asked Mr. Herbert Cox, chairman of 
The Builder, Ltd., to say a few words. 
Mr. Cox drew a parallel between the 
professions of architectural journalist and 
architect. Much of the work of the 
architect before he got his drawing on the 
board was, he said, unseen, and after all 
in the end it was the builder who put up 
the building and not the architect. 
Similarly, much of an editor’s work was 
unseen, and in the end it was the printer 
who produced the journal ! 

Mr. Cox emphasised that it was the 
primary duty of an editor to edit and not 
to write. It was difficult, he said, to 
combine journalist and architect in one, 
and for his part he had never regretted 
the appointment of a journalist as editor. 

Mr. H. BrockMaNn said it had been 
implied that criticism was something 
destructive, but surely it could be con- 
structive. Ifthe critic started in finding out 
what the architect was aiming at, and then 
related this to the result, and also to the best 
work of all time, this would surely be help- 
ing the cause of architecture. He agreed, 
however, with the suggestion that the 
critic should be anonymous. 

Mr. F. A. RUHEMANN thought that the 
criticism of architecture was the most 
important form of criticism, as what was 
produced by way of buildings faced the 
public in their daily lives. He thought 
that many examples of bad architecture 
should be shown to act as a deterrent, and 
for the benefit of the public and young 
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architects. Any buildings, however 
=p should be exposed if they were 
ad. 

Mk. 'T’. MITCHELL said that one seldom 
saw intelligent criticism of a building 
that took into account the structure. He 
disagreed with Mr. Leslie that buildings 
could not be judged without taking into 
account their background. 

Mr. OweEN said that on the issue of the 
public being in need of education, it 
would be a good thing if they could be 
put in touch with the architectural jour- 
nals and newspapers. 

Mr. W. D. Bryant said that whatever 
could be said of the technical journals they 
had certainly not lost the power of 
creative thinking. Everyone in the industry, 
he said, who wanted to keep up to date 
with technical and other developments 
must read them from time to time. On 
the question of criticism, he thought 
that those who criticised should do some 
designing themselves from time to time. 

Mr. LLEWELLYN SMITH said he could 
not agree with some remarks that had been 
made that there were too many publica- 
tions. He always looked forward to Thurs- 
days and Fridays when certain publica- 
tions appeared. 

Mr. Howarp V. Loss said that in 
regard to criticism of certain features of 
architecture, for example schools, much 
could be learned if the schools could be 
criticised after they had been in use for 
a year or so by the headmaster and others 
who had to work in them. Similarly in a 
factory, it would be nice to know what the 
production manager thought of it. In 
this sort of way they could get to grips 
with the technical background of architec- 
ture. 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. 
McCa.vvo said that, in regard to criticism 
by laymen and technicians, it was a good 
thing to hear what they thought of build- 
ings. Since, however, how a building 
looked was what most people had to 
put up with, he thought that there was 
also a case for straightforward esthetic 
criticism. 

Mr. LEswi£ re-affirmed his view that 
architectural criticism, however much it 
could be useful, ‘‘ wasn’t on.” The 
point was that until architects and build- 
ing owners invited criticism architectural 
criticism did not stand in the same light 
as criticism of literature, pictures or drama, 
where the critic was invited. 


ARCHITECT PRESIDENT 


Mr. W. H. Gen Dosie, ARIBA, has 
been elected president of Liverpool Archi- 


tectural Society. Mr. Dobie is the son 
of a former president of the Society, 
Mr. W. Glen Dobie, FRIBA, and 8 
partner in the firm of Morter and Dobie, 
architects. 


HAMPTON COURT TOURS 

Tue Ministry of Works, in conjunction 
with the Lord Chamberlain, _ has 
announced that official guide lecture tours 
at Hampton Court Palace were resumed a8 
from "Tuesday, May 11 (Tuesdays t 
Fridays at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. ; Saturdays 
one tour at 11 a.m.). 
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TORQUAY HARBOUR: General view, showing part of the sea front. 


RIBA Conference 


DEVON AND CORNWALL ON SHOW 
By IVAN M. BELLAMY, ARIBA 


TH British Architects’ Conference is to be held this year 

at Torquay, and for the first time in its history the Devon 
and Cornwall Society of Architects will be acting as hosts. 
Never before has the conference moved so far west, and by 
the warmth of their welcome and the natural unspoilt charm 
of the countryside the hosts intend to show other architects 
what they have been missing in the past. 

President of the Society is Mr. Vyvyan Salisbury, FRIBA, 
who with his inimitable charm will welcome guests to the 
conference. Mention must be made, however, of last year’s 
President, Mr. Edward Narracott, FRIBA, in whose year of 
office the arrangements and organisation for this year’s 
conference have gone smoothly forward. Appropriately, 
Mr. Narracott practises at Torquay where the conference 
is to be held. 


TOWN OF THE SEVEN HILLS 


Torquay has been known as the town of seven hills, and 
so complex are the contours, so winding the roads, that the 
new visitor is bound to be confused by the topography. 
The sea, now south now north, disappears and reappears, 
elusive ever, until at last found captive at the inner harbour 
in the very centre of the town. 

Many local battles have been fought over this inner harbour. 
On the one side stand those who would fill it in to provide 
additional car parking space ; hotly contesting on the other 
side are those who—championed by their aldermanic leader, 
architect Edward Narracott—claim that the life blood of the 


town springs from its intimacy with the sea, and they will 
contemplate nothing that would destroy this character. 

Particulars of the Conference programme have already 
been issued, but intending visitors will no doubt be interested 
to learn that Lord Nelson once danced in the ballroom of 
Torre Abbey, the conference headquarters. Site of the 
exhibition of local architects’ work is the Spanish Barn in 
the grounds of Torre Abbey. The Barn was so named 
following an event when 397 Spanish prisoners from the 
vessel Nuestra Senora del Rosario, captured by Drake, were 
imprisoned here at less than g sq. ft. per man in 1588. Centre- 
piece of the exhibition will be the prize-winning representa- 
tion of architecture from a competition which is being held 
among the students of the local society. 


THE TOURS 


Conference members will have seen that they are assured 
of a full programme of tours which will undoubtedly prove 
most entertaining, and the only regret is that no member will 
be able to attend them all. 

Tour No. 1 has the reconstruction of Plymouth as the 
centre of interest. This tour has a particularly full pro- 
gramme, combining as it does a journey across Dartmoor, 
which is alone the subject of many absorbing books; those 
who do not know the moorlands will be particularly fascinated 
by this stretch of beautiful country. The afternoon will be 
devoted to a tour of the reconstruction, following which those 
with the inclination and sufficient energy will enjoy wandering 
through the older parts of Plymouth, among the narrow lanes 
behind the waterfront to the Barbican Quay from which the 
Mayflower set sail in 1608, or perhaps to climb the old light- 
house which has been rebuilt on the Hoe. 


Tour No. 2 also combines a view of the moors, but this 
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TORRE ABBEY : Seen above is the west front of Torre Abbey, 
the headquarters of the Conference. 


time skirts the eastern edge, passing through Moretonhamp- 
stead to the village of North Bovey for lunch at the Manor 
House Hotel. It is interesting to note that the village Cross 
once served as a footbridge over the river. 

From North Bovey the tour will go to Castle Drogo, the 
name having been derived from a twelfth-century owner of 
the adjoining village of Drewsteignton called Drewe or 
Drago, whose descendants occupy the relatively new castle. 
The castle, sited on a hill crest, commands a fine view over 
the surrounding country. Architects will naturally be inter- 
ested in this fantasy by the late Sir Edwin Lutyens. On the 
return journey the route will by-pass Chudleigh, passing the 
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TORRE ABBEY: The western gate. 
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Heath Robinson arrangement of wooden poles, ladders and 
extraordinary contraptions which indicate the presence of 
the world-famous china clay mine near Newton Abbot. 


DARTINGTON HALL 


Tour No. 3 will offer visitors the uncanny experience 
related to “‘ An Adventure.” At Dartington Hall, with little 
imagination one may travel backwards in time to the fourteenth 
century. The Hall is the central feature of a village estate, 
which is now devoted to an unconventional system of teaching, 
where arts, crafts and rural industries are fostered. It js 
justly claimed that the hall is one of the finest examples of its 
type in England. True to its own teachings, highly con- 
temporary and futuristic paintings adorn the walls in tasteful 
display, and do not detract but rather add to the antique 
charm of the surroundings. Henry Moore must take delight 
in the setting which is given to his “ Reclining Woman” 
in the grounds of the hall. 

At Totnes, where the tour will halt for tea, members will 
have an opportunity of exploring this ancient town whose 
records go back to Roman times. St. Mary’s church with 
its red sandstone tower is worthy of a visit. ‘The outstanding 
feature of the interior is the stone screen, said to be one of the 
most perfect in England. 

Tour No. 4 is devoted to the reconstruction of Exeter, 
The route will be via Newton Abbot and Chudleigh. Passing 
through Newton Abbot one cannot fail to notice the huge 
cooling tower of the electricity works. This massive concrete 
tower might at first appear an eyesore, but on close examina- 
tion will be seen to be a remarkable example of functional 
design and worthy of close inspection. 

At Exeter visitors will be able to view the reconstruction. 
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Should time permit there is much of interest to be seen in the J. 4 

7 was built in 
old town. The cathedral will naturally form a centre of homespun c 
attraction. Inside can be seen a truly monumental Bishops’ village the § 
throne, the finest example of its type in England. Alsoof Foc? py 


interest to conference visitors is the tomb of Sir John Gilbert, dm Av 


who in his day, together with George Cary of Cockington, f 7. castle i 


was made responsible by Sir Francis Drake for the welfare fF  otrical 
of the Spanish prisoners referred to earlier in this article. Fy ctrl hos 
Sir John refused to meet his share of the expenses of four- f- See No 

pence per prisoner per day, and the burden fell upon George ny wit) be 
Cary, and caused a rift between the friends. speleology, | 


Those wishing to explore further should wander down to 
the river to the Quay, which is full of quaint charm and 
attraction. 

Tour No. 5 will take visitors to Powderham Castle, the 
country seat of the Earls of Devon. This is one of the few 


Cavern, Tor 
however, as 
more advent 
to the local 


castles that have been continuously inhabited. It was origin- — ‘Ee 
ally built by Sir Philip Courtenay who was knighted by the J ote to Bah 
Black Prince. Only four towers and the chapel of the eld fo more to t] 
structure now remain, the rest having been built at various J); leading 1 
later periods. The spectacular staircase was modelled in ff) jn 51 4, 
1755 and contains some very fine ornamental stucco work. the siakeve 
Tour No. 6 will take visitors to the south parts of Devon. 
Originally it was hoped to combine this with a river trip up 
the Dart, but circumstances of tides make this impossible. Tour No. 
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The route will be via Slapton Sands, where the road passes 
on a narrow strip of land between two freshwater lakes and 
the sea. Slapton was an area vacated by civilians during 
the war, to provide a battle practice area for American troops 
in preparation for the Normandy landings. At Dartmouth, 
where the tour will halt for tea, visitors will find a town which 
holds the distinction of owning a railway station from which 
no trains ever leave; a ferry connects Dartmouth to Kings- 
wear on the opposite side of the estuary and it is from here 


that the trains actually depart. It is unfc 
i conference 

A LUTYENS INN Exeter. Bo 

Tour No. 7 will take visitors to Cockington. Coffee will both should 

be served at the Drum Inn to those not calling for anything f has had to | 

stronger. The inn was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, and Plymouth 
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NEW TECHNICAL COLLEGE, PLYMOUTH. 


was built in the finest imported materials to blend with the 
In walking through the 
village, the gardens, lakes, church and manor house are easily 
missed. Further exploration to include these is well worth 
while. A visit to Compton Castle is included in this tour. 
This castle is really a fortified manor house, and the forbidding 
ymmetrical fortifications of the north front will recall the 
ancestral home in the film ‘‘ The Ghost Goes West.” 

Tour No. 8 will remain within the boundaries of Torquay, 
and will be particularly interesting to visitors inclined to 
speleology, as the main attraction will be a visit to Kents 
Cavern, Torquay’s Stalagmite caves. Ladies need not fear, 
however, as the caves are well lighted by electricity. The 
more adventurous visitors should make their interests known 
to the local students, who would be delighted to introduce 
them to many uncommercialised caves in the area. 

From Kents Cavern, visitors will be taken by circuitous 
route to Babbacombe, where one may look down some 200 ft. 
or more to the beaches of Oddicombe and Babbacombe. ‘The 
hill leading to Babbacombe beach descends to a final gradient 
ofr in 2} and must be one of the steepest adopted roads in 
the country. 


BRIXHAM 


Tour No. g will entertain the maritime or artistic-minded 
member who will visit Brixham with its picturesque quaint 
harbour and terraced cottages. Here fishermen, artists and 
tourists rub shoulders as each go their individualistic ways. 
On special occasions a small boy is sufficiently obliging to fall 
into the harbour for the amusement of all. Passing from 
Brixham, the tour will return via Berry Head, a rocky promin- 
ence where a lighthouse gives warning of the rocks below. 


THE BLITZED CITIES 


It is unfortunate as far as the tours are concerned that 
conference visitors must choose between Plymouth and 
Exeter. Both of these centres have made good progress, and 
both should be seen to appreciate the different problems each 
has had to face. 

Plymouth, as no other bombed city, has been able to take 
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full advantage of the opportunity of clearing away the old 
development to make way for the new. The basis of the new 
city developed by the City Engineer, Mr. J. Paton Watson, 
in consultation with Sir Patrick Abercrombie—is that of a 
central avenue which will form a vista from the northern end 
of the city, sweeping through the centre of the main shopping 
area to rise to a culminating gradient crowned by the war 
memorial on Plymouth Hoe. Many will wonder if this 
memorial, which is a replica of those found in several naval 
bases, is worthy of this position, as its success is more by the 
spirit than by its design. Of the four main routes which are 
planned to cross the central way, only two at the moment have 
been completed. 


Redevelopment began on the two most southerly of these 
crossroads, known as Royal-parade and New George-street. 
In Royal-parade the north side is devoted to rebuilding, and 
the south side has been given for the retention of some worth- 
while parts of old Plymouth and to the formation of a car park. 
The car park has been arranged in a manner to prevent the 
parked motorist from returning to the main flow of traffic 
except by diversionary routes leading back to the two round- 
abouts forming the nodes at either end of the street. This 
arrangement appears to be working most satisfactorily and is 
a scheme worthy of note. Other car parks have been planned 
to occupy the centres of the new building blocks, and it can 
already be seen that the new city will be amply provided with 
this ever-increasing necessity. 

When the city plan was formulated, it was decided to 
control the height of the blocks in the new centre to conform 
to a height of four or even five storeys. With the completion 
of the first portion of the plan it has become increasingly 
difficult to find building owners who require even more than a 
ground floor. However, the die has been cast and the plan 
must go forward, although false fagades have to be raised in 
order to achieve the continuity of the elevations. Neverthe- 
less it is disappointing to catch a glimpse from the inside of a 
courtyard, or trom an exposed end of some unfinished block, 
to find that the top storey is no more than six feet deep. In 
this respect a word should be mentioned in praise of Exeter, 
where the blocks are truly solid and may be seen from all 
angles. 

While the old Plymouth is constructed in local hard lime- 
stone in solid blocks, the new city is largely faced with a 
veneer of Portland stone. It is regrettable that the dictates 
of economy should have wrought this change. Here and 
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there brick fagades break the monotony, but nowhere in the 
new centre is the old limestone walling to be found. 

In all, however, it must be agreed that Plymouth has done 
a grand job, and the Council should be congratulated on the 
way in which the bold decisions of their plan have been 
adhered to and carried through. 


PROBLEMS AT EXETER 


To return from the broad streets of Plymouth to the narrow 
streets of Exeter emphasises the fact that in Exeter a traffic 
problem still exists. Although a ring road north of the city 
was proposed in the earlier plan by Dr. Thomas Sharp, which 
is at the moment in course of construction, this is not yet in 
use, and the main traffic route through the city is by the High- 
street to the bridge across the Exe. At rush hours the line 
of this main thoroughfare is marked by policemen who are 
needed to control the traffic. Even in places where new 
development has taken place on each side of the street, the 
road remains barely wide enough for three lines of traffic. 

In Exeter the new buildings have been designed to blend 
in with the old as far as practicable, and elevations are without 
exception executed in russet brown bricks of varying shades 
and tones. Generally speaking, the south-west must be 
considered as a stone and slate area, but there is little doubt 
that brick is the correct material for this city. On looking 
over the town from any high point, brick red will be seen to 
be the predominating colour, although this is due in part 
to the use of the natural sandstone walling similar to that 
found in the old city wall. Architects, especially the con- 
temporary-minded, may find the elevations disappointing. 

More successful than the street elevations is the internal 
courtyard arrangement formed behind some of the blocks, 
where an interesting and intimate area with closed vistas 
has been formed. This is indeed worthy of a better focus 
than the public lavatory which occupies the centre of the 
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side of the High-street. This promises well, although at the 
moment incomplete and terminating with a severed end poised 
on tall columns above excavations for a new basement. When 
complete, the pedestrian shopping area will be known a 
Princeshay, and has been designed by the City Architect 
whose good work may already be seen in the new schools and 
housing estates. From this shopping area there will be , 
vista of the cathedral which has been opened up, and one of 
the few results of the bombing to be preserved. 

Preservation of the original character has been the key 
note of Exeter’s reconstruction, and therein has lain the 
difficulty. Every effort has been made by careful selection of 
sympathetic materials to soften the harshness of the new 
construction, but only by breaking up the continuity of the; 
facades by the introduction of squares and courts, for Which: | 
Exeter was famous, will this policy succeed. 

In counties in which the main industry is farming, architec. 
tural development is necessarily found principally in the 
agricultural centres. In Devon these centres are Plymouth 
and Exeter where the architectural opportunities have been 
greatly increased by the bombing. Other towns of any size 
are comparatively few, and apart from the reconstruction 
centres opportunity is not great for work of outstanding merit, 
However, the photographs at the Conference exhibition, 
illustrating the work of local architects, will show that the 
spirit of architecture is very much alive, and given the oppor- 
tunity the south-west can produce work of equal standard to 
anywhere in the country. The ability of local architects to 
continue the character of the region can also be noted. There 
is strong feeling that much of the local character was lost as 
a result of the plums of the Plymouth reconstruction falling 
to London architects. Could it be that the local practitioners 
are hoping that the Conference will prove a means of intro- 
ducing them to London clients and so afford them the oppor- 
tunity of squaring the account by erecting a thatch stone 
cottage in Trafalgar Square ? 





square. 


A shopping arcade has been planned for the south 





CONFERENCE DIARY 


HE British Architects’ Conference 

opens in Torquay on Wednesday, 

May 26, and closes on Saturday, May 29. 
Following are the arrangements : 


Headquarters : The headquarters of the 
conference will be at Torre Abbey, Torquay. 
Members should call at the conference office 
as soon as possible on arrival to obtain badges, 
information, etc., and to give their addresses 
in Torquay, if not previously notified. The 
conference office will remain open until 
8 p.m. on May 26. Until May 24, all corre- 
spondence on the subject of the Conference 
should be addressed to the Secretary, RIBA, 
66, Portland-place, W1, and thereafter at 
Torre Abbey. 

Exhibition: During the Conference an 
exhibition will be arranged in the Spanish 
Barn, in the grounds of Torre Abbey, consist- 
ing of illustrations of work carried out in the 
area of the Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects, local materials used in building 
and an exhibit provided by the Building 
Research Station on ‘‘ Building Materials 
and Techniques.” 

PROGRAMME 


Wednesday, May 26.—Informal reception 
at the Marine Spa, Torquay, at which 
members will be the guests of the Devon and 


Cornwall Society of Architects. Light 
refreshments, music, informal dress. 9- 
11.30 p.m. 


Thursday, May 27.—Inaugural meeting at 
Torre Abbey. Reception and address of 
welcome to members by the Mayor of 
‘Torquay. Address by Mr. Howard Robertson, 
MC, ARA, SADG, president RIBA, followed 
by paper on “ Building Materials and 
Techniques,” by Mr. W. A. Allen, ARIBA, 
and Mr. Edward D. Mills, FRIBA. 11 a.m. 


Garden party at Torre Abbey at the 
invitation of the Mayor and Corporation of 
Torquay. 3-5.30 p.m. 

Civic reception and dance at the Town Hall, 
Torquay, at the invitation of the Mayor and 
Corporation of Torquay. Evening dress, 
decorations, presidential badges. 8.30 p.m. 

Friday, May 28.—Paper to be read at 
Torre Abbey on ‘“ Building Materials and 





Royal Parade, Plymouth. 


Techniques,” by Mr. W. A. Allen, ARIBA, 
and Mr. Edward D. Mills, FRIBA. 10 am. 
12.30 p.m. 

Conference dinner at the Palace Hotel, 
Torquay. The guests will be received by the 
president, Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects. 7.15 for 7.45. 

Saturday, May 29.—Morning visits to 
places of interest have been arranged. 
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ESIGNED for the resident 
doctor of St. Michael’s Hos- 
pital, Hayle, Cornwall, this house 
has principal aspects east and west. 
The house itself is 1,332 ft. sup., 
outbuildings and garage accounting 
for a further 220 sq. ft. Con- 
struction is 11-in. cavity brickwork 
rendered, the chimney stacks being 
built up of roughly squared Cornish 
granite, a material which has also 
been used for quoins, lintols and 
cills. ‘The bay to the dining-room 
is copper covered. First floor is 
boarded and ground floor is hard- 
wood blocks in hall, lounge and 
dining-room, with quarries in kit- 
chen and service parts. "The builder 
was Mr. N. C. Jory, Connor Down, 
Hayle, N. Cornwall. 
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Perspective view of whole scheme. 


THE NORTH DEVON TECHNICAL COLLEGE, BARNSTAPLE 


for the Devon County Council 


Devon County Architect 
H. V. DE COURCY HAGUE, FRIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 
BARE, LEANING & BARE 


Consulting Heating and Electrical Engineers 
HOARE, LEA & PARTNERS 


Clerk of Works 
E. C. JORDAN 


Builders of First Section 
FAMES DENNIS & SON, LTD. 





View of west end of the classroom block. 


1954 
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Shame accommodation provided in 

this first phase of the North 
Devon Technical College comprises 
a machine shop, fitting shop and 
auto-engineering shop with common 
store, instructor’s room and _ tool 
machining room, heat treatment 
room, forge room, plumbing and 
gas fitting room, brickwork and 
masonry rooms, welding room, 
electrical installation room, storage 
accommodation, carpentry and join- 
ery shop with work store and timber 
store, electrical science laboratory 





with preparation room, engineering 
science and building science labora- ~ : 
: > : View of classroom block and single-storey workshop block from the west. 
tories with common preparation ’ 
room, common room for laboratory 


staff, painting and decorating room, 





varnishing room, paint spraying 
room, and storage accommodation. 

There are also provided : Draw- 
ing offices (two) with print room, 
three classrooms, and two rooms for 
heads of departments with separate 
sanitary accommodation, storage 
accommodation. Cloakrooms and 
office accommodation with separate 
drying rooms, cloakroom and offices 
for male staff, and cleaners’ stores 
are also planned. ‘There is covered 
storage space for cars, cycles, agri- 
cultural machinery, etc., and a 
boiler room with fuel store and 





pump room, tank room, is an 
integral part of the scheme. 


: 7 View of classroom block from the east. 
Construction : ‘The form of con- 


struction is stanchion and beam 
with hollow tile floors and flats, 

The quantity surveyors were 
Messrs. Bare, Leaning and Bare, of 
London and Exeter ; and the con- 
sulting heating and electrical engin- 
eers, Messrs. Hoare, Lea and 


Partners, London and Bristol. Wi Tie veut 2383 SEE Osa 
The general contractors were CTL cael 





Messrs. James Dennis and Son, Ltd., 
Knowle, Braunton, N. Devon, and 
the amount of their tender for the 





building contract was £113,134. 
The Clerk of Works was Mr. E. C. 
Jordan, Barnstaple. 

Work on the site commenced in 
the spring of 1950, and the com- 





pleted buildings were taken . over 
by the Education Authority in 
September, 1952. View of classroom block from south-west. 
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Principal sub-contractors were ham, Plymouth; heating and hot Derbyshire, and Horsley Smith 
Artificial stonework, The Wharf water, Garton and King, Ltd., and Co., Hayes, Middlesex ; patent 
Lane Concrete Co., Ltd., Ilminster, Exeter ; metal windows and doors, roofing, D. Anderson and Son, Ltd. ; 
Somerset ; fire and sound-resisting James Gibbons, Ltd., Wolverhamp- constructional steelwork, A. and E. 
floors and flats, Frazzi, Ltd.; elec- ton; patent flooring, The Gran- Watson (Exeter), Ltd., Exeter ; and 
trical installation, Drake and Gor- wood Flooring Co., Ltd., Riddings, flush doors, Shapland and Petter. 





FLAT ROOF OVER PART OF 
HEATING CHAMBER 













































































































































M 
MALE STAFF = = z x ~ ——— = 
CLOAKS 5 * = = = ye =e >] 
—— or T s s 
DRYING TORE 
ROOM ORAWING 
STORE 
CLASS CLASS OFFICE 
ii STAFF HEAD ROOM STORE ROOM 
\ ROOM 
{] = = = 0S 
{i 
fi DRAWING f 
| OFFICE 
* 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN — 
TEMPORARY END WALL 
= =” = = ——=— == —-- 
! . 7 ba TANK 
TE 
ROOM, 
MACHINE SHOP FITTING HEAT FORGE x 
oy 
Eee SHOP TREATMENT 
aN STORAGE | STORAGE = 
)\ J yy 
INST COMMON J i ati ted 
/ ed pet — tp = = = een 
od roller shutters Ff STORE LJ 
s L. ee 
: | AUTO ENGINEERING WELDING STORE| == ELECTRICAL TIMBER 
inspection pit z f INSTALLATIONS STORE | 
OFFICH crore q \ 
¢ & try \ 
. Tr“Retephone “up j -up f " 
J ‘ o * \ 
| \ 
| | 
| PLUMBING BRICKLAYING STORE CARPENTRY } 
| 
lj = = ~ == 
\ 
Ss E R v ' c E R ° A oO 
cas ) A 
{ . \ 
3 | | | 
Ay <——— == eee Loe ee eens 
+ { a TS SS 
$ | 
FLAT ROOF OVER PART OF 
it HEATING CHAMBER 
= a Se ee sss SS. So one = psy 
= a te ty cee — | 
— DRYING oroRe SPRAYING 
ROO & STEWARD} - ROOM|STORE | 
jd ENGINEERING i BUILDING | ea PAINTING & 
f aeoee SCIENCE | f stones SCIENCE _DEC ORATING 
LL STUDENTS . ING aint 
TOILET AGO PREPARATION c 
lJ cLoaKs - — store 
== =P a are eS ena Bas eg == Oy, = = : 
LECTRICAL 
if | SCIENCE eee ees ae RS EAT = 
i l DUO Tiina MTT 
if . 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


TEMPORARY END WALL 


Plans of First Section (classroom and workshop blocks). 


NORTH DEVON TECHNICAL COLLEGE, BARNSTAPLE 
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Front elevation. 


Park Hall Flats, Torquay, Devon 
EDWARD NARRACOTT, FRIBA, ARCHITECT FOR RECONSTRUCTION 


P. W. WILKINS & SON, LTD., BUILDERS 


THs property was originally a hotel which suffered severe damage during 
the last war. The building owners decided, in the rebuilding scheme, to 
convert the property into a block of 15 flats, and the work is still in progress. 
Each flat is self-contained and consists of a living-room, two double bedrooms, 
kitchen, bathroom, w.c. and lumber store. The majority of the flats will be 
served with an electric passenger lift. The sub-contractors engaged on the 
work are as follows :— 
Precast flooring, Concrete, Ltd. ; flat roofing, Standard Flat Roofing Co. ; electricians, 
Havill and Williams ; terrazzo, South Western Flooring Co. ; metal work, Woodrow 
Metals, Ltd. 
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Cross section. 


eS is a large housing estate on 
the outskirts of Exeter, built after the 1914-18 war. 
It has been served for many years by a temporary church, 
which will now be used as a church hall. The new 
church will be built in stages, and the first section, which 
is now in use, consists of four bays of the nave only. The 
construction consists of large reinforced concrete arches 
springing from the floor and spanning the full width of 
the nave. These arches carry the purlins and roof 
timbers. The aisles have flat roofs carried on reinforced 
concrete lintels spanning between the main arches. 


Quantity Surveyors 


VINING & SAUNDERS 


May 23 


View of first section from north-west. 


Church of St. Paul, Burnthouse Lane, Exeter 


H. M. DRURY, FRIBA (DRURY & GUNDRY), ARCHITECT 


Builders 
STEPHENS & SON (1941), LTD. 


The series of carvings on the wall plates represent 
scenes from the life of St. Paul, and have been designed 
and executed by Mr. G. V. Haywood, RBS, ARCA. 
Principal of the School of Art, Tiverton. Reinforced 
concrete work was designed by the Trussed Concrete 
Steel Co., Ltd., and carried out by the general contractor. 
Heating and lighting installations were carried out by 
Garton and King, Ltd., Exeter. Some of the furniture 
was transferred from the old church, but a new altar, 
communion kneelers, and font are included in the final 
cost of the first section which was £6,963. 
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The ground-floor plan. 
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Detail of frieze. 


CHURCH OF ST. PAUL, 


BURNTHOUSE LANE, 


Right : View looking east. 


Below : View looking west. 


EXETER 
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G. V. Haywood, RBS, Sculptor. 
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View looking north. 


BUNGALOW IN SOUTH DEVON ages site of the bungalow is on the outskirts of a 


coastal village in south Devon, which stands 
high and commands a panoramic view of the Channel. 


Architects The approach road is on the north-west. 
POWELL & POWELL, FF.RIBA The sharp fall of the site renders it impossible to 
obtain a photograph that will show the ‘‘ L”’ shape 
Builders of the plan, the roof only of which can just be seen 
E. A. MITCHELMORE & SON, LTD. above the terrace retaining wall. The balcony and 


gable are boarded in cedar as is the living-room 
ceiling, following the lines of scissor trusses. The 
stone walls are battened inside for wall board lining. 
Cavity brick walls, Snowcem covered, are blended 
with the stone walling to add interest and eke out 


MAIN COAST ROAD P ° ’ ° 
i : a stone available. The roof is of Colt’s cedar shingles. 


Ky HICH STONE WALLS 


GARAGE 









A novel feature of this house is the 9 in. by 9 in. 
brown quarry tile floor which has been laid throughout. 
The purpose of laying this type of floor was to avoid 
scratching caused by sand and grit which enters the 
house from the adjoining beach. This floor is heated 
by low temperature hot water tubes and insulated 
with fibreglass laid under the pipes. Hard fuel is 
used in a fully controllable Janitor boiler. 





The living-room fire is at seat level to prevent 
floor draughts. The open planning takes full 
advantage of the floor heating. 
































- a = The windows were specially designed as picture 
Se LIVING Re & windows in teak frames by Golding and Ansell, 
f pei : 7 Ltd., of Southampton. 
| Satcowy | The sub-contractors for the heating and hot water 
re installation were G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., of 
SECTION. GROUND FLOOR PLAN. Torquay. 
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View of elevation fronting on to Royal Parade. 


DEPARTMENTAL STORE, CITY CENTRE, PLYMOUTH 


Architect to Co-operative Wholesale Society Builders 
W. #. REED, FRIBA Works Department, Plymouth Co-op. Society, Ltd. 
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N the Plymouth Corporation’s 
redevelopment scheme for 
Plymouth’s City Centre, the Ply- 
mouth Co-operative Society were 
allocated an island site of 67,000 
sq. ft., roughly in the position 
previously occupied by their shop- 
ping premises destroyed during the 
war, and containing the Society’s 
existing departmental store. 

Plans were prepared for the 
Society’s new central shopping pre- 
mises completely covering the 
allocated site, and it was decided 
to demolish the existing building 
rather than incorporate it with the 
new store. Until, however, some 
alternative accommodation was pro- 
vided, the existing building could 
not be demolished, so that the new 
shopping premises were required 
to be erected in stages. The first 
stage of the scheme occupies about 
one-fifth of the site ultimately to be 
developed. 

This first part principally consists 
of a lower ground floor, ground 
floor and three storeys above, 
mainly fronting on to Royal Parade, 
the new arterial boulevard of the 
City centre, but mezzanine floors 
are arranged for toilets, cloakrooms, 
central cash office, etc. Eventually, 
the new store will have frontages 
and display windows to Raleigh- 
street, New George -street and 
Courtenay - street, all shopping 
thoroughfares. 

The departments now accom- 
modated are drapery, millinery, 
etc., furnishing and hardware, a 
ladies’ hairdressing salon, and a 
travel section. Later, the upper 
storey will be converted for use as a 
public restaurant for 450 diners. 

The completed scheme will in- 
clude a self-service food hall on the 
ground floor, and the general admin- 
istrative offices, committee rooms 
and boardroom of the Society on the 
third floor, with additional selling 
space for all departments now 
occupying the first stage, and will 
eventually provide accommodation 
in the one building for all the trading 
departments and the business and 
social activities associated with a 
large Co-operative Society. Escala- 
tors are planned in addition to the 
batteries of passenger lifts and 
goods hoists. 

The building is of steel-framed 
construction, with precast, pre- 
stressed concrete floor and roof 
slabs. The external walls are faced 
in natural Portland stone above the 
shop front canopy level and with 
fine-axed and polished Cornish 
granite below the level. The canopy 
is constructed in concrete with 12-in. 
square deck lights, and supports a 
bronze-metal sunblind box for the 
vertical drop blinds. Aluminium 
alloy windows are fitted to stone 
mullions on the principal elevations, 
with glass brick panels on each side 
in place of masonry. 
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An impression of the building as it is intended to be on completion. 


An open, balustraded gallery runs 
along the Royal Parade front which 
will be continued on three sides 
of the completed building. Plaster 
ceilings, suspended below the floor 
beams, enable the numerous engin- 
eering services, including pneumatic 
cash carrier tubes, to be concealed. 
Provision is made in the cash 
carrier installation eventually for 
some 200 stations. 

Space heating is by ceiling and 
floor panels, radiators, and air con- 
ditioning by plenum system. Arti- 
ficial lighting is mainly by cold 
cathode tubes in specially designed 
fittings, although various other types 
of illumination are used for sub- 
sidiary lighting. 

The shop-fronts and showcases 
are in bronze-metal frames and the 


former enclosed with solid, 
plastered _ partitions. Various 
floor finishes are used. ‘Terrazzo 


for staircases and landing, poly-vinyl 
tiles in the basement, linoleum and 
cork tiles on other floors and specially 


perenne 


designed carpeting for the drapery 
department on the first floor. For 
the constructional joinery, Yugoslav 
oak and Nigerian walnut were 
principally used. 

The shop fittings and fixtures 
throughout were constructed to 
the designs of the architect, and are 
mainly in African mahogany, 
Nigerian walnut and _ Australian 
silky oak. 

The estimated cost of the build- 
ing when completed is £1,000,000, 
and the fittings and fixtures a 
further £125,000. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors : 

Structural steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd.; 
excavations, Richard Costain, Ltd. ; 
precast floor and roof slabs, Concrete, 
Ltd.; asphalt tanking and_ roofs, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co., Ltd.; waterproofing, R.I.W. ; 
reinforced concrete designs, B.R.C., 
Ltd. ; stonework, Bath and Portland 
Stone Firms, Ltd.; granite facings, 
Cooper Wettern and Co., Ltd. ; con- 
crete canopy, J. A. King and Co., Ltd. ; 
cast concrete, F. J. Moore, Ltd. 





Another view of the Royal Parade elevation. 








May 21 19! 


D1 1954 May 21 1954 THE BUILDER ain 





View towards 
the entrance 


hall. 





Aluminium windows, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd. ; glass bricks, Pilkington 
Bros., Ltd.; armour plate doors, 
James Clark and Eaton, Ltd. ; plate 
glass, Andreawatha and Co., Ltd. ; 
heating and plenum installation, and 
canteen kitchen equipment, C.W.S., 
Ltd., Engineers Dept. ; electric light- 
ing and power installation, Plymouth 
Co-operative Society, Ltd.; special 
electric light fittings, General Electric 
Co.; neon signs, Claude—General 
Neon Lights, Ltd. ; balustrading and 
handrailing, James Gibbons and Co., 
Ltd. 

Ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., 
Ltd. ; bronze metal work, Godolphin 
Metal Fronts, Ltd.; electric passenger 
lifts, Waygood-Otis, Ltd.; carved 
decorative panels, Architectural. Sculp- 
tors, Ltd.; pneumatic cash carrier 
system, Lamson Engineering Co. ; 
terrazzo floor and_ wall linings, 
Diespeker and Co., Ltd. ; floor finishes, 
Semtex, Ltd.; floor and wall tiling, 
Carter and Co., Ltd.; plumbing, 
Burn Bros. ; sanitary fittings, J. H. 
Sankey and Son, Ltd. 

Electric clocks, Gent and Co., Ltd.; 
sun blinds, Acme Blind Co., Ltd. ; 
electric incinerators, Hygienette Mfg. 
Co.; venetian blinds, Venetian Vogue, 
Ltd. ; fire-fighting equipment, Mather 
and Platt, Ltd. ; external paint, I.C.I., 
Ltd. ; internal paint, C.W.S., Ltd., 
Paint Dept.; internal telephones, 
Dictagraph Telephones, Ltd.; car- 
peting, T. F. Firth and Sons, Ltd. ; 
shop fittings, Harris and Sheldon and 
Plymouth Co-operative Society, Ltd. 





DEPARTMENTAL STORE, 
CITY CENTRE, PLYMOUTH 
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View of front elevation. 


BUNGALOW AT HOCKWORTHY, 
SOMERSET 


Architects 
HEWITT & RADFORD, AA/RIBA 


Builders 
H. HILL & SONS (WELLINGTON), LTD. 


HE bungalow is built on a smallholding, and the land 
falls from end to end of the site. Advantage has 
been taken of this by keeping the ridge level, and dropping 
the floor surface between the bedroom area and the living- 
room area, so that a greater space is obtained in the living 
area. ‘This has been used for increased size of the living- 
room, and for a terrace. 

There is a very fine view from the front of the bungalow, 
and full advantage has been taken of this, with large 
projecting window seat in the living-room. The wall 
between the breakfast space and dining-room consists 
of a fitment with cupboards and drawers, some of which 
open on both sides for china, cutlery, etc., and also a 

Living-room. Below : Dining-room. dining hatch. ve ; 

The bungalow is situated near the Westleigh stone 
quarries, and local stone has been used in facings to the 
terrace and chimney, also in forming the living-room 
fireplace. The exterior walls, other than those in stone, 
have been rendered silver grey with a Tyrolean finish. 
Verges and eaves are in blue, window frames white, and 
entrance doors dark blue. The cost of the bungalow, 
including all services and a septic tank installation, was 
£2,790. It was built in 1953. 
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WATER COLOURS AT THE 
ACADEMY 
Some Architectural Subjects 


j TEVER the vagaries or disappoint- 

ments of the RA Summer Exhibition, 
one can generally depend on finding there 
an attractive display of water-colours of 
topographical interest. This is the kind of 
at that is readily appreciated by the general 
public. A convincing record of some familiar 
iilding, urban scene, stretch of landscape 
or seaside resort, so long as it is reasonably 
priced, will generally find a buyer, and 
aready the cheerful little red label has 
appeared on a large number of such exhi- 
sits. This year the quality of the work on 
show seems to be better than ever. Follow- 
ing are a few notes on some of the water- 
colours of architectural interest. 

Mr. Henry Rushbury, RA, shows six draw- 
ings, all excellent examples of sympathetic 
daughtsmanship, “ Summer Evening, Paris” 
(710) beautifully catching the Parisian atmo- 
ghere, and “ Preparing for the Coronation ” 
(16) providing a valuable historical record 
of the interior of the Abbey when in the 
hands of the carpenters last year. Mr. John 
C. Moody, who has a rare gift for limning 
the urban scene, is at his best in a broad, 
bird’s-eye view of the crowded roof-tops, 
spires, towers and Castle rock of “Edin- 
burgh” (705), and in a picturesque street 
gene, “Lyme Regis” (708), with its view 
down to a pale blue sea. Another attrac- 
tive seaside subject is “‘ Ramsgate Harbour ” 
(109), by Mr. Leonard Squirrell, who also 
shows a grave, impressionistic study of 
“Houses near Notre Dame, Paris” (802). 
One of the most brilliant water-colours on 
view is Mr. J. Fletcher Watson’s “ Cow Hill, 
Norwich ” (720), a picturesque composition 
in which a dark church tower centrasts 
efectively with white-gabled cettages. 
Another artist who excels in picturing the 
uban scene is Mr. F. W. Baldwin, well 
represented this year by his “Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire ” (733), and “ Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire ” (818). 

A bright, colourful record of a subject of 
historic interest is Mr. Russell Reeve’s 
“Coronation Annexe, Westminster Abbey ” 
(141), in which, however, the towers are 
rather out of drawing. “Clink Street, 
Southwark” (756), an imaginative little 
drawing by Mr. A. Carr Linford, shows a 
bright glimpse of some picturesque old 
London buildings at the end of a dark arch. 
Mr. Lawrence Wright, whose work is more 
familiar in the Architectural Room, shows 
two excellent water-colours of London sub- 
jects, “St. Paul’s from Upper Thames 
Street” (774) being a striking record of City 
bombed sites with the shining dome of the 
cathedral rising above the dark, surviving 
buildings of Queen Victoria-street, and 
“Bayswater Back-garden ” (804), a study of 
some characteristic back elevations as seen 
in bright winter sunshine behind bare trees. 

Only two of the architect-RAs—Professor 
A. E, Richardson and Mr. W. Curtis Green 
—contribute to the water-colour galleries. 
Professor Richardson shows three character- 
istic drawings in near monochrome— 
“Interior, Gayhurst Church, Buckingham- 
shire” (790); “ Brighton Pavilion” (842), a 
deft impression of bulbous domes and 
fretted colonnade in sharp perspeetive; and 

The Market, Leighton Buzzard” (868), a 
drawing in which the dark, huddled mass 
ot people in the foreground, the gaunt 
Gothic outline of the market cross and the 
shabby little Georgian elevations combine to 
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produce an almost macabre effect. Mr. 
Curtis Green’s contributions, by contrast, are 
full of golden light—‘t Richmond ” (Yorks.) 
(830), delicately impressionistic; ‘“ Ronda ” 
(852), water cascading down a high arched 
gorge; and “San Tropez ” and “ San Tropez 
Harbour ” (911 and 916), two sensitive mari- 
time studies. Mr. Eric A. S. Houfe, another 
architect, is among the water-colourists with 
a well-recorded street scene, “ Village Life, 
Provence” (831). 

Many other drawings deserve mention, 
but there is space to call attention only to 
a few, such as Mr. J. Fletcher Watson’s 
“St. John, Maddermarket, Norwich” (853), 
Mr. R. S. G. Dent’s “South-West of St. 
Mary’s College, from St. David’s Cathedral ” 
(859), Mr. Geoffrey S. Bagley’s ‘“ The 
Waterfront, Hastings” (910), Mr Dennis 
Flanders’s “Grey Langeais” (948), and 
“Quai Duperré, La Rochelle” (994), Mr. 
Gerald Gardiner’s “The Divinity School, 
Oxford” (1000), and Mr. Clifford Bayly’s 
“Barn at Ash, Kent” (1019). The last 
three works are among the Drawings, 
Engravings and Etchings, Gallery IX, where 
the dry point of Sir Edward Maufe, RA, 
by Mr. Malcolm Osborne, RA (1050) should 
not be overlooked. G.J.H. 


SOCIETIES 


RIBA 
Intermediate Design Prize Competition 


THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHI- 
TECTS announce that in the United Kingdom 
398 competitors took part in the Intermediate 
Design Prize en loge Competition, and that 
the following competitors have been selected 
to proceed with the final drawings for the 
competition : — 


K. P. Campbell (Liverpool School of Architecture, 
University of Liverpool); D. H. Cheney (School of 
Architecture, Polytechnic, Regent-street, London); 
J. H. F. Coffin (RWA School of Architecture, Bris- 
tol); C. J. Collins (School of Architecture, Polytech- 
nic Regent-street, London); G. D. Fyson (School of 
Architecture, Polytechnic , Regent-street, London); 
A. R. Gilmour (School of Architecture, Edinburgh 
College of Art); K. L. Kear (Dept. of Architecture, 
Northern Polytechnic, London); J. A. Kennett (School 
of Architecture, Polytechnic, Regent-street, London); 
D. P. J. Laird (School of Architecture, Edinburgh 
College of Art); W. E. Milnes (Dept. of Architecture, 
University of Sheffield); J. E. Porter (LCC School of 
Building, Brixton); Lionel Stirges (Liverpool School 
of Architecture, University of Liverpool); C. V. 
Storm (Leeds School of Architecture, Leeds College 
of Art); Alan Thompson (The RWA School of Archi- 
tecture, Bristol); Miss A. E. Weedon (School of 
Architecture, Edinburgh College of Art). 


The Victory Scholarship Competition 


In the United Kingdom 165 competitors 
took part in the Victory Scholarship en loge 
competition, and the following competitors 
have been selected to proceed with the final 
drawings for the competition : — 


David Brown (Nottingham School of Architecture): 
Geoffrey Copcutt (Dept. of Architecture, College of 
Art, Leicester); J. W. T. Davis (Birmingham School 
of Architecture): J. V. Gibberd (School of Architec- 
ture, Polytechnic, Regent-street, London); A. G. L. 
Gibson (Birmingham School of Architecture): R. E. 
Johnston (Dept. of Architecture, Brighton College of 
Art and Crafts); Roy Latham (School of Architec- 
ture, Victoria University. Manchester); J. R. Marshall 
(School of Architecture. Edinburgh College of Art); 
Alfred Meyer (Dept. of Architecture, Northern Poly- 
technic, London): Michael J. Smith (Birmingham 
School of Architecture); St. J. P. Stimson (Dept. of 
Architecture, College of Art. Leicester); J. G. Toon 
(Dept. of Architecture, College of Art, Leicester). 


ESSEX, CAMBS AND HERTS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
Annual General Meeting 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire Society 
of Architects was held on April 30 at the 
RIBA premises, London, WI. There was an 

attendance of 76 officers and members. 
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The Hon. SECRETARY said in his report 
that the strength of the society showed a 
slight increase in the past year, there being 
a membership of 1,215. The students’ com- 
petition had been continued as in past years 
and had received an increased response. 

THE PRESIDENT from the chair said that 
praise had been received from many quar- 
ters regarding the excellence of the society’s 
year book, which gave much information 
regarding the work of the society and a use- 
ful register of its membership. : 


The following officers were elected:— 


President, Harold Mileson; hon. secretary, R. Owen 
Vine; hon. treasurer, D. Francis Lumley; hon. regis- 
trar, C. S. Jaques; hon. auditor, K. M. Carver; repre- 
sentative at ABS, R. A. Cornell; representatives on 
Allied Societies’ Conference, the president, vice- 
presidents and chairmen of the six chapters. 


Chapter officers for the session 1954/55 
are as follows:— 


West Essex.—Chairman, S. J. 
J. L. Barnard; hon. treasurer, R. 
Cambridge.—Chairman, Ferguson; secre- 
tary, D. A. G. McLeod; hon. treasurer, G. Lindsay. 
Hertfordshire—Chairman, J. L. Caldwell; hon. 
secretaries, G. A. J. Mathers and G. W. Dale; hon. 
treasurer, O. W. Dixon. 
Southend.—Chairman, R. F. S. Fenton; hon. secre- 
, G. G. Shenstone; hon, treasurer, A. G. Aysh- 


Clapp; secretary, 
W. Lightfoot. 


tary, N. P. Astins; hon. treasurer, A. R. Dannatt. 
Colchester Chapter.—Chairman, H. W. Pearce: hon. 
secretary, W. F. Hurry; hon. treasurer, J. W. Ellmers. 
After the tea interval, a talk was given 
by Mr. Alan Reed, BA (Arch), ARIBA, of 
the Society for the Preservation of Ancient 
Buildings, entitled “The Importance and 
Methods of Preserving Ancient Buildings.” 


Awards for Craftsmanship 


WirTH the purpose of encouraging crafts- 
manship, the West Essex Chapter of the 
Essex, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire 
Society of Architects have awarded dip- 
lomas for craftsmanship carried out in the 
chapter’s area. Presentations were made by 
Mr. S. J. Clapp, MInstRA (chairman of the 
chapter), at a ceremony. previous to the 
“brains trust” organised by the North- 
Eastern area of the London Master Builders’ 
Association jointly with the West Essex 
Chapter at the Plough Hotel, Ilford, on 
May 11. Awards were:— 

Brickwork: Messrs. A. W. G. Smith and 
W. Smith, for brickwork on a house at 
Loughton. 

Plastering (Commended): Mr. Roper, for 
work at Romford Old People’s Memorial 
Homes. 

The chairman of the adjudicators was Mr. 
C. J. Jerram, DSO, FRIBA. 


IAAS 
* Members Only ” Luncheon 


THE London and Home Counties’ Branch 
of the IAAS held a well supported and 
successful ““ Members Only ” luncheon at the 
Connaught Rooms on May 14. The 
luncheon, open to all members of the Asso- 
ciation, was the first of its kind to be 
arranged, and was presided over by the 
chairman, Mr. F. J. Meekins, FIAS, FIArb. 

An open discussion which followed was 
introduced to enable members of the Asso- 
ciation to meet branch and committee repre- 
sentatives, and the freedom of the discussion 
provided an opportunity for the exchange of 
ideas and suggestions in surroundings more 
conducive than a formal meeting. The 
President of the Association—Lt.-Colonel 
A. E. Henson, FRIBA, FIAA & S, who 
attended — said that the suggestions which 
had been made would be placed before the 
Council and the appropriate committees of 
the Association in order to consider their 
implementation. 
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THE DESIGN OF NEW SCHOOLS 


Mr. C. H. Aslin’s Lecture at the RSA 


“TINHE Design of New Schools” was the 
subject of the Alfred Bossom lecture 
at the Royal Society of Arts, John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, WC2, on May 19, which 
was given by Mr. C. H. ASLIN, CBE (Presi- 
dent-elect, RIBA). Sir Griffith Williams, 
late Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Educa- 
tion, was in the chair. Mr. Aslin’s earlier 
remarks, in which he dealt with general 
principles rather than specific buildings, are 
reproduced below. Mr. Aslin said: 

Before noting what has been done in this 
country since the war it would perhaps be 
profitable to note why this subject is of 
such wide interest to the public, educa- 
tionists and architects. Up to the end of 
the war the country had a system of com- 
pulsory primary education, with the result 
that education authorities had a duty to 
provide buildings for elementary education, 
but for secondary education they were free 
to determine what secondary buildings 
appeared to be necessary. 

The 1944 Education Act, however, made 
a sweeping change, in that education authori- 
ties were given the task of providing secon- 
dary education for all, with the result that 
it became necessary to provide a very large 
number of secondary schools. In addition, 
the war left us with a number of damaged 
and destroyed buildings to replace, and the 
swelling birth-rate after the war gave rise 
to a demand for large numbers of primary 
schools. 

Another aspect of this problem was the 
dispersal of population, particularly in the 
Home Counties from Greater London, in 
LCC housing estates and the New Towns, 
and in these places new schools both for 
primary and secondary education had to be 
provided for the newcomers. The magnitude 
of the task through the country can be judged 
by the fact that the Ministry of Education 
has been spending through local authorities 
approximately £50m. per year on school 
buildings. These conditions created what 
was probably the largest architectural task 
ever undertaken by public authorities, and 
it is to the credit of all concerned that so 
large a part of it has been completed. 


THE PUBLIC AS CLIENT 

All the great contributions to the archi- 
tectural worth of this country, or indeed 
of any country, have been produced by a 
combination of first-rate clients and com- 
petent architects. It is too early to say 
whether any real architectural contribution 
has been made, but we can at least say 
that the conditions for producing it are 
present. It will certainly be a very black 
mark against the profession if the oppor- 
tunity offered by this huge programme has 
not been put to such good purpose that 
some considerable contribution has not been 
made, both in the field of architecture and 
the development of new techniques. In 
other words, the programme has provided 
a unique opportunity for a major contribu- 
tion to twentieth-century architecture, and 
it is hoped that time will show that the 
fullest possible use has been made of it. 

It is, of course, more difficult for archi- 
tects to work with the public as a client 
than with private clients, because of the 
inherent problem of getting an appropriate 
brief with a client so nebulous as the public. 
On the other hand, the task has been run 
as a combined operation with the education 


authorities, the Ministry of Education and 
education staffs (which includes all interested 
parties such as supervisors, headmasters and 
headmistresses, and teaching staff), each con- 
tributing their own special knowledge to 
enable a satisfactory brief to be prepared. 
The Ministry of Education has contributed 
very largely in two ways. In the first place, 
regulations have been eased, thus giving the 
architects greater freedom to provide a suit- 
able building, and the time for approval 
has been very much reduced; and secondly, 
the Ministry has set up a staff of architects 
in its own department, who have not only 
helped materially in the way of producing 
approvals, licences and the like, but have 
themselves erected and are still erecting a 
number of school buildings from which they 
can become acquainted by experience with 
the practical problems which assail the archi- 
tects building schools for local authorities. 


NEW TECHNIQUES 


The problem was not only one of pro- 
ducing an appropriate number of new 
buildings, but of producing them quickly, 
because nothing could be worse than having 
children in any locality without sufficient 
buildings to house them. This matter of 
speed naturally presented a grave problem 
because, as will readily be appreciated, im- 
mediately after the war there was a tremen- 
dous shortage of building materials and 
building labour, and the designers, therefore, 
necessarily had to turn their attention to 
new techniques, new materials, and the pro- 
vision of new labour, in an attempt to 
satisfy the time factor. 

The object of pursuing new techniques 
was to cut down the work on the site by 
the provision of components made under 
good conditions in factories, and their speedy 
erection by the operatives who made them, 
leaving only such site works as drains, roads 
and foundations to be carried out by normal 
methods. 

It can be said that this new approach 
has succeeded in providing much faster 
building at prices within the Ministry’s 
approved range, although considerable 
savings in cost have not yet been effected 
because a number of the materials used, 
being new, are relatively expensive. There 
is, however, every reason to hope that since 
a large number of designers, manufacturers 
and builders have become interested in the 
method, in due course there will be greater 
selection of materials, and the costs will 
drop. 

It will, of course, be pointed out that in 
various parts of the country the use of— 
for want of a better term—“ traditional 
methods” has resulted in the provision of 
buildings at no greater cost; this, however, 
is only true of areas in the country where 
the demand for materials and labour has 
been less than in others. In the Home 
Counties, however, the demands of Greater 
London, the New Towns, and the LCC hous- 
ing estates, have been such that without the 
introduction of new methods, new labour, 
and the cutting out of as much site labour 
as possible, the contribution to the school 
programme would have been practically nil. 

It might be appropriate at this stage to 
supply a little more information as to what 
is meant by “new techniques,” and what 
connection they have with the present school 
building programme. 





In this age of _ highly develope 
mechanisation it would appear to be appr 
priate that the building trade should gi 
some advantage from such an outlook, api 
remove itself from the position of having 
work under conditions which are probabj 
worse than those in any other indust, 
Buildings are necessarily constructed jn th 
open air, and labour and materials suf 
from the variations in weather COnditiog; 
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APPROPRIATE APPROACH 
This method has another very important 
and attractive result in that new labour, 3 
an additional force to the building industry 
is provided in factories, and this new labow 
is also provided on sites, if the people who 
make the various parts also fix their good 
in the building. This method has bea 
loosely referred to as_ prefabricated a 
opposed to what is again loosely called trad 
tional methods of building, but if the matte 
is looked into more deeply I am sur ii 
would be agreed that this approach is appro 
priate to the mechanised age in which ve 
live, and ultimately will be seen to fall inw 
a pattern of a continuing tradition. 
Another result of this approach is the high 
degree of co-operation required between 
manufacturers, engineers, and architects 
which Tesults in better design, mor 
economical production, and a very larg 
elimination of waste which has always bea 
associated with the industry. In the pat 
both labour and materials have bet 
relatively cheap, and there has been no red 
incentive to economise or to make muti 
attempt, if any, at eliminating wastefil 
design, and it seems clear that under moden 
conditions, more and more mechanisatiot 
must be introduced into building operation 
in order to reduce costs and increase ptt: 
duction. This will become _ increasing! 
necessary as costs of labour and raw mate 
ials continue to rise. Indeed, in a moder 
community the tendency is to aim at hight’ 
standards of living for all, and as the cost 0! 
labour must always tend to increase it i 
essential to use more rationalised methods it 
building, so that building prices will not cot 
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tinue to rise; indeed, if they do, it is inevit- 
able that a position will arise where the 
dient, whether it be the public or private 
individuals, will be compelled to restrict 
building, with consequent disaster to the 
building trade. 

At this stage it would be appropriate to 
inquire what main changes have taken place 
in school design, and we shall find the 
answer not in the various detailed alterations 
which have been made in planning since the 
inter-war years, but in the complete change 
in outlook of the profession. 


RIGID REGULATIONS 


Before the war we had somewhat rigid 
regulations about the number and sizes of 
classrooms, which were issued by the Board 
of Education, and a skilful approach by the 
architect, and ability to combine the various 
units into a formal pattern, was required to 
build the whole into a miniature monu- 
mental structure. There was little or no 
critical approach or guidance from the 
educationists, and there was certainly no 
realisation that the real client was a child 
whose environment was being fixed during 
its school life; nor was any real attempt 
made to provide a building in which teaching 
staff could operate to the fullest advantage. 
This rather negative approach has fortu- 
nately been completely superseded, and 
attempts are constantly being made to pno- 
vide a building which is in scale with the 
child and where every part of the structure 
endeavours to provide a working place where 
the business of educating the young can be 
carried out to-the greatest advantage to 
them. In other words, school buildings of 
later years have an external appearance 
which grows out of planning for use, and 
this is quite the reverse of the’ formal 
approach where the structure was designed 
as a building to look at and where it was 
hoped that the result would be a building 
in which teaching ceuld be carried out 
adequately. 

It is frequently said, and quite correctly, 
that head-teachers and staff make a school, 
and that good design will not by itself pro- 
duce one. It can be claimed, however, that 
a building appropriately designed can offer 
the environment in which good staff can 
be helped and improved in quality of attain- 
ment by good architectural environment, 
instead of good staff having to fight con- 
stantly against inherent disabilities in the 
building. 

If I am correct in this assumption, what 
efiect has the new approach had on recent 
school buildings? The standard of pre-war 
structure with its long corridors, rectangular 
classrooms and adult-scale buildings and 
furniture, has given way to a fluid pattern 
of Tooms and almost total elimination of 
circulation space; and a real attempt to give 
both the structure and its contents an appro- 
priate scale to fit the small people who 
inhabit it for the greater part of their early 
years, 

There is another point which is worth the 
consideration of the profession, and I may 
be permitted to mention it here, and that 
is the repercussions of this programme on 
architecture generally. 

It is true to say that it is not only the 
school building programme which has had 
4 tremendous impact on architects, but the 
fact that since 1945 especially, and generally 
since 1919, more and more building has been 
carried out by architects employed in 
government and local government offices 
than formerly. 


In the early days of this century, by far 
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the greatest percentage of work in this 
country was carried out by private architects 
for private individuals and organisations. It 
is true that at that date local government 
organisations had authority to build a variety 
of structures such as schools, markets and 
other buildings connected with the require- 
ments of the various operations for which 
they were responsible. The first large-scale 
building for which local authorities were 
responsible by statute was housing, but since 
1919 the volume of work they have had to 
undertake has increased, until the 1944 
Education Act increased not only the volume 
which it was permissible to do, but 
enormously increased the volume which they 
were compelled to do by Act of Parliament. 
The effect of this has been to produce a pro- 
gramme which could be carried out either 
by architects in private practice, or by 
departments set up by the local authority. 


The bulk of authorities have elected to 
carry out the work by the latter method 
though most of them have, in addition, been 
able to provide commissions for private 
practitioners. What all this means to the 
profession is that, whereas at the beginning 
of the century by far the greatest part of 
the commissions was carried out by private 
practitioners, at the present time the position 
is becoming reversed; indeed, 50 years ago 
the profession was roughly divided into two 
parts — qualified architects who carried on 
practices; and a large number of people who 
were known as architectural assistants whose 
knowledge was gained by practice and who 
had no prospect of becoming practitioners 
in their own right, and they were content to 
accept posts assisting architects, with no 
thought of ever doing anything else. 


A NEW PROBLEM 


The position now, however, is vastly 
different, and almost all young architects 
enter the profession already qualified archi- 
tects by examination, and they are able to 
act in their various degrees as fully qualified 
members of the profession from the moment 
they start. Their training and ability are 
naturally quite different from those of the 
people in the past who were content to act 
as assistants to qualified architects, and this 
fact creates a new problem in the profession 
as to how they should be remunerated. 

It is quite clear that none but a tiny pro- 
portion of those who enter local government 
service can hope to obtain the better paid 
and more responsible posts, but it is clear 
that by virtue of their training and qualities 
they ought to be paid at a higher rate than 
that which has, in the past, been offered to 
the assistant working under the immediace 
direction of a qualified architect. Some 
method must be discovered of appropriately 
rewarding architects in this new pattern, 
which as far as one can possibly say that 
anything is permanent, appears to have 
come to stay, for in a community which is 
largely controlled by the central government, 
it is difficult to believe that in a reasonable 
space of time we shall get back to an 
economy which is even largely controlled 
by private enterprise. 

All this may not appear to have anything 
to do with school building since the war, 
but educational buildings, the demand for 
which is caused by the policy adopted by 
the Government, are only part of the force 
which is changing the pattern of the pro- 
fession of architecture. 

In the remainder of his lecture, Mr. Aslin 
discussed and illustrated examples of recent 
school buildings. 


NATIONAL PARKS 


Town Planning Institute Talk 


NATIONAL parks and the preservation of 
+“ landscape was the subject of a talk 
given by Mr. GEOFFREY CLARK, OBE, 
LRIBA, MTPI, Director of Planning, Devon, 
at the annual country meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute which opened at Exeter 
on May 7. 

Mr. Clark said it was convenient to divide 
landscape into three general types: (1) areas 
in which nature is dominant, (2) areas in 
which man is dominant, and (3) areas in 
which man and nature work in a kind of 
alliance. He then went on to deal in detail 
with each of these types of landscape. He 
rounded off his talk with some general 
remarks on national parks and urged that as 
far as possible all areas of natural beauty 
should be left undisturbed. His cencluding 
remarks were as follows :— 

National parks are designated for the pur- 
pose of being enjoyed by the people in 
quantity; if this is not so they should not 
be termed parks, a term which introduces 
the suggestion of something artificial and this 
is the very last quality that our wilder 
scenery should be tainted with. But by far 
the most important aim of the National 
Parks Act is the preservation of our land- 
scape. 

For the first time official blessing has been 
given to a policy of this kind. We cannot 
afford continuously to lose our rural scenery 
or to see it urbanised or industrialised. In 
all those special areas on our coasts, our 
moors or our river valleys, we should expect 
the blessing of the National Parks Com- 
mission and the Minister to their being desig- 
nated as areas of outstanding natural beauty. 
There the machinery is workable under both 
the 1947 and 1949 Acts. 

In those areas where nature is dominant, 
except under the most stringent national 
pressure, no discordant note should be 
allowed to destroy the harmony. The 
supreme engineering feat can be acceptable, 
but never the untidiness which goes with 
unsuitable modern forms of development. 
In these areas man will be able to wander 
or even drive without being reminded of 
the noise, smoke and nerve tension of his 
normal background. He will be content 
with those older fashioned facilities, the pic- 
nic lunch or the farmhouse tea, and never 
give a livelihood to the snackbar or the 
seller of gnomes. 

The greater area of farming Britain should 
remain alive and workaday, with refurbished 
woodlands, up-to-date farm buildings, 
sympathetically renewed villages, and pros- 
perous market towns. Industry can come to 
the latter with some advantage. 

Local planning authorities have a heavy 
task before-them and it is up to all of us 
to do our bit so to improve the background 
for living in all its varied aspects, that our 
children and our children’s children will 
bless us much as we bless those builders of 
the Cotswold villages and the village 
churches as well as those great parklands 
with their magnificent vistas or matured 
woodland glades. The power is there if only 
the will can be steeled. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


STEEL REINFORCEMENT, CUTTING, BENDING 
AND Fixinc. By L. A. Disney. (London: 
Concrete Publications, Ltd.) Price 6s. 

Tue Pustic HEALTH INSPECTOR’S HAND- 
Book. By Henry H. Clay. (London: H. K. 
Lewis and Co., Ltd.) Price 3Qs. 
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SCIENCE AND HOUSING TECHNIQUE 
Mr. Arthur Kenyon’s Paper at the Royal Sanitary Institute 


NLY a generation or so back houses 
were extremely primitive, said Mr. 
ArtTHuR W. KENyon, CBE, FRIBA, DisTP, 
MTPI, when he read a paper on “ Modern 
‘Science as Affecting Housing Technique” at 
the Royal Sanitary Institute’s Health Con- 
gress on April 27. They had, he said, very 
few, if any, scientific services as we knew 
them to-day, and they were consequently 
simple in construction, Many had earth 
closets, no bathrooms, no gas, no electricity 
and no main water supply. Earth closets 
were eventually done away with and water- 
borne sewage introduced, which must have 
been a colossal undertaking in dealing with 
all existing property, and this had come to 
be accepted as the obvious way of dealing 
with sewage. He continued: 

Gas was introduced into the house for 
lighting and eventually for cooking, and this 
had to be conveyed from the gas-holders to 
most households throughout the country. 
The same applied to electricity and water 
supply which had to be conveyed through the 
streets to houses.. This period was certainly 
one when science played a big part in con- 
verting the old houses to comply with the 
new standards and in providing new ones to 
contain these new requirements. The old 
houses often had back additions built to take 
the bathroom, scullery and w.c. This back 
addition continued in new houses for some 
‘time until eventually it became incorporated 
in the general plan of the house. This plan 
saw very little change and came to be accep- 
ted as a satisfactory form of living. 

Nevertheless, the engineering side of a 
house has become very complicated with its 
soil pipes, anti-siphon pipes, numerous con- 
nections to fittings, gas pipes and electric 
wires slung about in all directions, and one 
wonders if the time has not come when we 
should overhaul these services to see how 
far they could be tidied up and simplified 
or perhaps plan the major plumbing services 
together on one floor. We should have 
criticism because we have become 
accustomed to having the bathroom and 
w.c. On an upper floor, but should we not 
be able to make our services more efficient 
if they were grouped together? 


Gaundry Work 

A further element has been introduced 
into our domestic arrangements, that of 
laundry work. The large private laundries 
have not completely coped.with this situa- 
tion and more washing than ever seems to 
be done at home. The common method is 
a boiling copper in the kitchen and washing 
done in the kitchen sink. Mechanical wash- 
ing machines have been designed to take the 
place of the copper, but these have again 
become part of the kitchen equipment. Has 
‘the time come when we should set aside 
a room for this purpose? Is it of sufficient 
importance, or can clothes washing and dry- 
ing be satisfactorily done in the same place 
‘as cooking? 

Refrigerators for keeping perishable foods 
ihave enabled the larder to be reduced in size, 
«and there is no longer the same necessity 
to protect this from heat. Is this the most 
‘satisfactory method of keeping food, or is a 
cold unit in the larder preferable? 

We still have the open fire for space heat- 
ing in one room of the house. Often added 
to this is a small back boiler for providing 
hot water, with its storage tank and supply 


tank, with pipes taken to and from this to 
the various fittings. Is this scientifically 
sound or could one devise a simpler method 
of providing hot water? As long as the 
Englishman is wedded to the open fire, it is 
only natural that he should wish to make 
as much use of it as possible. We never 
hear any complaints about getting in the 
coal or stoking the fire or cleaning out the 
ashes, while central heating from a common 
supply appears to be thoroughly disliked, 
perhaps because the source of heat cannot 
be seen, and perhaps again because the cost 
cannot be controlled. This latter reason 
seems to be at the root of the difficulty and 
therefore in large schemes of houses and 
flats, where a central supply would be the 
most economical means of space heating and 
hot water, some type of individual heater is 
being installed so that the tenant is in con- 
trol of the cost. Until hot water can be 
conveniently metered this state of affairs will 
exist, and we have not yet produced a suit- 
able meter. When it is possible to pay for 
water as you do for gas and electricity, I 
think resistance to it will cease. Again, is 
the method of heating by taking hot water 
through pipes the most economical or most 
scientific method of heat production, or 
should this be done by gas or electricity 
or hot air? 

Where whole-house heating is adopted, 
planning can be much more open: we then 
only need to plan for privacy and not against 
cold air coming from one room to another, 
therefore the living part of the house can 
be more flexible than it is at present. 


Household Refuse 


Where there is no means of burning rub- 
bish, all accumulated household refuse has 
to be carted away. This is very little better 
than the emptying of the old middens, but 
at least that was done at night. We now 
have water-borne sewage: is it not high 
time we also had water-borne garbage? 
Would this be any greater task than that 
undertaken when sewers and drains were 
constructed to take soil, sink and bath 
wastes? Is it a practical solution? Very 
little thought has been put into this prob- 
lem of refuse disposal. True, in flats we 
push our garbage through a hopper con- 
nected to a shoot which conveys it to a con- 
tainer to be carted away by the dustman. 
Where there are no shoots, dust-bins are the 
only method of collecting refuse and these 
are emptied into dust-carts. These carts 
carry the refuse through the streets, very 
often in an exposed form, and I am surprised 
that medical officers do not shudder at such 
a daily nuisance. This is where living has 
gone ahead of science. Planning for refuse 
is no simple matter, especially in terrace 
houses, where there is no means of access 
to the rear, and certain ingenious house plans 
have been adopted to place the dust-bins to 
the front of the house. 

On the question of metering gas and elec- 
tricity: when these two commodities were 
first introduced the meters were put in most 
inaccessible places: they still are. There is 
now the electrical box containing meter, cut- 
outs, etc., which is neat and tidy and can be 
placed unobtrusively near the entrance. Gas 
has not followed this lead and the present 
meter is still cumbersome and unsightly, and 
is therefore placed well out of view. I 
remember seeing in America the electric 
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meter outside the house, so that this could 
be read without worrying the tenant. How 
necessary is it for two different persons to 
be employed reading the separate meters) 
Is it not possible for one and the same 
person to do both meter readings? 

Is the present method of wiring for the 
electrical installation satisfactory and what 
life has it got? Will it perish and have to 
be renewed, and if so, how often? When 
electric wiring was first introduced the wire 
were put into wooden casings. Split tubing 
was afterwards used and then screw conduit, 
To-day we have many forms of wiring, but 
I am sometimes perturbed at the apparently 
haphazard way in which it gets from place to 
place. The outlet sockets and switches are 
still extremely primitive and there appears 
to be room for more study to simplify these 
connections. 


Standard Fittings 

I am not a believer in standard fittings 
if these interfere with flexibility in planning. 
There are, however, certain items to which 
we have become accustomed, such as the 
bath, w.c. pan and sink, although even these 
have many variations, but as they are part 
of the structure of the house they can be 
determined in planning, and they are accept: 
able to the tenant. 

The building trade has become accustomed 
ever a period of time to do things ina 
certain way and it is not always wise to inter. 
fere with these methods, even though they 
may appear to call for improvement. We 
cannot apply time and motion studies in the 
building trade quite in the same way as we 
can in certain industries, as building is not 
an exact science and buildings vary so much 
from one another. It may, however, be 
necessary, in order to assist labour, to intro- 
duce new methods. There were one or two 
items which I did introduce immediately 
after the war, but these did not prove accept- 
able. One was my kitchen fittings; ward- 
robes, etc., were made as complete units and 
painted before delivery, but it was found that 
more care was required in handling them 
and fixing them to prevent damage, and | 
had to revert to building these on the job. 
The next was doors, pre-fitted to the frames 
and fixed on lift-on hinges. The doors could 
then be numbered, taken into store and 
painted and fixed more or less when the 
buildings were finished. This did not prove 
successful. Another item was pipes which, 
where plumbing units were the same, wer 
made up on a jig table. Again, it was found 
that the fitter preferred to do this in situ. | 
mention these items to show how necessar 
it is, before embarking on any new applied 
scientific methods, to discuss the matter with 
those concerned in the operation so that any 
benefits can be explained. This applies to 
new and perhaps untried materials, applica 
tion of paint materials, new methods of 
plastering or the use of new partitions, bu! 
should new methods be abandoned because 
they are not at first accepted? 


LCC HOUSING 
Figures for Three Months 

DurInc the first three months of this year 
1,671 dwellings were completed by London 
County Council (511 in January, 334 in Feb- 
ruary and 826 in March) bringing the total 
of new permanent dwellings completed sinc 
the war to 59,590. The number of dwelling 
completed during these three months is the 
same as that for the corresponding perio’ 
last year. In giving these figures the Housili 
Committee states that the shortage of bricks 
persists, but there have been no serious difi: 











culties in the supply of other materials. 
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THE SEVENTH BATH ASSEMBLY, 1954 


John Wood (The Elder) 


MPHE Octagon in Milsom-street, Bath. was 

a dignified and colourful spectacle on 
Saturday last, May 15, when the Seventh 
Bath Assembly of the Arts was inaugurated 
by the opening of its “theme” exhibition 
by Mr. George Howard, President of the 
York Georgian Society. The Mayor of Bath 
(Alderman Major Adrian Hopkins, MC) 
introduced Mr. Howard to a distinguished 
gathering of visitors and citizens which 
included many of Bath’s present-day archi- 
tects and builders, and referred to the 
visiting members of the York Georgian 
Society present that day who, he said, were 
welcomed to Bath “in order that they might 
see that in Bath they had a rival and that 
York was not the only beautiful city in the 
country! ” 

The Bath Assembly, organised in con- 
junction with the Arts Council of Great 
Britain, has this year been especially linked, 
under the style of “John Wood and His 
Times,” with celebrations commemorating 
the bicentenary of the death in 1754 of John 
Wood (the Elder), Bath’s most renowned 
18th-century surveyor-architect and designer 
of so many of the early city’s stately streets 
and buildings, and this exhibition has been 
arranged to show a representative selection 
of Wood’s principal works in relation to 
those of his contemporary architects between 
the years 1727 and 1754. 

Wood came finally to settle in Bath on a 
spring day in May, 1727, as a young man of 
22 years of age who, under exalted patron- 
age, became in a few years the principal 
creator of the first of the spacious and 
orderly streets and squares to be built out- 
side the very restricted confines of the old 
medieval city walls. 


EARLY PLANS 


The young architect of 1727 was already 
aman not only of undoubted academic and 
building talent, but of great vision; he was 
evidently well acquainted with the bad con- 
ditions within the old city but foresaw great 
possibilities for it as an English spa and a 
centre of fashion. Little is known for cer- 
tain of Wood’s early origin, parentage or 
training, but evidence exists to show that he 
was working as a “surveyor” for Lord 
Bingley in about 1725 both at Bramham 
Park, in Yorkshire, and in London, before 
coming finally to Bath; for two years pre- 
vious to his arrival he had been planning 
“in my leisure time ” spectacular schemes 
in the uniform Palladian manner for the 
extension of the city beyond the old walls. 
In Wood’s own words: “I formed one 
design for the Ground at the North West 
corner of the city and another for the Land 
at the North East side of the town and river.” 

John Wood continued to live and work, 
for the 27 years of life remaining to him, in 
the city which he had done so much to trans- 
form, and he died there in his town house 
at 24, Queen-square, after a long illness, on 
May 32, 1754: “In the 50th year of his age, 
celebrated for his Designs, Plans and Skill 
in Architecture,” to quote from the Bath 
Chronicle of that time. 

Whether ‘or not Wood, severely critical 
and often contemptuous of his contem- 
porary architects, would have looked 
with approval upon Thomas Lightoler’s 
Octagon building as a fit setting for 
an exhibition of his (Wood’s) work, we 
shall never know, but the gracefully domed 
Octagonal central hall, 50 ft. in diameter, 


and His Contemporaries 


with its encircling gallery supported by eight 
slender Ionic columns, presented a suitable 
enough background for the 65 or so large 
and variously coloured screens arranged 
around the walls of both hall and gallery, 
on which were displayed in photographs of 
a very high standard a selection of the works 
of Wood and his contemporaries from not 
only the British Isles but from America, 
Italy, Portugal, Sweden and other countries. 
It is felt, however, that Wood and every one 
of his fellow architects of that time would 
have regarded with astonishment the mid- 
twentieth century centre piece of the exhibi- 
tion bearing the flags of the various coun- 
tries whose architects were represented there; 
no doubt there will be mixed feelings about 
this raking structure of steel tubes housing 
within it the “ paper cut-out” bust of Wood, 
but however skilfully contrived, however 
suitable for an exhibition of a different sort, 
it seemed sadly incongruous and unhappy 
in the quiet dignity of this eighteenth- 
century building and in such close proximity 
to Parker’s first lovely cut-glass chandelier, 
rescued from the ruined Assembly Rooms, 
hanging above it. 


THE CIRCUS MOTIF 


Mr. GEORGE Howarp, in opening the 
exhibition, drew attention to the evidence 
advanced from certain quarters in support 
of the claim that Wood was born in Bath 
and educated at the St. John’s schools there. 
He emphasised Wood’s astonishing youth- 
fulness for the execution of major architec- 
tural works in Yorkshire and London at 20 
years of age, and pointed out that if Wood 
was not actually the inventor of the circus 
motif in planning, he was at least the first 
to introduce it into England from France, 
where it was first used at L’Etoile, Paris. 
French garden design, said Mr. Howard, 
had a strong influence upon Wood’s plan- 
ning of streets, and was learned from his 
experience at Bramham in Yorkshire; he 
stressed that Wood was no inspired pro- 
vincial, but a practically trained London 
architect. 

Returning to the exhibits, the screens 
showing a selection of some of Wood’s more 
important works are, perhaps, disappointing 
in relation to 
temporaries in the surrounding phetographs, 
and seem to confirm the view sometimes 
advanced that his greatest claim to fame was 
not so much in his mastery of architectural 
forms and detail as in his skill and vision 
as a planner of streets, squares and circuses; 
in this particular sphere, planning on the 
“grand” scale for those times, it is clear 
that he greatly transcended his English 
contemporaries. 

The examples shown of Wood’s buildings 
are necessarily those mainly in the vicinity 
of Bath and Bristol, with the exception of 
the Town Hall, Liverpool (a commission 
which it is said was obtained for him from 
the City Council by Miss Clayton, a Liver- 
pool business woman), and the reredos at 
Tyberton Church, Herefordshire, a hitherto 
unknown work of Wood recently discovered 
by the patient research of Mr. Sydie Dakers, 
a Bath architect who also succeeded in 
finding at about the same time, 41 of 
Wood’s original letters to his client William 
Bridges, at Tyberton Court. 

Other English architects, contemporary 
with Wood, whose work is shown include 


those of some of his con- . 
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James Gibbs, Sir John Vanbrugh, William 
Adam, William Kent and others; America 
is represented by her first great architect, 
Peter Harrison (1716-1765), who designed 
the Redwood Library, Newport. 

In an exhibition of this nature it is easy 
enough, through modern eyes, to criticise 
the proportions, form and balance of the 
buildings shown; to regret the coarseness 
of detail; and to lament the often lavish 
and seemingly meaningless use of decorative 
forms; but the architecture of Wood’s times 
should surely be regarded in the light of 
the social conditions then prevailing—the 
bold and adventurous early conception for 
Bath in relation to the then tiny size and 
backward state of that city at the commence- 
ment of the 18th century. 

The City of Bath is to be congratulated 
upon the inspiration to combine the John 
Wood celebrations with this year’s Assembly 
of the Arts, and all praise is due to the 
members of the Bath Group of the Bristob 
Society of Architects, under their present 
chairman, Mr. R. A. Le Fevre, who have 
so excellently arranged the exhibits, and 
especially to Mr. E. F. Tew, the society’s 
representative on the Georgian Group, who 
has tirelessly and successfully directed its 
organisation. 

It is to be hoped that, through the Arts 
Council of Great Britain, it will be possible 
for the exhibition to tour other parts of 
England. 

HucH BANKART. 


CRICKET 
RIBA Beat Vitruvians 


IN their annual game, played on May 12, 
the RIBA XI beat the Vitruvians by three 
wickets after a most enjoyable game, played 
in beautiful weather. The AA ground at 
Elstree, thanks to Goodwin’s care, was in 
splendid condition and was in no way 
responsible for the lew scoring. As is not 
uncommon early in the season, the bowlers 
were on top throughout, Case’s seven wickets 
for 35 being most creditable. Only Mudie 
was ever comfortable against him. Smyth 
bowled well in support. Seventy-one did 
not look a difficult task, but so well did 
Mudie and Bryant bowl that seven wickets 
were down for 52. But Batty and Bishop 
proved undefeatable and no further wickets 
fell. Scores: 

VITRUVIANS XI 


R. D. Mudie c Batty b Case 

D. Boswell lbw b Case.. j 

W. D. Bryant b Smyth 

A. Boyd b Case + a 

R. Dowson c Case b Smyth 

I. M. Leslie ¢c Smyth b Case 

F. H. C. Tatham b Case 

W. A. K. Faldo b Case 

G. Fisher b Batty 

A. Watts not cut ae 

D. McLeish b Case .. 
Extras 


nN 
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Total we > we da. ae 


RIBA Bowling: Case 7 for 35; Smyth 2 for 23; Batty 
1 for 3. 


RIBA 

J. Kennedy Hawkes b Dowson 6 
C. A. R. Norton b Mudie .. 8 
B. S. Smyth b Mudie oe > 
D. Woodlev c Mudie b Boyd 12 
D. Le M. Brock lbw b Bryant 3 
D. S. Taylor b Mudie o 
J. G. Batty not out .. = 16 
A. Douglas lbw b Bryant .. 5 
L. Bishop not out ig at 2 
G. R. Lindfield (did not bat) 0 
R. Case (did not bat) ea 0 
Extras aa ~ ti 

Total (for 7 wickets) 14 


VITRUVIANS Bowling: Dowson 1 for 20; Mudie > 
for 15: Boyd 1 for 21: Bryant 2 for %., 
Umpires: Messrs. Mackley and Sainty. 
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RECONSTRUCTION OF EXETER 


THE BUILDER 


A Paper by the City Planning Officer 


T N view of the fact that this year’s British Architects’ Conference is to visit Exeter, 
the following extracts from a paper entitled: ‘‘ Exeter: Reconstruction—A Retro- 
spect,” which was read by Mr. H. Gayton, MTPI, AMICE, MIMunE, the City’s 
Planning Officer at the twenty-eighth annual country meeting of the Town Planning Institute 
held at Exeter from May 7 to 9, is of particular interest. 


Mr. GAyYTON commenced his paper by 
giving the following brief description of 
the Central Area : 

In the centre is the portion which will be 
referred to as the High-street area; this 
extends from Fore-street at the south- 
west end to London Inn-square at the 
north-east end, and it was the eastern half 
of this area which was war-damaged. 
Through the centre runs High-street, a 
Class I road, forming a part of the main 
London-Land’s End road, A.30. This is 
@ very important shopping street with 
values comparable to those in Oxford- 
street. South-eastwards from High-street 
was Bedford-circus. a group of four- 
storeyed Georgian houses used as offices, 
and north-east from the Circus was a 
large commercial garage occupying the 
back land adjoining the City wall. 

To the south-west and north-east of the 
High-street area lie two other war- 
damaged areas known respectively as the 
South-street and Sidwell-street areas. 
The former includes a short length of 
Fore-street, an extension of High-street, 
but where values were somewhat lower. 
The latter comprises Sidwell-street, a 
shopping stree¢ comparable in some re- 
spects with the South-street area, and to 
the south-east of Sidwell-street was an 
area of small dwelling-houses plentifully 
interspersed with light industrial buildings 
and small workshops. 

After describing in some detail the 
preliminary stages of the permanent re- 
development !proposa!s, Mr. Gayton con- 
tinued : 

It had been intended that the new de- 
velopment should be started on sites 
which adjoined the standing properties 
in High-street and be extended north- 
eastwards as licences became available. 
For various reasons this programme was 
not followed, but as the values in the 
High-street area varied but little, 
nothing was lost. 

The redevelopment proposals generally, 
and more particularly, in High-street, 
follow the existing road pattern and 
Exeter was fortunate in not having to 
embark on the creation of a new road 
layout before building could be started. 
There was, of course, considerable work 
to be done in the construction of new 
service roads, laying of new sewers and 
services, and a contract for the first stage 
of these works was begun early in 1949. 

Although the Council had decided to 
permit rebuilding in the High-street area 
first, being the area which attracted shop- 
pers from outside the City, and also that 
which would give the largest increase in 
rateable value, they were by no means 
content that the other two areas should 
remain derelict, but the suggested capital 
allocation was too small to be divided. 

Applications for licences for three 
buildings totalling £166,000 had been 
forwarded to the Regional Office of the 





Ministry, plans of the new buildings had 
been approved and block consent to dis- 
posal of the land had been obtained from 
the Minister in respect of parts of the 
High-street area. 


ISSUE OF LICENCES 
In the middle of December, 1949, 


licences were issued, and it says much for 
the preparedness of the developers that 
an actual start was made in the middle of 
January, 1950. The Council, in anticipa- 
tion of the fulfilment of previous state- 
ments that the flow of licences once 
begun would not be halted, had arranged 
for nearly £700,000 worth of building to be 
ready. It was found that the best laid 
schemes for redevelopment did not coin- 
cide with the willingness and readiness 
of prospective developers to proceed. 
The Council had, therefore, invited de- 
velopers to prepare plans, agree sites and 
ground rents and to pay those rents from 
an agreed date, the Council on their part 
undertaking to sponsor licences for develop- 
ment in the order in which sites were 
taken. 'This is not as harsh a proposal 
as it may seem as the Council agreed that 
any previous owner who accepted this 
arrangement would have his original site 
vested and interest on the compensation 
would be paid from the same date. To 
outside developers, it was pointed out 
that had there been no war damage free- 
hold premises would have had to be 
purchased at a high cost and in most cases 
complete rebuilding would have been 
required, 

Throughout the whole period two great 
difficulties were in evidence, first the 
inability of the Government to decide at 
an early date the amount of capital 
allocation to be made available and second, 
the making of an annual capital alloca- 
tion rather than the issue of building 
licences for complete schemes irrespective 
of the period of building. The Council 
took the view that so long as the estimated 
annual rate of expenditure was not ex- 
ceeded thereby taking labour from other 
projects, the licences must follow and this 
policy was justified by the progress made, 
and we were able to accept a further 
capital allocation in one year which had 
become available from another authority. 

Apart from a period of six months when 
a ban was placed on the starting of further 
capital works progress was maintained, 
though not perhaps at as steady a rate as 
desirable. 


STEEL ALLOCATION 


The rationing and de-rationing of 
steel which occurred from time to time 
gave rise to the necessity for re-designing 
steel framed buildings as _ reinforced 
concrete structures. Due to a prospective 
developer having suitable steel available 
from another project elsewhere in the 
country two large buildings were started 
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at a much earlier date than at one time was 
thought possible. To comply with the 
Government’s request to reduce the 
amount of steel used, one building to cost 
£180,000 was redesigned with load- 
bearing outer walls. It must have been 
somewhat irritating that shortly after 
having begun to construct the outer walls 
in brickwork steel was freed. 

With a compulsory purchase area of 
66 acres the question of grants and the 
operation of the regulations must always 
be a not inconsiderable factor. 'The 
1944 Act with its implied assumption of 
early rebuilding invited the acquisition of 
big acreas of war-damaged land. The 
compensation proposals of the 1947 Act 
put a vastly different emphasis on the 
procedure. The latter obviously intended 
that only small areas which could be 
developed as a unit in a reasonably short 
period should be acquired. It implied 
that the area of each compulsory purchase 
order should be a self-contained unit for 
grant purposes with the initial grant period 
beginning 12 months after the confirma- 
tion of the order. 

It has meant in Exeter that with the 
co-operation of the Minister’s officers 
suitable parts of the larger area must be 
divided into grant area units. This 
procedure has worked well, but the pro- 
posals in the Bill now before Parliament 
will require the matter to be further 
considered. 


STATISTICS 


In the air raids of 1942 Exeter lost 
400 shops, 150 offices, 50 warehouses and 
workshops, 23 licensed premises, six 
churches and three cinemas. Not all 
these were in the Central Area, but as a 
measure of the damage the rateable value 
of the Declaratory Order Area was 
reduced from £114,000 to £18,000. Since 
January, 1950, 46 shops, two depart- 
mental stores and three banks with some 
office accommodation have been com- 
pleted and occupied. Buildings providing 
a further 58 shops, two banks and one 
departmental store are in hand. Various 
expedients were examined to increase the 
amount of building and in 1952 it was 
possible to begin development in Sidwell- 
street of shops with maisonettes over by 
using private enterprise building licences 
for the purpose. In South-street similar 
steps were taken except that the Council 
as part of its housing programme has 
begun the construction of 14 lock-up 
shops with two-bedroom maisonettes 
over. The total cost of the buildings 
completed or under construction is in the 
region of £2,000,000 and the Council has 
acquired land at a cost of just about the 
same amount. 

In order to deal with industrial develop- 
ment of the City two areas of land, one at 
Marsh Barton, on the south-west side of 
the City and another at Pinhoe-road, on 
the north-east were acquired for this 
class of development. Eight sites at 
Pinhoe-road, covering four-fifths of the 
land available, and 11 sites totalling some 
15 acres at Marsh Barton have been let. 

In addition to this, it is proposed to 
accommodate some of the smaller light 
industries of the service type in the Sid- 
well-street area, and two factories have 
already been built and are in use. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Planning Bill 


ON May 11 Standing Committee C of the 
House of Commons considered and 
agreed to Clauses 10 to 13 of the English 
Town and Country Planning Bill, with 
certain amendments. 

On May 13, on the motion that Clause 14 
(Applications for payments under Part 1) 
stand part of the Bill, Mr. IRvINE said this 
Clause was very important. It governed 
how applications for payment were to be 
made, how determinations upon them should 
be arrived at, and the manner and circum- 
stances in which appeals against determina- 
tions could be made. He understood that 
there were now 450,000 or more established 
claims. He hoped the Government would 
indicate the general principle they proposed 
to observe in the regulations under the 
clause. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that before venturing 
to suggest that they should put into the Bill 
the Lands Tribunal as the body to deal with 
appeals from the Central Land Board, he 
consulted the Lord Chancellor, who in- 
formed him that the Tribunal would be will- 
ing and able to do the work, and was the 
right body to do it. .The people concerned 
were fairly easy to identify, because they 
mostly had done one of two things from 
1948 onwards; they either paid development 
charge or sold land. Those were not the 
hundreds of thousands of claims which 
constituted the bulk of claims on the 
$300m. Both those things were fairly 
definite, and that was why the Government 
thought three months would be the right 
period. He knew of cases in which serious 
damage had been suffered because of the 
difficulty of borrowing money on so uncer- 
tain a chance as that of what Government 
might be in power and by what authority 
these matters would be settled. They all 
wanted to get these payments settled, and his 
advisers thought that if Part I could be car- 
tied out quickly, the better it would be for 
the Part V people. That was why they had 
tried to hurry it up. Although professional 
bodies could not make their final decisions 
until the Bill received the Royal Assent, 
they were not idle and a lot of work was 
being done. 

The Clause was ordered to stand part of 
the Bill, as were Clauses 15 and 16. 


The £30m. Fund 


On Clause 17 (Scope of Part II), Mr. Mac- 
MILLAN, replying to Mr. Lindgren and Mr. 
Gibson, said that he and his colleagues cer- 
tainly did not intend that the operation of 
the planning system should be in any way 
impeded by any temporary Treasury or 
financial restrictions which might from time 
te time arise. It was for that reason that 
they adopted the somewhat unusual method 
of putting into the Bill what they called the 
£30m. fund. That was to demonstrate that, 
so far as one Parliament could bind another, 
it was the wish of Parliament that the plan- 
ning should be done and that the voting of 
an odd million pounds a year should not be 
allowed to stand in the way. Planning 
should be decided not on whether the indi- 
vidual obtained or was deprived of more 
money one way or the other, or whether 
the charge on the Treasury or the local 
authority was a little more or less. It 
should be decided on the preservation of the 
long-term interests of the country. If, in the 
ordinary realm of finance, one could not to- 
day afford to build new houses, new offices 
or schools, one could do it in the future, 
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but if a planning mistake was made it could 
not be undone. 

The Clause was ordered to stand part of 
the Bill, as were Clauses 18 and 19. Clause 
20 was under consideration when the com- 
mittee adjourned. 


The Scottish Planning Bill 


On May 12, Mr. GALBRAITH, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Scottish Office, moved the second 
reading of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Bill. He explained that it was 
strictly a financial measure. It neither 
altered nor amended the planning provisions 
of the 1947 Act dealing with day-to-day 
planning control, the making of development 
plans, and the acquisition and disposal of 
land for planning purposes. That did not 
mean that these provisions were perfect. 
Experience had in fact shown that certain 
amendments were desirable, but to have dealt 
with them in this Bill would have led to 
hopeless confusion and so the Government 
had decided to defer them to another 
occasion. 

Under the Bill development value in land 
would not in general be recognised for the 
purposes of compensation on either the pub- 
lic acquisition of land or on its suffering a 
loss in value through planning restrictions, 
unless a claim had been established against 
the £300 million fund under the 1947 Act. 
It had been suggested that this would result 
in hardship. He had no reason to believe 
that was at all likely. There was no real 
evidence to indicate that large numbers of 
claims could have been made under the 1947 
Act but for one reason or another were not. 
Wide publicity was given to the rights of 
owners of land to stake claims. A very large 
number of claims were made in Scotland, but 
only a fraction of them threw up develop- 
ment value. In these circumstances he could 
not hold out any hope of the door being 
opened to any fresh claims. 

One of the main criticisms of the Bill 
was that no provision was made for collect- 
ing for the benefit of the State the betterment 
accruing from community activities. The 
Government, however, were satisfied that the 
scheme they were now putting forward could 
be operated economically and to the general 
national and public advantage without any 
such provision. The development charge 
was a most ingenious method of collecting 
betterment. But experience of that system 
was anything but happy, and in consequence 
the Government had deliberately decided to 
leave betterment alone. 

Mr. DouGtas JonnstTon, for the Opposi- 
tion, moved ‘‘ That this House declines to 
give a second reading to a Bill which throws 
the cost of compensation for loss of better- 
ment in land values on the community and 
fails to safeguard the public interest by pro- 
viding for the recovery of betterment created 
by public and industrial developments by 
leaving these to be appropriated as unearned 
increment by landowners, and which further 
militates against essential planning by local 
authorities.” 

After a long debate, the amendment was 
negatived by 232 votes to 209, and the Bill 
was read a second time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Standards in Scotland 


On May 11 Mr. HAmILTon asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what steps 
he had taken to facilitate the examination 
of the new lower standard houses by local 
authority representatives; and how many 
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such houses were available for inspection, 
other than in Edinburgh. 


Mr. JAMES StuarT said he could not, of 
course, accept the implication that living 
standards had been lowered. Local authori- 
ties had been invited, by a circular issued 
on April 15, to inspect the demonstration 
flats built to the new Standards in Edin- 
burgh, which would be open for inspection 
until May 29. He understood that houses 
to the same standards had been built in 
other districts by non-traditional contractors, 
who would no doubt be ready to facilitate 
inspection by local authorities. 


Scottish House Purchase 


On May 11 Mr. Woopsurn asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what new 
arrangements he was making to assist per- 
sons of small resources to purchase houses; 
and how far these arrangements would apply 
to old houses as well as new ones. 


Mr. StuarT said that the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary discussed the adop- 
tion of a scheme of this kind, concerning 
both new and existing houses, with repre- 
sentatives of the three local authority asso- 
ciations on April 2, and negotiations with 
the building societies operating in Scotland 
were now proceeding. He would make a 
statement on the outcome as soon as 
possible. 


Advances by Loca? Authorities 


On May 11 Mr. Beswick asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what steps he proposed to take, by financial 
guarantee or otherwise, to make it possible 
for local housing authorities to make ad- 
vances of up to 95 per cent. for house pur- 
chase under similar terms to those agreed 
with the building societies. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said this would involve 
legislation. He would prefer first to try the 
effect of the arrangements he announced to 
the House last week which involved no 
change in the present law. 


* Action by Liverpool Corporation on this point 
is reported on page 909.—Ep. 


House Purchase Deposits 


On May 11 Mr. CHAPMAN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how much less cash an intending house pur- 
chaser would have to find under his new 
scheme for a 95 per cent. advance on a post- 
1918 house, for a house costing £2,000, 
than he would have to find under the most 
advantageous systems already practised by 
building societies. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that as their pros- 
pectuses showed, the amount which building 
societies would lend varied with the circum- 
stances of the individual application. But an 
advance of 85 per cent. without other 
security besides the house would be excep- 
tional; the normal advance was considerably 
lower. Thus, under the scheme referred to 
by the hon. member, the cash to be found 
by the borrower would be reduced by at 
least £200. 


Professional Charges 


On May 11 Mr. JAMES Harrison asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether, in view of the heavy profes- 
sional charges, legal, valuation and architec- 
tural, involved when purchasing land or 
houses and the necessity to increase house 
purchase by people of moderate means, he 
would take the necessary steps to reduce the 
burden of professional charges on such 
transactions. 
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Mr. MACMILLAN said he was aware that 
these charges made a significant addition to 
the amount which the mortgagor must find 
as deposit, but necessary professional ser- 
vices had got to be paid for. The arrange- 
ments he announced to the House last week 
should help greatly to reduce the initial out- 
lay required from the purchaser. 


Tied Tenancies 


On May 11 Mr. Lesiic HALE asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what was the policy of her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment on the letting of municipally-built 
houses as tied houses. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that councils were, 
by statute, entirely responsible for the letting 
of houses they owned; but wherever possible 
the Government sought to discourage the 
practice referred to by the hon. member. 


Local Authority Re-assessments 


On May 11 Sir IAN FRASER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
in view of the fact that valuation officers 
were not to re-assess property for local 
authorities till 1956, what advice he had 
given to local authorities as to re-assessing 
properties for themselves in the meantime. 


Mr. MAcMILLAN said he had given no 
advice officially; but he would deprecate any 
such action by local authorities in advance 
of the re-valuation. 


Rooms in National Gallery 


In the House of Lords on May 11 Lorp 
STRABOLGI asked how many rooms at the 
National Gallery were to be reopened this 
year, and in 1955 and 1956; and when, 
according to present plans, all the exhibition 
space which existed in 1939 was likely to be 
available again. 


THE EARL OF MUNSTER, Under-Secretary, 
Colonial Office, said that of the 36 rooms 
open to the public in 1939, ten were still 
closed. It was hoped that two of those, 
fully air-conditioned, would be reopened at 
the end of this year, and that a further six, 
three of them air-conditioned, would be re- 
opened by the end of 1955 or early in 1956. 
Of the remaining two rooms, one had been 
destroyed by enemy action and must be re- 
built, and the other was being used as a 
restoration studio until a conservation wing 
could be built at the rear of the gallery. 
Those would not be very expensive schemes 
and he could not say when they would be 
carried out. The total cost of remodelling 
the eight galleries was approximately £90,000, 
exclusive of the cost of air-conditioning 
plant already installed, and that of rebuild- 
ing the ninth gallery and constructing a con- 
servation wing was roughly estimated at a 
further £170,000. 


Recruitment of Sanitary Inspectors 


On May 13 Mr. ARTHUR LEwis asked the 
Minister of Health if he was aware of the 
shortage of sanitary inspectors throughout 
Great Britain; whether he would state the 
number of additional sanitary inspectors 
that would be needed to enable all local 
authorities to employ their full quota; how 
many extra sanitary inspectors he estimated 
would be needed to carry out the additional 
work proposed in the Housing Rents and 
Repairs Bill; and what action he was taking 
to increase the number of sanitary inspectors. 

Miss Hornssy-SMITH, who replied, said 
that the Working Party on the recruitment, 
training and qualifications of sanitary in- 
spectors estimated that in England and 
Wales 200 new inspectors ought to qualify 
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annually for the next five years. It was not 
clear that the legislation referred to in the 
third part of the question would increase 
this number. The Minister was about to 
open discussions with the interested bodies 
with a view to implementing the recom- 
mendations of the Working Party, many of 
which were directed towards improved 
recruitment. 


Hospital at Harlow New Town 


On May 13 Mr. SORENSEN asked the 
Minister of Health when it was anticipated 
that a hospital would be built and made 
available at Harlow New Town; and whether 
the plans included provision for a special 
children’s ward and a modern health clinic. 

Mr. MACLEOD said that the scheme would 
begin as soon as it could be fitted into the 
capital programme. He was informed that 
the Regional Hospital Board’s plans included 
a children’s department and consultative 
clinics, and that a health centre was to be 
provided on an adjoining site by the respon- 
sible authorities. 


NEW TERRACED HOUSE 
DESIGNS 


Aesthetic as Well as Economic 
Advantages Claimed 


[NX a talk at the Housing Centre recently, 

Mr. S. COLWYN FouLKEs, FRIBA, after 
criticising some aspects of the housing policy 
in this country, described some new terrace 
houses which he had designed for the 
Colwyn Bay Borough Council which, he con- 
tended, were not only aesthetically more 
satisfactory than those of many other hous- 
ing schemes but were more practicable from 
the housewife’s point of view. 

We were now engaged in a great national 
effort practically to rebuild England, he said. 
We were building at the rate of 320,000 
houses a year and probably some 70 per 
cent. of the houses going up were three- 
bedroom houses. As the loan period was 60 
years the planning of the individual homes 
was of the greatest importance to the nation. 
If the plans were not right the housewife 
was going to have an additional burden 
thrust upon her. It behoved all concerned 
with housing to make these houses as con- 
venient and amenable as possible, so that 
the housewife could turn them into homes. 

Our housing programme was an emergency 
one and was being undertaken under great 
economic pressure. There was a continual 
urge to reduce costs as prices rose, and to 
that end the Government had cut the size 
of the house to about 930 super feet. With 
the same end in view there was pressure to 
build in terraces, all of which was perfectly 
sound and proper. 


* Questionable ” Tendencies 


But there were other tendencies which 
were much more questionable. He believed 
there was a limit to the reduction in cost 
which could be achieved. We were dealing 
with a capital item in housing, and he be- 
lieved there was a tendency to reduce unduly 
the frontages of the houses. The pursuit of 
clichés in housing policy was apt to make 
us lose sight of the main object of housing, 
which was to provide homes for families. 

Houses must be well built and easy to 
maintain and in order to achieve these ends 
we must consciously plan the house for the 
modern family of up to three or four 
children, with father and mother. 

Mr. Foulkes then traced the development 
of housing for what were termed the 
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“labouring classes,” from “ the appalling 
conditions ” brought about by the Industria} 
Revolution down to about 1945. He asserted 
that the Public Health Act of 1875, while 
doing something to improve the sanitary cop. 
ditions of. small houses, did not provide at 
all for the planning of the individual dwel]. 
ings and that one of the results was the 
development of the cul-de-sac terrace, 
brought about largely by local by-laws. By 
the time the roads were made and sewered, 
the whole thing had become so expensive 
that the frontages were sold off in narrow 
and ever narrower strips, until the frontage 
of the houses was reduced to 13 feet. This 
led to the deep, narrow plan, with dark back 
rooms typical of the period (1875 to 1914), 

But by 1914 there was a growing revolt 
against these conditions. Like all revolts, 
it went to the other extreme and between 
1924 and 1945 we had houses built in such 
densities as twelve to the acre. Mostly semi- 
detached, they were cold to live in, expen- 
sive in road charges and extravagant in the 
use of land. 

By 1945, however, a sensible urge to build 
in terraces was making itself felt. 


A Satisfactory Solution 


In 1946, said Mr. Foulkes, he himself 
built his first terraced houses, without a 
back road, at Beaumaris. The scheme was 
working well. The design was not planned 
consciously in order to build in a row, but 
to meet an aesthetic necessity. The site was 
very sloping and it was impossible to get 
the necessary cohesion with semi-detached 
development, so that it was necessary to 
build in terraces following the contours of 
the land. The solution offered by the plan 
was very simple and he was astonished that 
it had never been thought of before. It had 
always been found necessary, with terrace 
houses, to have a back road and a tunnel 
to give access to the back gardens, whereas 
the houses he spoke of were designed on 
the principle of having a recessed porch, 
with a door into the hall and living-room 
and access for the dustman and coalman 
without his having to go through the house. 


The prime necessity for every housewife, 
said Mr. Foulkes, was one room which she 
could keep clean and tidy. That room might 
become a kind of mausoleum) but that was 
beside the point. Unless this room was pro- 
vided, the family would tend to live in the 
kitchen, so that the living-room could be 
kept clean and tidy in readiness for the occa- 
sional visitor. 

The type plans in the second and third 
supplements to the Housing Manual were all 
variants of his design, claimed Mr, Foulkes, 
but not all were so good. Some had two 
doors at the front of the house, which was 
not desirable. The more doors a house had, 
the harder it was to keep it warm. 


He considered the houses of to-day un- 
suitable for the mothers of England. Up to 
now, in post-war planning, we had tried to 
do without a back road. Mr. Foulkes sug- 
gested that we should consider dispensing 
with the front road and letting the back 
road revert to its former by-law glory. The 
area normally occupied by the front road 
could become a greensward. The backs of 
the houses could be screened off. 


Another house plan exhibited by Mr. 
Foulkes showed a good-size living-room, 2 
kitchen deliberately made too small for the 
family to have their meals in, and a small 
parlour. He did not believe this design 
would add appreciably to the cost of build- 
ing. The tender price of these houses was 
£1,475, on an undulating site. 
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THE BUILDER 


TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


Dr. Garbett on Life in Tenements 


W ITH the beginning of the redevelop- 

ment of congested areas and slums 
it was of vital importance that care should be 
taken to see that the people were housed 
wisely in relation to their environment, said 
Tue ARCHBISHOP OF YORK (Dr. Cyril 
Garbett) at the 55th Annual General Meeting 
of the Town and Country Planning Associa- 
tion on April 29. “The disadvantages of 
over-large cities, with their intolerable living 
conditions and traffic problems, is understood 
by most intelligent people, and the dangers 
in the event of an atomic war—tragically 
easy targets—is too terrible to contemplate.” 
Considerable anxiety was felt by the Asso- 
ciation, he said, over the building of large 
blocks of tenements, which some advocated 
on the grounds of economy—an argument 
that had been disproved. “Not only does 
the average domestic garden contribute 
2s, 2d. per week to the nation’s food produc- 
tion, but a garden gives a new interest and 
joy in life to those who have to spend their 
working days in factories and shops.” The 
vast majority of the people, he said, “ would 
prefer pre-fabs with gardens to life in an 
ant-hill, and I want to plead very strongly 
that as far as is practicable houses should 
be built with gardens attached.” 

Referring to the new towns, Dr. Garbett 
said that they were making good progress 
and most of them had local employment, 
but it was now urgent to provide facilities 
for the social and cultural life of these 
towns. 


Transport Problems 


The guest speaker was Mr. HuGH MOoL- 
son, MP, Joint Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport, who spoke on 
“Transport Problems of Britain and Their 
Relation to Planning.” A great increase in 
the planning of our transport was the only 
way now to avert a serious choking of our 
economic life, he said. The main recom- 
mendation of the Barlow Report—in favour 
of dispersal or decentralisation—had been 
accepted by successive. governments of 
different political opinions, and the LCC in 
their Development Plan for London were 
trying to put it into effect, ‘“ nevertheless, 
dormitory housing estates such as Boreham 
Wood, St. Paul’s Cray and Harold Hill mean 
a Mass migration into London in the morn- 
ing and out in the evening for which there is 
nothing to be said. 

“What is needed,” said Mr. Molson, “ is 
that work should go out of London, not that 
residents should stay there. I hope that 
there will be a success with the expanded 
towns equal to that of the New Towns. 
Wisely, I think, Bletchley is being used as 
a pilot scheme and there things are going 
extremely well.” 


Policy for Car Parking 


Dealing with the question of parking in 
central areas, Mr. Molson said that “in the 
few approved car parks, the time limit is 
two hours and I have been asked in a Par- 
liamentary question why there is no limit 
of time on the highway. The answer is, of 
course, that there is no right to park on the 
highway at all. Some clearer line of 
demarcation will have to be laid down— 
and enforced—to clear the streets for moving 
traffic As things are, it is not generally 
regarded as an offence to leave a car for 
eight hours in a thoroughfare by day pro- 


vided it does not obviously obstruct, but it 
is an offence to leave it without lights by 
night even in a cul-de-sac. 

“The Government appointed some time 
ago a Working Party on Car Parking in the 
Inner Area of London. The Report has been 
published and I hope that many of you 
may have read it. It proposes the use of 
parking meters to provide some or all of 
the money needed for building underground 
or overground garages for accommodating 
cars. While the Government have not yet 
reached any final conclusion with regard to 
this proposal, it is under careful considera- 
tion at the present time.” 


Trunk Road Proposals 


““I now come to the part roads must play 
in development plans. Clearly roads are 
needed to connect and serve areas of popula- 
tion, but equally clearly through roads, 
especiaily main and trunk roads, are spoiled 
for their purpose if there are too many 
accesses to them. The desiderata in the 
case of a planned new road are: — 


1, that the road should follow the right 
line for the purpose of traffic, particularly 
long-distance traffic; 

2, that until it is built, its route is kept 
free of development; 

3, that building should not, after it is 
built, be allowed to take place along it 
and particularly that there should not be a 
large number of accesses to it.” 


LAW REPORT 


Alleged Negligence of Architects 
Over Repair of War Damage: 
Appeal Dismissed 

COURT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE LorDs JUSTICES 
BIRKETT AND ROMER. 


Raymend v. H. G, Needham and Sen 


THE CouRT OF APPEAL on May 14 
dismissed an appeal by Mr. Leonard Ray- 
mend, of Mornington-road, Woodford 
Green, against the dismissal by Mr. Justice 
Sellers of his action against Messrs. H. G. 
Needham and Son, architects, of Sebert-road, 
Forest Gate, for damages for negligence, 
breach of duty or breach of contract in 
supervising the rebuilding of a war-damaged 
house in Redbridge-lane, Wanstead. 

Mr. Raymend contended that the archi- 
tects did not provide for adequate ventilation 
of the cellar. Dry rot developed, and the 
cost of eradicating it was £372 19s. 

Lord Justice Somervell said that the 
rebuilding was completed in 1948, and dry 
rot was discovered in 1951. It was plain 
that Mr. Raymend employed Messrs. Need- 
ham to repair war damage only, and there 
was no evidence that their decision to leave 
the cellar walls was an improper one. The 
joists were left because they were sound 
timber. The proper conclusion was that the 
defendants were not negligent or in breach 
of their contract in deciding, when they 
examined the cellar, that there was no reason 
for replacing the walls and joists. 

Lord Justice Birkett said that for 40 years 
there had been only one air brick in the 
cellar, and no trouble had occurred. 

Lord Justice Romer said that the architects 
and the builders came to the conclusion that 


SOMERVELL, 





907 


the only work which should be done to 
repair war damage to the cellar was the 
rectification of a bulging wall. “I cannot 
think,” he said, “that it was wrong for the 
defendants to refrain from insisting on the 
builders doing something which both the 
architects and the builders regarded as 
unnecessary.” 


SOLVING THE HOUSING 
SHORTAGE 


“Leave Building to Builders” Plea 


THE way to solve the housing problem 
was to leave it to competent free enterprise 
builders experienced in that field of opera- 
tions, said MR. FRANK TAYLOR, chairman of 
Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., building and civil 
engineering contractors, in his recent review 
to shareholders which accompanied the 
report and accounts of the company for the 
year ended December 31 last. 

Mr. Taylor recommended an American 
slum clearance scheme to the Government 
for adoption in this country. Under it, he 
said, the City of New York expropriated 
areas of unsatisfactory dwellings and sold 
the land to private builders, who then built 
apartments for letting or for sale under a 


co-operative apartment developments 
scheme. 
Referring to competition from Con- 


tinental contractors, he said it was evident 
that they were making bids for works at 
prices that were well below the true value 
of the costs. 

‘“* This is made possible by help from their 
Governments by way of tax relief or other 
concessions,” he declared. “It may well be 
that the Governments of the countries con- 
cerned do not overlook the economic and 
export advantages to be gained by having 
their contractors. employed overseas.” 


DRY ROT EXHIBITION 
Opening by Works Minister 


THE huge sum of money spent every year 
on repairing property which had suffered 
from the effects of dry rot was mentioned 
by Sir Davip Ecc.es, Minister of Works, 
when he opened an exhibition on dry rot 
and woodworm, at the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, Buckingham Palace-road, SWI, on 
May 12. He said it was costing the country 
£20m. a year. 

Timber, he said, was a valuable material 
in this country, and imports had to be paid 
for in hard currency. It was therefore 
essential to catch dry rot in the early stages 
before extensive damage was caused. He 
thought the Institute’s exhibition was a 
notable contribution towards increasing the 
public’s awareness of the danger of dry rot 
and its knowledge on how it should be 
dealt with. 

The dry rot exhibition remains open until 
July 17. 

Sir David later attended a lunch provided 
by the Council of the Institute, at which 
he spoke of the potential export market 
for British prefabricated houses. 


“ Package Plumbing ” 

The United States armed forces, said Sir 
David, required many thousands of houses 
in NATO countries. He believed that the 
United Kingdom would obtain orders for 
millions of pounds sterling by the export of 
package plumbing in prefabricated houses. 
““We have got some excellent ideas in this 
country,” he added, “ and, provided they are 
married up with capital and craftsmanship, 
we can be leading exporters in this kind of 
work.” 
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APPRENTICESHIP IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A Review of the Current Position by Harvey G. Frost, OBE, 


FIOB, Chairman, National 


Joint Apprenticeship Board 


Registration Committee 


(THE National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme 

for the Building Industry was formu- 
lated in 1945 and has been used as a model 
by several other industries, and in other 
countries. In the initial difficult stages the 
important task of registration and the issue 
of completion certificates was carried out by 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council of the Ministry of Works. 

On January 1, 1953, these responsibilities 
were handed over to the industry. Figures 
for the first full year since the transfer took 
place are now available, and this would 
therefore seem to be an appropriate time at 
which to take stock of the recruitment posi- 
tion. 

For various reasons it is difficult, and 
might be misleading, to attempt to compare 
the recruitment figures for 1953 in detail 
with the statistics previously issued by the 
BATC. Suffice it to say that recruitment in 
most trades still appears to be less than it 
should be and is particularly low in the 
trowel trades. Moreover, many boys who 
are introduced into various trades still do 
not receive the standard of training neces- 
sary for registration under our National 
Scheme. The industry cannot afford to 
regard with complacency a position in which, 
over the country as a whole, there are not 
sufficient apprentices to maintain the present 
craft strength. 

In spite of the difficulties which have had 
to be surmounted during the post-war years, 
however, there is plenty of evidence that the 
present National Apprenticeship Scheme is 
on the right lines and is succeeding, to a 
remarkable extent, in stimulating not only 
the recruitment of apprentices but also the 
organisation of improved standards of train- 
ing. All that is required is an increase in 
enthusiasm among those in every locality 
who see the industry’s need. Their enthusiasm 
can best be demonstrated, at this time, by 
vigorous efforts to remove certain fears and 
prejudices which have tended to exaggerate 
various circumstances which have some- 
times militated against real progress. 

To the indentures approved under our 
National Apprenticeship Scheme there are 
three main contracting parties:—the appren- 
tice, the parent or guardian, and the 
employer, and in addition—acting as stake 
holder or umpire—the representative of the 
joint apprenticeship committee. I would 
appeal to each of these in turn and, in doing 
so, I set out the considerations which 
particularly concern each party. 


The Apprentice 

We are finding that the great majority of 
school leavers who wish to enter the build- 
ing industry want to be carpenters or joiners. 
Statistics show that in both these trades, 
and in some areas also in plumbing, we are 
recruiting very nearly up to our target. 

Recruiting to the trowel trades, brick- 
layers, masons and particularly plasterers, 
is low almost everywhere. Skilled operta- 
tives in these trades are in great demand 
and there are splendid opportunities for high 
earnings and promotion and little fear of 
unemployment through any local falling-off 
of work. There is also a shortage of trained 
apprentices in painting and decorating, and 


the highly-skilled craftsman is in great de- 
mand. 

Some of you may feel that, on leaving 
school, you want to have done with schooling 
and think that you can pick up all that you 
ever want to know at the bench or on the 
job. The fact of the matter is, of course, 
that ever since the printing-press was in- 
vented, we have been able to skim the cream 
from the accumulated skill and experience 
of generations of scientists and craftsmen. 
All this is condensed and stored in book 
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form from which you can draw it freely 
or have it passed out to you in suitable doses 
by skitled instructors who have already 
absorbed it. 

Much of the skill and knowledge that 
you can thus acquire in a few hours you 
might never have been able to arrive at 
otherwise in a lifetime of practical work. 

There never was a time when so many 
willing hands have been stretched out to 
help those who wish to widen their know- 
ledge and understanding; and never before 
have there been so many opportunities for 
promotion and advancement for the crafts- 
man who is prepared to take full advantage 
of these opportunities and who is prepared 
to accept responsibilities. 

I can think of no other industry which, 
at every stage, offers such a fascinating and 
absorbing ‘range of studies, nor such satis- 
faction in the work itself (be it done by 
hand or brain) as the creative work of the 
building industry. 


The Parent or Guardian 


When considering the choice of a career 
for your boy, may I remind you that the 
building and civil engineering industry is 
one of the largest of our major industries 
and employs a high percentage of our adult 
male population. The number of men re- 
ceiving full-time training in technical 
schools and colleges is nothing like sufficient 
to meet the industry’s needs in the admini- 
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strative and supervisory grades and it j 
therefore from the ranks of craftsme, 
trained by way of apprenticeship, that y 
must (and indeed are glad to) fill many g 
these posts. For the bright and keen la 
therefore, who is indentured to the buildin 
industry there are splendid opportunities fy, 
advancement. 

If your boy is already indentured, it yj 
be helpful and encouraging to him and t) 
his employers if you take a sympathetic 
interest in his progress and studies. 


The Employers 

As a general proposition it must be obvioy, 
that unless employers take their fair shar 
in training our future craftsmen our indy. 
try must rapidly decline and, in that cay 
everyone in it will suffer. Everybody accep 
that as a general principle but the real rally. 
ing cry must be to each individual firm, » 
let me deal frankly with those points of com. 
plaint and criticism to which individual firm; 
often give prominence, sometimes out of 
all proportion :— 

(a) The employer training apprentices jj 
casting his bread upon the waters. Ther 
is no guarantee that he will get his apprentice 
back after he has completed his period ¢ 
military training and others may reap when 
he has sown. 

It is true that in a free country som 
former apprentices may choose to go els. 
where but normally they are loyal. Mor. 
over, if each employer takes his fair shar 
of apprentices the problem recedes into it 
proper proportions. In place of those who 
go elsewhere others will be available for 
current needs. The real remedy is to pe 
suade fellow-employers in your district t 
join you in shouldering the burdens. 

(b) There is a natural reluctance on th 
part of some employers to enter into 4 
legally binding contract for so long a periot 
as five years when few employers can fore 
see with any certainty what their labour com- 
mitments are likely to be over so longi 
period. 

Actually the tasks ahead of the building 
industry are such that it should certainly b 
able usefully to employ its present crafi 
strength for a considerably longer period 
than the next five years. The deed of apprer- 
ticeship makes provision for the joint apprer- 
ticeship committee to transfer the apprentice 
to another master should the original maste 
find himself unable to complete proper trait. 
ing through lack of work. In my experienc, 
local and regional joint committees are moi 
helpful and sympathetic in the rare instanct 
when this has happened. 

(c) The provision in the agreement fo 
attendance at day release classes until th 
age of 18 is costly and sometimes incor 
venient. There is also sometimes criticism 
of the value of the training received at thes 
classes. 

It should be borne in mind that the cor 
ditions as to technical training must be 0 
served by any employer who wishes to obtall 
deferment from call-up for military servit 
for any lad, whether he be indentured unétt 
our national scheme or not. J 

As to the value of the technical trainin 
let us frankly face the fact that the facilite 
are still sometimes below the desired stant 
ard. We should not lose sight of the fat 
however, that a very heavy load indeed hi 
been placed upon education authorities # 
endeavouring to measure up to the requllt 
ments of an educational policy approve 
by the majority of all political parties. } 
principle of further education of prospect 
craftsmen, after leaving school, at day-releis 
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classes is by no means confined to the build- 
ing industry but is gradually being accepted 
as a proper obligation by most other major 
industries. As a measure of the magnificent 
progress made in this work, one has only 
to look at the phenomenal annual increase in 
the number of candidates who are success- 
fully passing the craft examinations (for ex- 
ample) of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute. With such a rapid expansion there 
must inevitably be many growing pains, par- 
ticularly in recruiting and training the right 
jnstructors and keeping the syllabuses in line 
with the requirements of the industry. The 
right course, therefore, is to give active sup- 
port to local efforts to secure the training 
facilities. 

(d) Complaints are heard from some areas 
that costs are higher, pro rata, than before 
war in respect of (i) wage rates, (ii) sick 
pay, (iii) holidays. 

One important consideration in regard to 
all these expenses is that they are chargeable 
against taxed income. They are also in the 
nature of overheads which should surely be 
fairly spread over the industry. We have to 
bear in mind the very great competition with 
other industries that exists in bidding for the 
services of the limited numbers of school- 
leavers. If we want to secure the best type 
of young men we must be prepared to offer 
wages and conditions that are sufficiently 
attractive in comparison. In matters of em- 
ployment conditions, moreover, quite apart 
from any obligations under the deed, the 
Courts of Law always take the view that the 
interests of apprentices must be specially 
safeguarded. 

Finally, when the indenture has been 
tegistered, both the employer and the 
apprentice have the benefit of the right of 
appeal in any dispute to the local, regional 
and national joint committees. The only 
bodies capable of exercising any sort of 
control over intake and training are surely 
the local joint apprenticeship committees, 
who can provide against over-recruitment in 
any trade or trades in their area and stimu- 
late recruitment when it falls short. The 
fegional joint committees can survey the 
picture from a wider angle,-and the National 
Joint Apprenticeship Board, with its con- 
tact with Government departments and other 
bodies, can advise on matters of national 
policy and help to smooth difficulties. This 
work can be done effectively only if all 
the lads learning a craft are not only inden- 
tured but registered under our National 
Scheme. 


The Joint Apprenticeship Committee 


_The success of our national joint appren- 
ticeship scheme depends in very large 
measure upon the work of the local joint 
apprenticeship committee. 

These committees are more helpful when 
all the members are inspired by a common 
objective to stimulate and control recruit- 
ment; to review local facilities for technical 
training; and to take an understanding inter- 
€st not only in the problem of the indentured 
apprentice but also of the _ individual 
employer. An admirable practice, adopted 
i Many areas, is to invite a representative 
of the local technical school and also of the 
youth employment office to sit in at the 
Meetings. Committees are least helpful 
When they are called together only to deal 
with actual disputes, most of which could 
have been avoided by mutual understanding 
and goodwill. 

If all local joint apprenticeship committees 
were equal to the best, we should have very 
few problems left that could not be solved. 


THE BUILDER 


Conclusion 


All these considerations really add up to 
four main propositions:— 

(1) A healthy building industry still 
needs many more men of the type who have 
received the full training which results from 
indenturing to a craft. It also presents 
excellent opportunities to intelligent and 
reliable men. This is not a vague, general 
problem; it places a definite duty upon all 
who can contribute to its solution. 


(2) After the growing pains and exagger- 
ated fears of its earlier phases, the existing 
national apprenticeship scheme is succeed- 
ing, to an increasing extent, in providing the 
means of fostering recruitment and proper 
training. It deserves, and should be given, 
the utmost support from all engaged in the 
industry. 

(3) Employers can, and should, con- 
fidently indenture suitable apprentices under 
that national scheme. Boys and youths of 
the right type (and their parents or guard- 
ians) can be assured that, when they are 
indentured under the national scheme, the 
national organisations in the industry recog- 
nise a responsibility towards them. 

(4) It is the privilege of local joint com- 
mittees to give the necessary impetus to 
recruitment and to the securing of good 
training facilities. 

So, I would say, let us all take our part 
with renewed zest. An enthusiastic few in 
each locality can do much towards attain- 
ing the object which we all desire. 


LMBA 
Central Area No. 3 


AN appeal for an additional 1,000 appren- 
tices in the LMBA area was made by Mr. 
R. S. Witviams (President, LMBA) at the 
annual luncheon of Central Area No. 3, held 
in Armourers’ Hall, City, on Tuesday. The 
area chairman, Mr. William L. Barker, 
FIOB, presided. 

For 15 years, said Mr. Williams, we had 
had little enough suitable practical work on 
which to train the successor of the pre-war 
craftsman, but most fortunately we had been 
able to maintain, through the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, the technical 
colleges and schools. a very high standard 
of craft education. ‘‘ We all hope,” said the 
President, “that we are now moving out of 
a period of almost total austerity building 
and are standing on the threshold of an era 
of design and construction in which builders 
can take pride. Many and varied oppor- 
tunittes for craftsmanship of the highest 
order lie ahead.” In the building industry 
there was plenty of room for the best boys 
that the colleges and schools could provide; 
builders must take those boys if they were 
to carry out the work required of them. 

Responding, the CHAIRMAN said that the 
Area was fully aware of the need and their 
apprenticeship committees were approaching 
all builders in the area, federated or not, to 
take their quota. There were at present 408 
apprentices indentured in the area. As to 
the building programme in the City, mem- 
bers of the Area were able and willing to 
undertake any class of work. 

COLONEL T. G. GALBRAITH, MIOB, propos- 
ing “ Our Guests,” stated that there had been 
criticism by the Lord Mayor of builders’ 
slowness in getting the buildings up. He 
could give an assurance that whosoever’s 
fault that might be it was not that of the 
builders. 

Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, Editor of The 
Builder, responded. 
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OBITUARY 


R. B. Ling, FRIBA, FRICS, MIStructE 


WE REGRET to record the death, which took 
place on May 9 at Sydenham, London, of 
Mr. Richard Bertram Ling, FRIBA, FRICS, 
viiStructe. Mr. Ling was responsible for 
the design of many shops, factories and 


houses in London. As an _ architectural 
student at the Royal Academy he was 
awarded a silver medal for architectural 
drawing. 


H. W. Crellin, ARICS, AMTPI 


Mr. H. W. CRELLIN, county planning 
officer for Flintshire, has died at his home 
in Mold after a short illness at the age of 
44, He came from Douglas, in the Isle of 
Man, where he served articles in the 
borough surveyor’s department, and after- 
wards held posts at Lytham St. Annes and 
Morecambe and Rochdale before going to 
Flintshire in 1946. 


DEPOSITS FOR HOUSES 
Council to be Asked to Pay 


LIVERPOOL CiTy COUNCIL is to be advised 
by the leader, SiR ALFRED SHENNAN, tO pro- 
vide the necessary deposit to ratepayers who 
wish to buy their own houses. 


This is to be done under the new plan 
of the Government to encourage more house 
buying, and Sir Alfred says the additional 
risk is so small and the potential benefit so 
great that there is much to be said for 
going full out on that idea. 


Having regard to the amounts which house 
purchase would save the city by way of 
subsidies, the Corporation could well afford 
the money. He estimated the extra cost 
would not be more than about 2s. 6d. a 
week, and many families would provide 
their own homes if financial facilities were 
made easier. 


There should be no difficulty in putting 
such a scheme into operation, he said. It 
would relieve pressure on their housing 
estates, and he would ask that this scheme 
be carried out as soon as the Bill became 
law. 


APPRENTICES’ WAGES 
New Rates Applicable 


THE NATIONAL Joint Councit for ‘the 
Building Industry at a meeting on April 20 
decided that, in addition to the cost-of-living 
adjustment already operating, there should 
be a general wage advance of 14d. per hour 
as from May 24. The new Grade rates for 
craftsmen and labourers are shown in our 
table on page 914. The rates appertaining 
to apprentices and young male labourers are 
set out below. 
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20 | 873 |3 4313 43/3 33/3 3 |3 28/3 23/3 42 
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SAFETY IN INDUSTRY 
The Executive’s Part 


HE réle of the executive in relation to 

the prevention of accidents in industry 

was outlined by SiR GEORGE EaRLE, CBE, 

chairman of Associated Portland Cement 

Manufacturers, Ltd., at the National Indus- 

trial Safety Conference, held at Scarborough 
during the week-end May 14-16. 

Throughout his paper Sir George 
emphasised that industria] accidents could 
be reduced, provided that there was 
enthusiasm for the effort. Without en- 
thusiasm no plans or schemes would succeed. 
In his opinion the question facing all those 
who worked in the accident-prevention field 
was how to get every man in a works keen 
on accident prevention. The lead, he said, 
must come from the top. “If the head of 
a business is keen about accident prevention 
it is practically certain that everybody else 
will be enthusiastic, too.” 

But enthusiasm would not keep going by 
itself. It was apt to die down unless the 
boiler was well stoked. He considered it 
the job of RoSPA, of the accident-prevention 
committees and the welfare and safety 
officers to provide the fuel, and the job of 
the chief executive was to provide the 
induced draught. 

He emphasised the importance of cleanli- 
ness and brightness in industrial premises as 
an aid to accident prevention. He wanted 
to forget the old days when accidents were 
looked upon as more or less part and parcel 
of industrial employment and to create an 
atmosphere where an accident created as 
much alarm and excitement as when we 
got an outbreak of rabies in this country. 


MECHANICAL VENTILATION 
Draft Code of Practice 


THE BRITISH STANDARDS Institution has 
issued as a draft for comment Code 352, 
“Mechanical Ventilation,” prepared for the 
Council by a joint committee convened by 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers and 
the Institution of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers. 

The Code comprises a head-code and 
seven sub-codes incorporated in one docu- 


ment, the sub-codes having the following 
titles: fans, motors and starting gear; air- 
heaters; air distribution systems; air clean- 


ing devices; thermal insulation: sound- 
proofing and anti-vibration devices; and 
temperature and humidity controls. The 
head-code 352 deals with mechanical ventila- 
tion in general, whilst the sub-codes cover in 
detail the subjects indicated in their titles. 
Cross references to the head-code and to 
other sub-codes are inserted wherever appro- 
priate. Some very helpful tables, diagrams 
and charts are also included. The Code 
gives guidance, at all stages, on the work 
involved in the general designing, planning 
and testing of ventilating systems, whereby 
air is forced into or extracted from build- 
ings. In drafting the Code, the committee 
have assumed that the design of such an 
installation will be entrusted to a fully 
qualified engineer, and that the execution of 
the work will be carried out under qualified 
supervision. 

The Code is in draft form and is subject 
to amendment in the light of comments 
received which should be submitted by June 
18. Copies of the Code, price 12s. 6d., may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, Sales Branch, 2, Park-street, W1. 
reference CP(B)1172. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


B. H. Jenkins Building Contractors, Ltd. (529765.) 
Regd. March 1, The Estate Office, Brendon-way, 
Southend-on-Sea. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: B. H. 
Jenkins, 34, Beedall-ave.. Westcliff-on- Sea. 

Pakes & Co., Ltd. (529789.) Regd. March 1, elec- 
trical and lighting equipment mnfrs., lighting con- 
sultants, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: R. C. Pakes, 
60, Langler-rd., NW10. 

Sheffield Bros., Ltd. (529782.) Regd. March 1, 5, 
Station-parade, Elmers End, Beckenham, Kent, bldrs.. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
Sheffield, 15, Wickham-chase, West Wickham. 

E. S. Foxen, Ltd. (529806.) Reg. March 2, 22, 
Station-rd., Watford, Herts, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dirs.: E. S. Foxen and Mrs. L. M. Foxen, 
102, Langley-way, Watford, Herts. 

George Gittins & Sons, Ltd. (529834.) Regd. 
March 3, 51, Brynavon-ter., a Glam, blidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Sub.: . W. J. Gittins, 2. 
Brynavon-ter., Hengoed, Glam. 

New Cross Construction Co., Ltd. (529842.) Regd. 
March 3, 11, — -Sq., Manchester, builders, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: L. A. PB and J. A. 
Payne, 40, Kenilworth-rd., Sale. 

Squire and Durkin, Ltd. (529843.) Regd. March 3, 
23, Huntersway, Dring Houses, York, bldrs. and con- 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: L. Durkin, 23, 
Huntersway, Dring Houses, York. 

Chansom Estates, Ltd. (529861.) Regd. March 4, 
Fulland’s-ave., Taunton, Som, bldrs. and contractors. 
etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. Dirs.: W. J. Channing and 
H. J. T. Channing, Brent View, Berrow-rd., Burnham- 
on-Sea). 

Newton and Jubb, Ltd. (529881.) Regd. March 4, 
49, Clarence-rd., Worksop, Notts, plumbers, sanitary 
engrs., surveyors, sewage disposal engineers, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. H. — Woodseats, Lough- 
borough-rd., Ruddington, Not 

Stabilisation of Soils, Ltd. 529890.) Regd. March 
4, 80a, Scotter-rd., Scunthorpe, bldg. contractors, 
sawyers, public works contractors, civil and genl. 
engrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: D. S. Grant, 98, 


Cliff-gdns., Scunthorpe. 

J. F. Meehan, Ltd. (529931.) Regd. March 5, 
painters, decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: 
J. F. Meehan and Mrs. E. Meehan, 73, Cross Green- 
la.. Leeds, 9. 

Wm. Ashman & Sons, Ltd. (529947.) Regd. March 
5, 26, Pall Mall, Manchester, 2, genl. contractors, 
painters and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000 
Dir.: E. W. A. Ashman, 31, Wensley-rd., Kersal, 
Salford. a 

Geo. Grimwood & Sons, Ltd. (527250). Regd 
December 24. St. Gregory’s Works, Acton-sq., Sud- 
bury, Suffolk. Bldrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £20,000. Dir.: MoQuhae, Byways, Abbey- 
rd., Sudbury, Suffolk. 

Advance Insulation, Ltd. (530287.) Regd. March 
13. 482, Roman-rd., Bow, E3, pipe insulators, re- 
frigeration; plumbers, gas, water, heating and elec- 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: W. E. Newman 
and Mrs. A. L. Newman, 32, Hewlett-rd., E3. 

Christian and Dobbs, Ltd. (530293.) Regd. March 
13, 19, Tuesday Market-pl., King’s Lynn, Norfolk, 
elec., sanitary, heating, lighting and genl. engrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Dobbs, Bridge-rd., 
Sutton Bridge, nr. Spalding, Lincs. 

Davis and Birch, Ltd. (530300). Regd. March 13, 
5 and 7, Cyril-rd., Small Heath, Birmingham, plum- 
bers, leadmakers, sanitary engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 


£3,000. Dir.: J. D. O. Davis, The Cottage, Fillong- 
ley-rd., Meriden, Warwicks. 

Dayon, Ltd. (530301.) Regd. March 13, Cross 
Keys Hse., 56, Moorgate, EC2, engrs., etc. Nom. 


cap.: £100. Dirs.: L. A. Davis and osced I. L. Davis, 
White Lodge, Rose Walk, Purley, Surre 

H. K. Ferguson Co. of Great Britain. Lid. (530311). 
Regd. March 13, 19, Berkeley-st.. W.1, genl. con- 
tractors, construction and engineering, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Subs.: C. J. Pollard and F. Thompson, 
11, Old Jewry, EC2. 

Lawrence Bros. (Erectors), Ltd. (530318.) Regd. 
March 13, 3. The Quadrant, Richmond, Surrey, steel- 
work and sheet erectors, structural, heating, ventilat- 
ing, civil, mech., elec. and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5.000. Dirs.: T. Lawrence and Beryl D. Law- 
rence, 47, The Ridings. Surbiton, Surrev. 

G. F. Falconer and Son, Ltd. (530352.) Reg. 


March 15, 4, Broadway-chbrs., St. Peters-st.. St. 
Albans. bldrs.. contractors and civil engrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Subs.: G. F. Falconer and Mrs. A. P. 


Falconer, 68, Winton-dr., 
Gifford and Son, Ltd. 


Croxley Green, Herts. 
(530353.) ig March 15, 
19, Byker Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne 6, bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1.000. Dirs.: J. O. Gifford. 
Mrs. F. Gifford and O. C. Gifford, all of 104, Rokeby- 
ter.. Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Read Bros. (Grantham), Ltd. (530368.) Regd. 
March 15, Midland Bank-chbrs., 89, Westgate, Gran- 
tham, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: J. W. 
Read. J. Read and Mrs. B. I. Read, all of Red Hse.. 
Sandon-rd., Grantham. 

Thos. R. Donnelly, Ltd. (530376.) Regd. March 
15, 71, Harrowden-rd., Bedford, bldr. and contractor. 


Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: 
J. Donnelly, 71, Harrowden-rd.. Bedford. 

G. T. Hunt and Sons, Ltd. (530401.) Regd. March 
16, 27, Bryanston-rd., Solihull, Warwicks, plastering 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £1 000. Dir.: G. T. Hunt, 

6, Hobmoor-rd., Yardley, Birmingham. 


TOR: Donnelly and Mrs. 
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BUILDING AND ENGINEERING 
CONTRACTS 


Change of Policy 


KENT County CoUNCIL are to change their 
present policy of entering into separate con- 
tracts for the carrying out of heating and 
electrical works. 

The buildings committee has decided that, 
for works estimated to cost not more than 
£3,000, including building and engineering 
works but excluding tar paving works, the 
present practice, which has been followed for 
many years, should be discontinued, and that 
instead the engineering works should form 
part of the building contract. 

They also propose “that it should be left 
to the county architect to decide whether, 
having regard to the nature and size of the 
engineering works, they should be specified 
in detail in the specification for the building 
works or provided for therein by means of 
a provisonal sum or sums, in which latter 
event competitive quotations would be 
obtained.” 

Under the revised arrangement the build- 
ing contractor would be responsible for the 
proper execution of the engineering works, 

The committee believes that it might be 
desirable at a later date to extend the new 
arrangement so as to include works costing 
more than £3,000. 


LIME IN BUILDING 
Its Durability Stressed 


REFERRING to the use of lime in building 
in his presidential address to the Limestone 
Federation at their annual convention in 
Llandudno on May 14, Mr. Haro 
FLETCHER, JP, said: “ For the sake of con- 
venience and speed there was a tendency 
between the wars to turn away from the use 
of lime in building and to use alternative 
cementitious materials. It was rather like the 
Australian aborigine who was given a new 
boomerang and spent the rest of his life 
trying to throw away his old one. The use 
of lime in building has been traditional down 
the ages, in pyramids and palaces, cathedrals 
and castles, houses and hotels, in fact in every 
kind of building designed to endure. Lime 
has stood the test of time. There are count- 
less monuments to its durability both as 
mortar and plaster in the great buildings of 
ancient Egypt and Rome and, _ indeed, 
throughout the world. Lime is still used 
extensively for mortar plastering and external 
rendering, and the research which has been 
carried out with mixtures of lime and Port- 
land cement, and with lime and gypsum 
plaster, has revealed how the usefulness of 
these materials can be extended so that in 
many cases the results obtained are better 
than those obtained from any of them used 
separately.” 


METAL SCAFFOLDING 


MoW Advisory Leaflet 


“METAL SCAFFOLDING,” No. 36 in the 
Ministry of Works series of advisory leaflets, 
published by HM Stationery Office (price 
3d.), is intended mainly to help the small 
builder who wishes to erect his own scaffold- 
ing or hired components. 

It deals with simple types of putlog and 
independent scaffolds for house building and 
maintenance work up to three or four 
storeys. A typical scaffold of each type 18 
illustrated to show how the various com- 
ponents are assembled and how bracing 
should be carried out when necessary. 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT PRICES: OF M, | TERIALS 








HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand maa “a 
Washed Sand . eee 
fin. Shingle... 
tin. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze ; 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site Pe 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do.‘ site. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to sae 9d. i ton. 

White oo Cement ; 
Under | to 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6- ‘ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 


London ae se ane 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 


First Hard Stocks .. aks ‘a 

Second Hard Stocks ... : 

Mild Stocks 3 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and. prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... ‘ ‘ ae aa 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics eee 
Cellular Rustics ... 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced 


Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) 
in. do. (London Stations) .. 


din. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
= Machine-made Multi Red Facings ‘(London 
ites) 
sa Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 
ites) 
2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 
2¢in. Surrey Clamp Burnt. Multi “Stock "Facings 
(London Sites) Sag 


per yd. 


per cwt. 


per ton 
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2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt 
(London Sites) 


Multi Stock Facings 


Glazed Bricks (London sites), Ww hite, Tory, Brown— 


Stretchers 

Headers a 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats” 

Double Stretchers ... ed aoe 

Double Headers 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end 

Splays and Squints mae aaa aa 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


th 
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HoLLow CLAy PARTITION BLOcKS (Keyed) 


Minimum 

; lorry loads. 
2 in. mon pee 140 yds. ae a 
2+ in. 140 yds. aaa eee 
3 in. “s a 120 yds. eee eee 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. nae ae 


Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. 100 yds. 

23 in. 85 yds. 

3 in. 75 yds. 

4 in. 55 yds. 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 

23 in. 

3 ~ 


rf in. Load bearing quality ra 3 as 
FLoor BLOcKs 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. sahil 12 in. one in - 
lorry-loads 


4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. do. 
7 in. do. 
8 in. do. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


. per yd. 


sup. 


DAnhw HAnlh 


es 
ee 
Oe 


per 1,000 a 10 
pe 4 13 
Ms 39 7 
Hi 46 16 
54 1 
pu 61 15 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Ov er 2 tons 


under 2 tons 


under 2 tons 


Best Quality +674% +973% +1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10°% +673% +10% +973% +10% +10739 
Tested Quality +3742 +6749 +374%+9789 T3708 t 10k? 
B.S.S. Tested do.  +474°34+673°%% +473°%+974% +4749 2410747 
3 in. Land Drain laa (in 12 in. ae. per 1,000 10 8 % 
4 in. do. “ee , a pe 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. cea yor ron ... per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground - 7 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area __,, a a 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ads a. a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region 9 ane nos “is P 7 Tk 
i -Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area a per ft. sup. 6 2 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described aa a 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, tac aan 
stooled cills : aa - ft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6 in. do. “do. = 2 4 3 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated <a 114 0 
12in. xX 3in. Weathered and —_— throated coping ‘a 23 6 
14 in. X 6in. do. a a y oe 
43in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed ae top and face . aaa ~ 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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6TONE—continued ssid: ’ ; s & 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. x 3 in. rey ree até «. perton 110 0 

— “or "ei for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 9in. Xx 7 in. Seetis watsl fees one eco wee soe 5 0 
Do. ir one edge for tair faced 10 in. x 44in., 12 in. x Sin. a iG Bae 15 0 
- scanner” ‘es 2 ~ = 4 in., Hoag oe, in., Ung . 3t in., 

ard York— in. in., in. in., in. in., 

12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10 in. x Sin., 10in. x 8 in., 12in. x 8 in., 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13 in. Xx Sin., 14in. xX Sin,  14in. X Gin, ” 10 0 

and front ... per ft. cube ? 2 40 14in. x 8in., 15in. X Sin, 15in. x 6in., 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... 16 9 16in. X 6in., 16 in. Xx 8 in, 18 in. X 6in., 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 18 in. X 7 in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. x 6} in., 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes _ peryd.sup. 2 11 9 = “ x it in. ees ee ae a —e 
TILES and PANTILES Steel rm gn ag x & ae a eS 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated. work delivered London— 7 _ “ 2 
ee ee ee ee from oie R.S. Joists cut and fitted mae ae ae 210 

Cc . eee eee oo j 

Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... 41 18 6 a pecans ins ai ee a re. a 63 0 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 Compound stanchions et) ibe: a ” 66 10 0 
Hand-made 103 x 63 tiles Berkshire district 2:17 0 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ea 78 10 0 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district . 3S: -O Average prices not for awkward work. 
Sond -made Hip and Valley tiles is doz. : ; : Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
eam tiles 10} x 6 alley tiles do 618 6 Stock $ i in. diam., and upwards ? i - 9» 3912 0 

do. Interlocking (49S) 18 9 6 Fo peggy —_. im 22% 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. $ oy a wi 22s 
SLATES 4 in. do. a oes ae S88 si 170 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Mitp STEEL TUBES 

paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 

1,000 actual. Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

ae 100 16 9 Class A — 3% 

= : 7 = : : Class B +,3 a 1 Light + + 208% Malleable List — 394%+35% 

. ass eavy 

ap. a2 oo so ee 

20 x 10 ees | “oo. me 

18 x 10 50 17 0 ClassB — 13% Light + 9% Malleable List — 393% 

So ao bee aoe aes pare ae 4315 0 ClassC — 3°7 Heavy + 163° 

16 x . sea on son eee See sg ne = 3 : Ck Rane Gece 

16 x , I, HALF- 

Nore. 2 in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. a. iii ee 
he Bin, ae ae ame ee MD 2/9 /10 
oftwood— 33 in. : <ay - / 

Joinery quality . Ex. oe per standard = to £125 lag en) Re at 3/5 1/2 

Carcassing quality ” 10 to £100 4h in. tA ees 4/104 3/9 1/6 
= 1 = a and Grooved Flooring do. » £106 5 in. : ee Re . 5/54 4/2 1/8 

ardwood— 

o— S.E. a do. perft.cube 1 5 0 : C.1.0.G. Gutters } 

Honduras do... do. 3°25'.50 3 in. re 4/1: 3/8 AR 

on European do... do. i 117 6 34 in. so tte tte ate 4/65 3/8 1/2 

do. Japanese do. nas do. a 25:50 4 in. S/= 3/9 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. ie 150 43 in. 5/53 4/5 1/8 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 3 0 0 5 in. woe ee wee S/T S/1 1/11 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. ss 1 1 0 C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in vied iene = a" recta 
Delivered London area. 2 in. on oe oo rig ae 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 23 in. a a ry / 

2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 iggageed each 1 12 0 shin an 8 ye 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oa Se ep Res 2 In. tee tee see tee tee 
2ft.6in. x 6ft.6in, oe ne 114 0 | 4in. tees 9/11} 6/11 10/2 
2ft.9in. xX 6ft.6in. _... ak ove a 116 6 ‘LCC. ‘Com Som Pires 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. ee = Re ~~ 30 5/10 1/2 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. see sie “ae 3 2 9°06 24 in. ae a ioe cs 6/6 8/11 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ses eee ss 241 6 3 in. a a ine iy 9/04 7/2 10/8 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. 10/14 8/11 12/5 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. to “ se pe 2 2d 4in. ; 11/64 10/- 14/7 
2ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. ... ve tee ” 23 6 Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 2} per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. Oin. x 2 ™ lain in L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds tol ton) . ° per yd. 5 8 In 9-fts. 
in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) eee ” 7 4 cwt. qr. lb. _— per yd. Bends Branches 

ain do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) oe » 8 113 4 in. io a an ae 20/5 14/3 25/- 

24 in. > ef} _ to : vom wee » red 3, 6 in. = a ae ee | 30/4 29/7 51/3 

3 oO. yds. to 1 ton ‘ 

Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
ted insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
4 in. imported insu q per 100 sq.ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per em i, ‘ 
in. in. in. 4 in 
4 ar er > ie a ee ” 2 3 6 | pipes 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10. 6/5 

in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets : - per yd. sup 3 2 Single B et. ag 33 ve 34 46 
2 Felt, peed - ae ie 19 Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
sa Scotch Glue, <" slabs a vs - per } cwt. 50 0 — . ona <i = Me 32 3/9 aio as. 

do. pearl .. 51570 0. aD ee ces 

oid Glue 28’ ib. 2 5 °8 Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Saks 3 in. (1- ton lots) per ton 54.5 0 in. din Sin. 6 in. 

do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) “ 50 15 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : eee per cwt. 216 3 Drop ends ... .. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) nae pl 2129 -_ Ends ... eee ait 35° an it 
Angles ane nee 
METALS STEEL Joists, a N ” 
ozzles eee Re 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
sts— a : 
ay" 5in., 8 in. X S5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. Xx 6in. Union Clips eC 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
12 in. X 6 in. ones cut to ans delivered London Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS : 
Extra for sizes — ft. length: a oe oie Stor Sle 
‘a for sizes Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. - 

3in. X 1} in. ose me 310 0 Drop ends ... .. each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/il 4/3 

3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. x 3 in., 5 in. x 2b Bit. as. ”» i 3:0 Stopends ... bie es /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 

4in. X ljin . oe *” 320 «0 Angles ae cele as 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 

43 in. x 13 in., 24 in. x Thi in. viene - 200 Nozzles ext Des 2/1 255 2/8 2/1 = 4/3 

5in. X 3 in, Qin. xX 7in. ... - o ie 100 Union Clips | eee 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2- 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
fe. @ 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown fname iid 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars me 37 15 0 
Mild Steel Hoops 38 10 O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£ sa 

Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ta , Ses fee one «-. 4519 G6 

24 gauge ... ad ne wre Bee ae .. 47 4 6 

26 gauge ... Scie ees Oe Ge 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... i ar 52 10 0 

24 gauge ... sie ree eee ees as aoe 54 10 0 

26 gauge ; exe aw SEP -S @ 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ... ve see «- S210 0 

24 gauge ... _ aes ae Wes me <a, 2 100 

26 gauge oes wig ake er so «< se 2 @ 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. gin. din. lin. Ifin. I}in. 2Zin. 

Screwdown bib cocks ecniene 

head for iron 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 


do. with two unions forlead 85/- 126/— 223/9 400/-— 529/- 1178/- 


Double nut boiler screws . 15/9 22/—- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .... 65/— 148/~ 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union brass haa to 
iron se om : 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 
"44 in. Idin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws 28/6 Leyes 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves ... avs ae 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 64/- 
1} Xx 6lb. ft x 6b. 2x 7lb. 3 x TIb: 
Lead P. trap with ame desea 
screws 59/- 74/- 103/- 176/6 
Lead S. trap ‘do. 71/- 88/3 127/6 225/6 
Solder a ¢& 
Plumbers’ : as ay et -- Ib. 3 O 
Tinmen’s ane as oe see eee = ey 
Blow pipe . 3 9 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 283d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 4 

tin. x 19 gauge ae 12} Total per lb. 403 
din. x 19, oo 102 ns yi 394 
Pmxis , ie. SS os me 373 
Bin x Is -,, «- «=: BF me on 374 
fm xis ,, es. SE 3 od 374 
Zim: X17 10} ” 383 
Rolled Copper ‘Sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ s 


d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 300 5 0 


Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. aa 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. ae 612 9 

Brass tubes basic asset cans ee and manufactur- 
ing extras «» per lb. 1 114 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ s« & 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and emt perton 130 0 0 
Lead Water Pipeincoils . ees ‘a i S$ O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. een ‘a 132 15 0O 
do. over 4 in. dia. asa cee a 134 15 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ; Ae os 132 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton ne es per cwt 2 0 
3cwt. do. SCwe ve Vis «ats - 4 0 
lewt. do. SOwWE. .«: Ss 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £85 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on nm perton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. ms 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aes i 79 0 
do. Fine do. do. Tas e 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads... ake bi oa 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do: ua a6 ae er a Sil 6 
Lump Lime. GO: ss a 5 10 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads . oy 10 4 0 
ink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ... Pe 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads sai ‘i = 2 6 3 
Hair . percwt. 417 6 

— Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
. and over in one delivery. Delivered site... per yd. 2 3 


Gamen Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site . 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £ s. @& 
Ceiling Distemper percwt. 112 O 
Washable Distemper . 312 @ 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) — percwt. 311 O 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 10 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 3 0 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg : percwt. 612 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, | cwt. keg ... aaa Pe at & 
Size XD quality, 28 lb... <a per tin ‘9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ... per gal. 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ap st oa 13 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra des “i 5 6% 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. 4 9 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) Ses 6 20 
Paste Powder (1 lb. a: per |b. 1 6 
White Lining Paper : per piece i a? 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ae ie Petgnk 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. re aa: iat PS 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside aad eae v eT 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. dea saa axe a & 256 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. wes Pe as ra yee Se 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... ada =e saa 5 210 0 
Front Door Varnish oe ree ies jaa a 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... eae vad sas ees ea 110 0 
Black Japan aii wes Jes wae aed a 15 06 
Brunswick Black ... aaa ade ius ae ‘a 100 
Berlin Black ics aes a ae aaa “a i$ 0 
Terebene ARE ae aa4 a a | ae 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) an adg aaa ti 2 @'¢ 
French and Brush Polish (do.) _... aa waa + 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
$.: é 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 54 
24 OZ. ” ” ” ” ” ” eco 7t 
26 io ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 94 
32 o: ” ” ” ” see 1 0 
+ in. “Rolled Piate.. ; ¢ are mae we ae 9 
fein. and } in. Rough Cast 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns : 
White ... a 9 
do. Standard Tints 1 4} 
do. Special Tints a, aes ar ane “aa y 
¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating << ois a44 1 1 
4 in. Wired Cast ... i 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 24 
— Glass Blocks— Each 
B.2 5} x 53 X 3g in. ... 2 9 
PBS Ls Rol Bade fg 42 
P.B.32 13 xX 7} x 34 as 4°2 
Radiused Corner Blocks o ‘match up with— 
.B.2 ips § 3 
P.B.3 6 > 
P.B.32 ; pre 6 > 
t in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ~e x Dey, 
” ” ” ” 5 ft. sup. 45 
” ” ” ” 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
aaa o sa 100 ft. sup. . 5 6 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates onesies 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ia or 135 in. 
both ways 4 
Not ooune 180 ft. sup., or ditto . i ah “aa 11 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . ps : ia 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. — 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft.super. 


Description of Glass quantity. s. d 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 3,000 4 
24 oz. ,, 9» 2,000 52 
a OZ. 4s ” 2,000 74 
2 oz 2,000 ot 
rf in. Roiled Plate 1,000 7} 


4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 


Patterns, White = 1,000 71t 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte re 1,000 103 
#s in. and } in. Rolled Plate or rs Cast 2,000 103 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal aad 2,000 1 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast a3 wae we «= 1 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 
















AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 



























































































































































*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. + Plus 2d. per working day. { This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

NOTE. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

‘WOMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 918 


















































































PP ence ane KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. ooo. Grade, 
RAMA coo cbuenkn scsi stestars a ete Pr gee er Pag eee eer mea A RUINS 9 a vectats ssi oc 
Aberdare ... A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. —* 
Sdeaawnny me Craftsmen ... ae a 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 tS ; 
ingdon Eee «x. x 
pone ooeelibeagy . Labourers ... oe as 3/34 3/3 3/24 3/2 Skipton UD, Ses At 
Addlestone a eafor ie 
Town, Town. Grade. Town. 
a District — MOY 5, crcsnccarseccscacacen A2 EMSIED Scns cccecessstssccese Al MAINOND vcccccacancdadeancncorel 
poo eening U — ooo Burnham-on-Crouch Filey U.D. ms a ey ; 
Raa “Al Se ROR A Fleetwood ak Lyneham (Devon) ne Somerset, County « 
ee os oe Burton-on-Trent C.B. ......A ae A Macclesfield  .....:sccceccsseos Southampton 
aa “aa i RE A Folkeston A2 Maidenhead .. “Al Southend- aniie Din 
yo “*e seeeees Tad Bury St. Edmunds . 1 Frinton Al Maidstone ... Al Southpo 
ymca al ae SE eS ae BEIDT op eesavsescie Al RATERS Ree ee i South Peisiag Cia. 4: 
Andover at Byfleet ........ Al Gainsborough U.D. aA Maldon (Essex) .. whl Spalding U.D. ..... 
Ardingly Calder Valley wA OO re okt Malvern U.D... . Al Stafford M.B.. 
runde Cambridge ik Gillingham (Kent). er | Manchester .......0..sesesseeees A Staines .......... 
Ascot . Cannock U.D. ue MUNI cess ascotspesasckennses A Manningtree .. Al Stamford M.B. 
Ashby-de Zo 1 ee Canterbury A2 PROS A Mansfield M.B. ..........000++ A Stantonwick 
Ashby Woulds U.D Cardiff ....... Gloucestershire, winenal of tA2 aw er | Stevenage 
Ashford (Kent)........ x Ys Cardiganshire, Pe err ae "A2 0 eee A2 Stockport 
Ashford (Middlesex) A ae A Goole M.B.. A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. . 
Ashington ............. a Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport A Marypott ....... A Stockton-on-Tees 
aaa adh: Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B. aA Matlock U.D. Stoke-on-Trent C.B 
Ashton-under-Lyne  .........A OT SRST A Gravesend ...... wA Melksham ........ Stoke Orchard ..... 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford A Great Yarmouth .............+. A Melton Constable .. Stourbridge M.B. . 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterliams ...........s A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D. Stourport U.D. .... 
Soe EE A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr .....sseseseeee Stowmarket 
Aylesby (Yorks) eX Charmy Down ..... A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B:,.A 
AW IERIATIN <2. 2s-sersspovenss ce Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough..... Br Middleton ...... Sunderland District a" 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D... aA Guiseley ....... a Middlewich .... Sunningdale ........... 
Bakewell a ana on “a2 Chelmsford ........... oe Halesowen M.B. Milford Haven Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
Banbury ............... “A2 Cheltenham . A Halifax ..... Morecambe .... rn 
Barnard Castle U.D..........A | Chepstow Al Halstead ee gsr > Swanage . 
Barnoldswick U.D. “Al Chertsey .. A Haresfield Ws un es CY wccorcccccccccccceses Swansea 
Barnsley .............. ik Chester ...:... A Harlow ....... as Nantwich ............66 peesnesae’ A Swindon ....... 
Barrow-in-Furness .........«.. A Chesterfield M. vA Harpenden PIBIRION: oecverdeausscacks ; Swinton U.D. .. 
Barrow-upon-Soar_ R.D. Chesterfield R. D. Sesseenavesease’ A Harrogate Newark-on-Trent R.D.. Tamworth M.B. 
~~ Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Hartlepool A Newbury _ ........-..0040 Tenterden ...... 
OSE UR Sicha GN Oe A Chichester seesseeenences teeeees A2 Harwich A Newcastle-on-Tyne Tewkesbury 
Basford R. D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere ... A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven ir 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _...... A2 New Forest District ......... Al Thetford ......... yy 
ea Huish ......2.00cccecssesveeesAe Hatfield (Herts.) ... Newmarket ........ Mal Th Be 
Basingstoke .Al Ch Orpe Bay ..... a 
Bath 5a OTIEY — a. sscersvccssceecovesers A Haywards Heath .. A2 Newport, Mon. ... er Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Change of Post 


Mr. Colin Brown has been appointed sur- 
yeyor and engineer to Malling RDC, Kent, 


THE BUILDER 


Working Rule 
Their 1954-55 Working Rule Agreement and 


Supplemental Notes for the Building 
Industry in the London District, price 6d., 
has been issued by the London Regional 
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Timber Course 

Dr. H. E. Desch, FRICS, is to hold his 
usual one-week course on Timber at Oxford 
from July 5 to 10, assembling on the evening 
of July 4. Intending students should write 


and will relinquish his post as Congleton Joint Committee of the National Joint Coun- to 11, Haymarket, SWI. 


Borough Surveyor in August. 


Appointment 
Mr. M. A. Humphrey, deputy surveyor 


cil for the Building Industry. 
Raising Ceiling Heights 
The Brighton Housing Committee have 


Telephone Number 


The National Smoke Abatement Society 
have announced that the telephone has now 


and engineer for four years, has_ been given instructions to the Borough Engineer been installed at their new offices at No. 30, 
appointed surveyor and engineer to Runcorn .and Surveyor that the minimum height of Grosvenor-place, SW1, and the number is 
UDC in succession to Mr. A. B. Cunning- ceilings in dwellings built by the Corpora- Sloane 6301. 


ham, who is retiring. 
Building Societies Association 


The Duke of Devonshire has succeeded 
the Earl of Halifax as president of the Build- 


ion is to be 8 ft. instead of 7 ft. 6 in. for 
habitable rooms which the by-laws require. 
RIBA Prizes 


Tie RIBA Prizes and _ Studentships 


Association’s Chairman 

At the annual general meeting of the 
British Wood Preserving Association, 6, 
Southampton-place, WC1, held in London 


ing Societies Association. Mr. Francis E. Pamphlet for 1954-55—which contains full © April 21, Mr. Stanley Robinson, chair- 
Lumb, JP (Bradford Equitable), succeeds Mr. information upon the various prizes and ™an of the Midland Tar Distillers, Ltd., was 
Hubert Newton (Leek and Moorlands) as studentships, together with, where applic- Clected president of the Association. 


chairman; and Mr. Fred Bentley (Halifax) 
becomes deputy chairman. 


Heating Engineers’ “At Home ” 


The Institution of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers held an “At Home” on May 10 
at their new premises, 49, Cadogan-square, 
§W1. Guests were welcomed by members 
of the reception committee, and inspected 
the house which, in addition to providing 
ample secretarial and office space, offers a 
library and lounge for the use of members. 


North Brick Output 


Mr. C. K. Moore, assistant regional direc- 
tor, Ministry of Works, told members of the 
Northern Regional Board for Industry, at a 
recent meeting in Newcastle, that 38,151,000 
bricks were manufactured in Northern brick- 
yards during March. Due to bad weather, 
production in the previous two months was 
down, however, so that the overall figures 
for the first quarter of the year showed a 
decrease on those of the previous year. 


Summer Meeting 


The summer meeting of the Building 
Teachers’ Conference will take the form of 
a Visit to Guildford and Charterhouse School 
on June 19. Members and friends are to 
proceed to Guildford and visit the Old 
Castle grounds, then to proceed to Pewley 
Downs for a picnic lunch, after which a 
conducted tour will be made of Charter- 


able, the detailed programmes for the com- 
petitions—is now obtainable at the RIBA, 
66, Portland-place, W1, price 2s. 6d. exclu- 
sive of postage. 


New President 


The retiring president, Mr. R. D. Hamer, 
presided at the annual general meeting of 
the Aluminium Development Association 
held at their premises in 33, Grosvenor- 
street, W1, on April 23, and introduced the 
Report for 1953. The president for the 
ensuing year was elected and is Mr. R. T. 
Priestman, managing director of T. J. Priest- 
man, Ltd. 


Uses of Stone 


The first of a regular bi-monthly series 
of information sheets has been issued by 
the British Stone Federation, 70, Victoria- 
street, SW1. In future issues of these in- 
formation sheets it is hoped to deal in detail 
with a variety of topics affecting the use 
of stone. An advisory panel has been set 
up to give advice, and inquiries should be 
addressed to the Secretary at the Federa- 
tion’s offices. 


An Old Timber Measurer 

Messrs. Frederick Warne and Co., Ltd., 
publishers of Hoppus’s Measurer, a series 
of tables of ready reference for the timber 
trade, write that an interesting note about 


Scriven Hall 


In process of demolition near Knares- 
borough (Yorks) is Scriven Hall, one of the 
county’s old country houses, It was the home 
of Sir Henry Slingsby, the Royalist, and a 
fire destroyed two-thirds of the buildings 
about 18 months ago, just after the house had 
been derequisitioned after 13 years’ occupa- 
tion. The disaster made the cost of restora- 
tion prohibitive, but the 17th-century brew- 
house will be preserved for historical reasons. 


Joinery Federation's AGM 


The annual general meeting of the Joinery 
and Woodwork Employers’ Federation took 
place recently at the Connaught Rooms, 
London, when the chairman, Mr. James B. 
Austin, reported on the work carried out 
during the past year. and the following 
officers and committee were elected: Chair- 
man, James B. Austin (Austins of East Ham, 
Ltd.); vice-chairmen, H. J. E. Ripper 
(Rippers, Ltd.) and B. Pratten (F. Pratten 
and Co., Ltd.); and treasurer, M. van Wester- 
borg (Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd.). 


Glass Centre 

The Glass Manufacturers’ Federation has 
completed the development of 19, Portland- 
place, as a centre for the glass industry. The 
purpose of the Federation in developing this 
centre was to extend its existing services to 
members and to the public. One room has 


house School under the direction of the this boak appeared in the Dereham and been equipped for occasional exhibitions, 


Estate Manager, Mr. A.G. Buck. There will 


Fakenham Times recently. It appears that 


and in the basement of the premises a perma- 


be a limited number of seats in a coach, and What is believed to be the oldest copy of nent exhibition has been installed. Designed 


application for places should be made by 
June 2 to the hon. secretary, B. C. G. Stevens, 
LCC Brixton School of Building, Ferndale- 
road, SW4. 


Prestressed Concrete 


A new film on pretensioned prestressed 
concrete as applied to building construction 
was shown in London on Tuesday (May 18) 
to an invited audience by Concrete, Ltd., the 
sponsors, The film deals with the general 
Principles of both normal reinforced con- 
crete and prestressed concrete, and shows 
by means of animated diagrams and sample 


this book in existence is soon to be inspected 
at Thetford by a timber expert, Dr. S. E. 
Wilson. This leather-bound copy, dis- 
covered amongst a local firm’s records, is 
dated 1737, a year before the one in the 
Timber Development Association museum 
in London, which had previously been re- 
garded as the oldest in existence. 


Association’s Luncheon 


More than 500 members and guests of the 
Gauge and Tool Makers’ Association 
attended their quarterly luncheon held 
recently at the Savoy Hotel, London. The 


by L. S. Rider, ARIBA, and C. E. Weeden, 
MSIA, this exhibition wili illustrate the wide 
variety of manufacturing processes and 
products of the industry. Mr. Peter Thorney- 
croft will open the premises on May 24. 


The 2,000th Dwelling 


The 2,000th permanent post-war dwelling 
to be erected by the Wandsworth MBC 
will be opened by Mr. Harold Maemillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
at Albert Carr-gardens, Streatham, SW16, at 
a ceremony to be held this afternoon. Apart 
from the 2,000 dwellings already completed 


tests the reason for the greater rigidity of president of the Association, Mr. F. W. by the council since the end of the war, 


prestressed concrete. Another 


sequence Halliwell, MIMechE, presided; and the guest approximately a further 1,400 are at present 


shows the manufacturing process of pre- of honour was Lord Hives, CH, MBE, chair- under construction, and the council hopes 
stressed hollow floor slabs as carried out in man and managing director of Rolls-Royce, that by the progressive redevelopment of 
one of the many factories producing these Ltd. The Gauge and Tool Exhibition being suitable sites an additional 1,700 units of 
units. A chart showing the comparative cost held at the New Horticultural Hall, West- accommodation may be provided within the 


of prestressed and normal reinforced con- minster is to remain open until May 28, future. 


The architect for the Albert Carr- 


crete is also featured. While the film avoids and the Association has issued the third gardens scheme is Mr. Basil Hughes, FRIBA, 
over-simplifying its subject, its appeal should edition of its export catalogue in English, FRICS, and the service roads upon the 
not be limited to the experts only. Those French and Spanish. This can be obtained, estate are being constructed under the super- 
with some interest in the subject will price 6d., from their offices at Standbrook vision of the Borough Engineer, Mr. Philip 


undoubtedly find it of value to them. 


House, 2-5, Old Bond-street, W1. 


V. Marchant, MInstCE, MIMunE. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of ’Phone Number 


Concrete, Ltd., have announced that they 
have changed their Hounslow ‘telephone 
number to Hounslow 2323, and under this 
number are grouped all their lines. 


Sheet Metal Factory, London 


Nearing completion in Cambridge Heath- 
road, E2, is the new factory for Messrs. 
Schaverien Sheet Metal and Engineering 
Co., Ltd., to be known as Moarain House; 
the opening ceremony will shortly take place. 
The demand for heavy gauge pressed steel 
rainwater goods has made the old factory in 
Mile End-road inadequate, necessitating the 
erection of these new premises. 


Fibre Board 


Most fibre building boards produced are 
suitable for distempering, oil paints, emulsion 
paints and special finishes, but a board with 
a primed surface to satisfy the Factory Act 
needs initially and still be suitable for further 
on-site treatment where necessary has now 
been produced by Celotex, Ltd. This sugar- 
cane fibre board, called ‘“ Highlight,” 
understood to have a high insulation value, 
is being installed in a number of public 
buildings. “ Highlight” is a specially pre- 
pared finish which penetrates the surface of 
the board. During the manufacturing pro- 
cess the paint is scientifically brushed into 
the board and hot-rolled to give it a smooth 
white finish. Then one coat of paint or dis- 
temper can be given on the site. 


Plastic Materials 


The large-scale production in Great 
Britain of a range of rubber-like polymers 
based on butadiene is planned by Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Ltd.’s Plastics Division 
at Welwyn Garden City. Pilot plant quanti- 
ties should be available later this year, but 
it is not expected that the full-scale plant 
at Wilton, North Yorkshire, which will have 
a planned capacity of about 10,000 tons per 
year, will commence operation before 1956. 
It is intended to manufacture copolymers 
using a variety of second components, includ- 
ing acrylonitrile and styrene. These copoly- 
mers will cover a range from oil-resisting 
substances of the Perbunan type to hard, 
reinforcing resins. They will be available 
in the form of latices suitable for the pro- 
duction of emulsion paints. 


Canteen Design 


Increased attention is being paid to the 
design of modern streamlined canteens to 
provide comfortable, pleasant surroundings. 
Unsightly architectural features are disguised 
by simple decoration, and stimulating wall- 
papers of contemporary design are em- 
ployed. Continental awnings over the servery 
can conceal strip lighting, and sliding con- 
certina screens can be fitted to seclude the 
servery from the dining-rooms when social 
events are in progress. Such features have 
been used in the design of the cafeteria at 
Southampton Docks, the Leyland Motor Co. 
canteen, and one of the Castlereagh Festival 
of Belfast restaurants. Stotts of Oldham 
were responsible for the design and installa- 
tion of café equipment used in these canteens, 
and the firm maintains a planning department 
working in conjunction with architects on 
the practical aspect of canteen design. Tech- 
nical advice is offered and specifications will 
be prepared to meet any canteen equipment 
problem. 


THE BUILDER 


Golden Jubilee 


The golden jubilee of Tarmac, Ltd., was 
celebrated in June, 1953, and to mark the 
event the company has published “ Fifty 
Years of Progress,” a short account of its 
history from its inception in 1903. The 
illustrations and text give an idea of the 
organisation’s structure and varied activities. 


Refrigerator 


A small refrigerator with a 3 cu. ft. 
storage space has been brought into large- 
scale production by the Longford Engineer- 
ing Co., of Bognor Regis, Sussex. Known 
as the P 36, it is operated by a Lec 
“Silometic ” sealed unit which can _ be 
supplied to either 50 or 60 cycles 110 or 220 
volts. This unit is fitted with ventilating 
flaps, micro mechanism, manual reset low 
voltage protector and air filter. Shortly to be 
incorporated is a switch-operated system for 
converting the unit to a heat pump by 
reversing the refrigeration cycle, to provide 
room warmth. Brochures can be obtained 
from the company. 


Straddle Carriers 


Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., Albion Works, 
Sheffield, have recently been appointed sole 
Northern distributors of the ‘“‘ Timber Wolf ” 
and “Steelmaster” range of Straddle Car- 
riers. These carriers are designed and built 
by the British Straddle Carrier Co., Ltd. 
Easily operated by one man, these carriers 
pick up and set down their load in under 
five seconds and can travel up to 25 mph in 
forward or reverse. They are diesel powered 
for economy and operate anywhere over 
rough tracks or thick mud. It is claimed 
that they are suitable for transporting heavy 
unit loads of bricks, tiles, concrete slabs, 
cable drums, etc. 
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Tubular Equipment 


An illustrated booklet showing som: 
examples of tubular equipment for use ip 
materials handling can be obtained fron 
Tubewrights, Ltd., Egginton House, 25, 
Buckingham-gate, SW1. 


Fluorescent Lamps 


Two new tubular fluorescent lamps haye 
been introduced by the Electric Lamp Man. 
facturers’ Association. One is the de luxe 
warm white lamp which has been developed 
in response to a demand for a fluorescen 
lamp which gives a light of the same coloy 
as a filament lamp and yet maintains a high 
degree of efficiency. It is particularly guj. 
able for all social occasions, for its effect 
on colours, whether of make-up, food, drink. 
fabrics or wall coverings is, to all intents and 
purposes, the same as filament lighting. The 
other lamp is known as the new warm white 
lamp and is suitable for street lighting and 
for industrial and commercial purposes. 


Glazed Concrete Tiles 


A patented method whereby glazed con- 
crete tiles can be mass produced in a wide 
range of shades has been announced by 
Pegson Ltd., Coalville, Leicestershire, 3 
company of the Mellor Bromley Group, 
Equipment has been designed and developed 
as an integral part of the standard Pegson 
tile making plant which, combined with a 
patented mixture of cement base ingredients, 
makes possible the continuous low cost pro- 
duction of multi-coloured tiles with a 
durable, highly glazed finish. Attractive 
weathering surfaces, such as a_ roughcast 
treatment with a wide range of aggregates 
can also be produced on the standard con- 
crete tile. By the same process, this glazing 
can also be mechanically applied to concrete 
pipes, wall tiles, asbestos cement sheets and 
hollow blocks. 


Sectional Buildings 


A form of precast concrete sectional 
building claimed to possess all the advantages 
of prefabrication combined with those of the 
more usual type of permanent structure is 
being produced by Unia, Ltd., Victoria- 
street, Barnstaple, North Devon. The basic 
principle is a patented reinforced concrete 
panel which is rebated to give a 2-in. over- 
lap on the outside, and which forms a flat 
inside wall. These panels fit horizontally 
into upright stanchions to support the roof 
trusses. No cement-mastic is necessary, and 
the building can be erected with unskilled 
labour. Unia buildings are supplied in three 
standard widths of 16 ft., 24 ft. and 32 ft, 
and can also be supplied in spans of 20 ft. 
and 40 ft. by special arrangement. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. ARTHUR WatEs has resigned his directorship of 
Wates, Ltd., the London firm of building and civil 
engineering contractors, and has retired from active 
business. He is now 74. The character of the busi- 
ness remains unchanged, and will continue to be 
directed by the three sons of the late Edward Wates, 
who founded the business with his brother Arthur 
more than 50 years ago. 

Mr. T. B. Dopson has joined British Plimber 4 
sales manager. Mr. Dodson was with Celotex 4s 
general sales manager prior to his new appointment. 
Mr. S. V. GorTon.is now secretary of British 
Plimber. 

Mr. S. R. KitnNer, MIMechE, until recently works 
manager of S. N. Bridges and Co., Parsons Green 
lane, London, SW6, members of the John Brown 
Group, has been appointed to the board of directors 
in the capacity of works and technical director. 

Mr. C. GEOFFREY CULLEN, chairman of Bowaters 
Building Boards, Ltd., has retired from the chairman 
ship of the Building Board Manufacturers’ Association. 
His place will be taken by Mr. Cepric For, direc 
tor and secretary of the PIM Board Co., Ltd. The 
new vice-chairman is MR. FRANK Mor ey, director of 
Bowaters Building Boards, Ltd. 







































































































May 21 1 


OVI 
[Fro 


Brazil.— 


lating in 
Co. is to 
Taubate, | 
A subsidia 
Fréres, of 
name of | 


building < 


The Natic 
ment has 


Alkali Cc 
the constrt 
barrel oil | 
for the Cc 
by South- 
Los Angel 


China.— 
Fushun, it 
the near f 
carbon-bla 
tiot early 
tion is go 
centre of 
laying of 
the oilfiel 
transport. 
being bui 
constructic 
to comme 
vince. 


New Z 
tects, towr 
with the 
New Zeal: 
tion whict 
vista flat « 
The area 
bounded 
Upper WV 
Bidwell-st1 
in this a 
future re 
“upward,” 
tion of 17 
for 10,00 
Architectu 
said rece 
sideration 
for users 
make up 
total fam 
been chos 
tedevelopr 
by existin 
is ideally 
shopping, 
rchitects 
been pool 
flats in t 
also provi 
long oper 
Ment gard 

The Ne 
has awarc 
of Wellin 
architectui 
Teceives t 
Auckland 
new build 

Three 
companies 
Since 19 
increased 
plant at P 
Pletion a1 
few mon 
industry 
should be 





y 21 1954 


Wing some 
for use i 
ained from 
House, 25 


lamps have 
amp Manu- 
he de luxe 
1 developed 
fluorescent 
ame colour 
‘ains a high 
ularly suit. 
r its effect 
food, drink, 
intents and 
hting. The 
warm white 
ighting and 
poses. 


plazed con- 
| in a wide 
jounced by 
tershire, a 
ley Group. 
1 developed 
ard Pegson 
red with a 
ingredients, 
W Cost pro- 
Ss with a 
Attractive 

roughcast 
aggregates 
ndard con- 
this glazing 
to concrete 
sheets and 


> sectional 
advantages 
hose of the 
structure is 
, Victoria 

The basic 
-d concrete 
2-in. over- 
orms a flat 
\orizontally 
rt the roof 
essary, and 
h unskilled 
ied in three 
and 32 ft, 
is of 20 ft. 


IN 


irectorship of 
ing and civil 
from active 
of the busi- 
tinue to be 
iward Wates, 
other Arthur 


h Plimber as 
1 Celotex as 
appointment. 
y of British 


scently works 
rsons Green- 
John Brown 
| of directors 
rector. 

of Bowaters 
he chairman- 
Association. 
Forp, direc 
., Ltd. The 
r, director of 








May 21 1954 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Brazil—According to Press reports circu- 
lating in Brazil, the German Volkswagen 
Co. is to start constructing its factory at 
Taubate, near Sao Paulo, in late summer. 
A subsidiary of the French company Richard 
Freres, of Lyons, is to organise under the 
name of Intramag S.A. for the purpose of 
building a plant to manufacture tractors. 
The National Bank of Economic Develop- 
ment has granted a loan to the National 
Alkali Company to cover expenditure on 
the construction of new buildings. A 5,000- 
barrel oil refinery is to be erected at Manauo 
for the Compania de Petrolia de Amazonia 
by South-Western Engineering Company, of 
Los Angeles. 


China——China’s biggest coal centre, 
Fushun, in the North-East, is to organise in 
the near future the construction of a large 
carbon-black factory. It will start produc- 
tio’ early next year. Large-scale construc- 
tion is going on in the large oil-producing 
centre of Yumen in the North-West. The 
laying of a six-kilometre trunk pipe-line in 
the oilfield is now under way to facilitate 
transport. Three huge oil-storage tanks are 
being built alongside the pipe-line. The 
construction of a new big cement plant is 
to commence in Tatun in the Shansi pro- 
vince. 


New Zealand.—Thirty Wellington archi- 
tects, town planners and students associated 
with the Wellington Architectural Centre, 
New Zealand, are responsible for an exhibi- 
tion which stresses the possibilities of high- 
vista flat development in a defined city area. 
The area they chose was a 103-acre plot 
bounded by Taranaki-street, Webb-street, 
Upper Willis-street, Brookland-road and 
Bidwell-street. Over 2,000 people now live 
in this area. The architects believe that 
future residential development must go 
“upward,” and contend that the construc- 
tion of 17 flat units would provide housing 
for 10,000 people. The President of the 
Architectural Centre, Mr. I. B. Reynolds, 
said recently that, among the flats, con- 
sideration will be given for accommodation 
for users or One or two rooms, people who 
make up about 40 per cent. of the city’s 
total family units. The 103-acre plot has 
been chosen because it is an ideal unit for 
redevelopment. It is bounded on all] sides 
by existing or proposed traffic routes and 
is ideally related to parks, playing-field, 
shopping, commerce and industry. The 
architects over the past eight months have 
been pooling ideas for the construction of 
flats in this area. Incidentally, the plans 
also provide for local shopping centres and 
long open spaces for relaxation and allot- 
ment gardens. 

The New Zealand Institute of Architecture 
has awarded to Mr. James J. Hall-Kenney, 
of Wellington, its gold medal for the best 
architectural design of the year. Mr. Kenney 
Teceives this award for his design of the 
Auckland Milk Treatment Corporation’s 
new building. 

Three important New Zealand cement 
companies are to spend £4m. on a new plant. 
Since 1950, New Zealand has steadily 
Increased its production of cement. A new 
plant at Portland and Burnside is near com- 
pletion and should start production in a 
few months. The total capacity of the 
industry will then be 545,000 tons, which 
should be ample for reasonable requirements, 
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Portugal—A new company has been set 
up in Portugal described as the Empresa 
Thermo Electrica Portuguesa, whose aim 
it is to promote the building and expedition 
of a new coal-burning thermo power station 
to be set up near the Peijao Coalfields in 
the Douro Basin, probably on the right 
bank of the river. Builders interested in 
this project can write to the company at 
Palacio do Comercio, rua do Bolhao 72, 
Oporto. According to the Minister of 
Economy, the power station will cost 180m. 
escudos and should make possible the 
output of 250m. kwh of electric power in 
dry years. Seven hydro-electric companies 
have contributed over 40m. escudos towards 
the construction of this power station. The 
Companha Portuguesa Siderurgica is to set 
up a complete steel plant. Engineers have 
already been consulted and specialists from 
the UK, Western Germany and Sweden 
have surveyed the site of the plant. The 
Portuguese six-year plan has set aside 250m. 
escudos for the establishment of an iron 
and steel industry and 120m. escudos for 
tinplate. The address of the aforementioned 
company is Avenida Sidonio, Pais 14-20d, 
Lisbon. Much construction work is envisaged 
in the coming years. 


Baghdad Trade Fair 


The United Kingdom Pavilion at the 
British Industries Fair, Baghdad, October 25 
to November 9, is to be provided by the 
Arcon Group, it is announced. The 
pavilion, which will be prominently situated 
at the entrance to the fair, will be of the 
“storage building” type, consisting of five 
bays, more than 83 ft. long and covering 
an area of nearly 2,800 sq. ft. Another 
Arcon structure will house the exhibits of 
the British Radio Equipment Manufacturers’ 
Association. The addition of these two 
structures brings the total of Arcon build- 
ings to be provided for the fair to 19, and 
the value to about £13,500. They are 
expected to find a ready market in the 
Middle East at the conclusion of the fair. 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up te 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour fer 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 689 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 104.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**,..This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.’’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANI 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.”’— The Architects’ Journal. 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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Glasgow Development 


G PEAKING at a meeting of the Scottish 

Section of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association, Mr. FRANK A. B. PRESTON, 
MTPI, FRSE, said the members of the Asso- 
ciation looked forward with interest to 
decisions of the Secretary of State in con- 
nection with plans for the whole of Scotland 
and with special interest to an early decision 
on the development plan for the City of 
Glasgow after the long-drawn-out public 
inquiry into its proposals. “It is recog- 
nised,” he continued, “that as this is the 
core of the vast urbanised area of Clydeside, 
the decision is very important. As has been 
pointed out with increasing emphasis, 
Glasgow’s overspill problem is vast and 
impinges on the regional planning of the 
Clyde Valley area and beyond. Comparisons 
have been made with the London problem 
and the similarity of the estimated overspill 
of 300,000 of population in both cases has 
been noted. It is probable that the real 
significance of the 300,000 computation may 
be more clearly realised if stated in relation 
to the number of new houses this involves 
—approximately 90,000 houses. The Asso- 
ciation has supported the recommendations 
of the Abercrombie-Matthew Report for the 
establishment of several new towns in the 
Clyde Valley region to alleviate this position. 
It is obvious that the proposed new town 
at Cumbernauld will not provide for any- 
thing like the vast overspill requirements 
which are now generally agreed as essential. 
Mention has been made from time to time 
that there are eight new towns in course of 
construction around London while of the 
two new towns in Scotland being built under 
the New Towns Act, East Kilbride alone 
is within the Clyde regional area conception. 
The topography of the country round 
London presents fewer major difficulties of 
location as compared wih the restrictions 
imposed and inescapable because of the con- 
figuration of the Clyde Valley in relation to 
the Glasgow problem. It is the considered 
opinion of the Association that despite these 
difficulties the Secretary of State should 
favour the establishment of several 
additional new Scottish towns. This is in 
accordance with the earlier recommendations 
of the Scottish Housing Advisory Committee 
in its report on the post-war distribution of 
houses in Scotland, a report which should 
not be overlooked.” 





Slum Clearance 


REPRESENTATIVES of the three local 
authority associations met Commander T. D. 
Galbraith, Joint Parliamentary Under Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, in St. Andrew’s 
House recently to disceiss points arising 
from the debates in the Scottish Grand 
Committee about the part of the Housing 
(Repairs and Rent) Bill which deals with 
the proposals which local. authorities have 
to submit for slum clearance and the 
“patching” of the older houses in their 
areas. 

The Secretary of State proposes that each 
authority should submit a plan for dealing 
with the total housing problem in their areas. 
This would involve estimating the number 
of new houses needed, and classifying the 
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unfit houses according to whether they 
should be demolished; or whether owners 
might be expected to make them fit at 
reasonable expense to themselves; or whether 
they are houses which owners cannot be 
expected to make fit at an expense reason- 
able to themselves but which the local 
authority think could be acquired and made 
more habitable or fully fit. The meeting 
discussed the form in which these proposals 
might be put, and in general approved the 
form suggested by the Secretary of State. 

Ways in which the improvement grant 
scheme might be more widely operated were 
also discussed. 

Another topic considered was_ the 
encouragement of private-house ownership, 
particularly by finding means of reducing 
the amount of initial deposit which those 
willing to buy their own houses have to pay. 


Scotland’s Housing in 1954 


MorRE NEW PERMANENT HOUSES were com- 
pleted in Scotland in the first quarter of this 
year than ever before in the same period. 
Completions in March numbered 3,901, 
making the total for the three months 9,519. 
This compares with 9,160 houses completed 
in the same period last year and 6,497 in 
1952. Under the post-war housing pro- 
gramme 226,015 new houses (193,839 per- 
manent and 32,176 temporary) have been 
built in Scotland. These facts are given in 
the quarterly housing return of the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland, published on 
May 6 by HM Stationery Office, price 1s. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argylishire.—Plans to be prepared for The Church 
of Scotland, George-st., Edinburgh, for new church 
buildings to be erected at a site on The Esplanade at 
Oban at an est. cost of £36,000. The architect is L. C. 
McDougall (F), Ainslie-pl., Edinburgh. 

Ayrshire.—Plans prepared for the Corporation of 
Irvine have been approved for the erection of 254 
houses on the Irvine Mains housing scheme, at an est. 
cost of £400,000. The Council architect is R. W. 
Morrison, Master of Works Offices, Irvine. 

Dundee. —Corporation to have plans prepared for 
new motor-bus depot and station, with comprehensive 
workshops, cleansing departments, complete accommo- 
dation for staff, boiler house, storage accommodation, 
and private bowling green, to be erected on The Kings- 
way estate, for which the Council architect is Robert 
Dron (F), and the quantity surveyor J. A. F. Morrison, 
FRICS, Municipal-bldgs., City-sq., Dundee. 

Fifeshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 48 
houses to be erected at the Valley-gdns. housing site, 
also 18 cottages at the North Farm Court housing site, 
for Kirkcaldy Corporation. The architect is Robert 
Meldrum, Master of Works Offices, Kirkcaldy. 

Forfarshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 34 
houses and 14 shops to be erected at Seafield-rd., 
Mayfield-ter. and Arbroath’s Cliffburn housing site. 
The Council A is George H. Rodger (F), Municipal- 
bldgs., Arbroath. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared for bank for the Bank of 
Scotland, Edinburgh, at Pollockshaws-rd., for which 
the architect is F. Durward (F), Bank of Scotland 
Head Office, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for scheme of demolition 
and new extensions at the University for the Depar:- 
ment of Engineering. The architects are John Keppie, 
and Henderson, and J. L. Gleave (F&A), 190, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for the Ocean Accident and 
Guarantee Corporation, Ltd., at 188-196, West George- 
st. The architects are James Taylor Thomson, Mac- 
Crae & Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the trustees of The 
Methodist Church for new buildings to be erected at 
Milton, for which the architects are Wilson, Hamilton 
& Wilson (F), 153, Oxford-st., Gorbals, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
halls for the Church of Scotland, George-st., Edin- 
burgh, to be erected at Glendinning-rd. The architects 
are R. Gilmour & Son, 58, Munro-rd., Woodend-dr., 
Partickhill, Glasgow. 

Inverness.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for 18 houses to be erected at an est. cost of 
£15,500 at The Old Windmill housing site, Kesseck-rd. 
The Council A is James Blackburn (F), Municipal- 
bldgs., Inverness. 

Kincardineshire.—CC have plans in hand for the 
erection at Loriston-rd., Cove Bay housing site, of a 
new scheme of 40 houses. The architect is R. Cruick- 
shanks, County-bldgs., Stonehaven, Kincardine. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 116 houses to be 
erected by the East Kilbride Development Corporation 
at site No. 2 of the Westwood housing district, for 
which the architect is Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, 
East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of their own archi- 
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tects for new workshops, showrooms and storage 
accommodation to be erected at the Newhouse En- 
gineering Works by Daniel Ross (Engineers), Ltd., 
Newhouse, Lanark. 

Oban.—An application by James Grant & Co., Ltd., 
house furnishers, Edinburgh, to construct a showroom 
and store by conversion and addition to the existing 
north portion of the former St. Columba Church, 
Oban, which they recently acquired, has been granted 
by Dean of Guild Court. 

Port Glasgow.—Corporation to have plans prepared 
for a pavilion at the Renfrewshire Bowling Greens, 
est. to cost £7,000. The engineer is Ian MacLean, 
Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Port 
Glasgow. 

Stirling.—Corporation to have plans prepared for 
the reconstruction of Albert House, est. to cost £70,000 
The architect is W. H. Gillespie, Municipal Offices, 
Allan Park, Stirling. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 138 
houses to be erected at the Kirkintilloch Newdyke 
housing site. The Council A is R. J. Walker, Master 
of Works Offices, Kirkintilloch. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 27 
houses to erected at Glenfuir housing site, 
Falkirk, at an est. cost of £35,000. The architect is 
William Gibson (F), Master of Works Offices, The 
West Bridge, Falkirk. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared for 231 houses for 
Grangemouth, which are to be erected at an est. cost 
of £277,000, at The Beancross Neighbourhood Unit. 
The Council A is J. C. Wallace, Master of Works 
Offices, Grangemouth. 






May 21 1954 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING re rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d, 
Ist 25 41 3 
2nd 334 55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th 663 110 0 
Sth 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 


probationary period) 3 34 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ere a 

















Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 26. 
*+Hants Police Authy.—Three police houses at 
Fleet. County A, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s 
MAY 28. 
*{Ipswich CBC.—74 houses. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by July 1. 


MAY 29. 

*+Coalville UDC.—58 houses, Greenhill 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 21. 

*+Essex CC.—Braintree John Bunyan county junior 
school. County A, Chelmsford. 

*+Essex CC. ~ Children’ s home at (a) Quendon-rd.; 
(b) Battleswick, Basildon. County A, Chelmsford. 

*+Essex CC.—Adaptation at ‘* St. Margaret’s’’ 
Children’s Home, 86, High-rd., Loughton. County 
A, Chelmsford. 

*Ripley UDC.—Eight 
Woodside Farm estate. 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s 


estate. 


houses at Pear Tree-ave., 
H. Hillier, surveyor, Town 
















>WANaRTe — 


VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS __ 
are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 


“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’’. 





WARE + HERTS 
WAS 


WARERITE LIMITED - 


MAY 31. 
*Dorking UDC.—Works, Dorking Halls, Reigate-rd, 
F. G. Sutherland, Clerk, Pippbrook. 


*+Stourbridge BC.—48 flats at Norton 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Walthamstow BC.—36 flats and 15 garages a 
junction Prospect-hill/Shernhall-st. Boro’ A, E & §. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 21. 

*+Winchester City C.—16 old folk’s bungalows, 
Weeke Manor estate. A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., quantity 
surveyors, 8, Storey’s-gate, Westminster, SWI. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
JUNE 1. 

*+Maidstone BC.—112 houses and flats on Shipway 
Farm estate. 

*+Plymouth City. —24 flats, King-st. site. H. J. W. 
Stirling. (A), City A, Seymour- td. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Waltham Holy Cross UDC.—166 th and con- 
struction of roads, etc., Pick Hill estate. E&S. Dep. 


3s. 
JUNE 4. 

*tNorthern Ireland Hosp. Authy.—Contract 4 of 
new Londonderry General Hospital. Secretary, 44-46, 
Queen-st., Belfast. Tenders by July 29. 

JUNE 5 

*tBreconshire CC.—Centre, 


estate, 


“Builth Wells Bilateral 


Grammar School. H. C. W. Strickland (F.), County 
A, Brecon. 

*+ Breconshire CC.—Additions, Brecon Boys’ 
Grammar School, Brecon. H. C. W. Strickland (F.), 
County A, Brecon. 

JUNE 7. 


*+Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations and 
extensions to West Hartlepool Gen. Hosp., Newcastle 
Gen. Hosp. and Middlesbrough Gen. Hosp. 
Dobbin, secretary to Board, ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2. 


JUNE 8. 
Birkenhead TC. 
and three maisonettes at Green Lawn. 
Menlo, Wexford-rd., Birkenhead. Dep. 
*+Hornsey BC.—34 flats at Boyton-rd., N8. 
Tenders by July 5. 
*+St. Helens EC.—Phase 1 of new technical college 
N. F. Newbury, Director Education. 
*Sunderland CBC.—Hostel for aged persons 0 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 9. 
own, we —40 garages, Overslade estate. BS 





Boro’ A, 
£2 2; 


BE&S 


Pennywell estate. 


— —_— covering to calf pens, Cattle 
Market. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 10. 
*York City C.—(a) Four police houses at Ridgewty 
and two at Chaloners-rd.; (b) house and shop 4 
Crichton-ave. City A. Dep. £1 each scheme. 


2. 
Blenkinsopp & Thom? 


JUNE 
*Howden RDC.—724 houses. 
Selby. Dep. 


oe architects, Clifton-chbrs., Park-st., 
ae 


S. 
JUNE 12. 
Ellesmere Port UDC.—Five shops with living accom 
modation above at North Whitby housing estate, pa" 
1, Pooltown-rd. E&S. 


JUNE 16. ; 
*Merthyr Tydfil CBC.—Infants’ school at Gellides 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Reading CBC. —(a) Four houses at Emmer Green; 
(b) four houses at Tilehurst; (c) six houses at Whiteley 


Boro’ 
JUNE 18. 
*Southport CBC.—46 houses and eight flats 
Radnor-dr. housing estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
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JUNE 19. 
BE. 


*Slough BC.—Eight shops with maisonettes over a 


Wexham estate. Dep. £2 2s 


NE 21. 


ew BC.—SS flats, Spital-st. site. 


£10 10s. 


BE&S. 


Dep. 


*Sunbury-on-Thames UDC.—New office block at 


Benwell House. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 


JULY 5. 


*Bletchley UDC.—Two factories on council’s indus- 


E&S. Dep. £5 5s 
NO DATE. 


trial estate. 


*Epping RDC.—Eight maisonettes and two flats at 


Potter-st. A. W. R. Webb, 


Epping. 


AMICE, 209, High-st., 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


tWigtown CC. —(a) 


150,000 galls. 


capacity 


T.c, 


storage tank; (b) laying of } mile spun-iron piping. 


Crouch and Hogg, 18, Woodside-cres., 


Dep. £2 2s. Tenders ‘by June 4. 
MAY 26. 
*tNorthampton CBC.—Low-pressure 


system at Kingsthorpe- -gr. school. 
* Springfield,’’ Cliftonville. Dep. 


MAY 31 


hot 


Glasgow, C3. 


water 


Chief Educ. Officer, 
£2 2s. 


*Bromley BC.—Installation of 45 hot water systems 


and 125 lavatory basins. 
Offices. Dep. 


*Bromley BC.—Electric wiring 12 houses, 
Dep. £1. 


ton estates. Property Manager. 


Property Manager, Municipal 


Turping- 


*Luton BC.—Demoliton of part of existing College 


of FE, Park-st. BE. Dep. £2 2s 


JUNE 2. 


*Dunstable BC.—Exterior painting and repair of 117 


houses, Chiltern-rd. estate. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


Housing Estates Manager. 


JUNE 3. 
*Brierley Hill UDC.—External painting of 196 houses 


on various sites. 
£2 2s. 
JUNE 5. 
*Breconshire CC.—Internal 
painting various schools. 
County A, Brecon. 
*+Breconshire CC.—External 


writing, Central Repository, 32, 


A and Housing Director. 


painting and 
Brecon. 


High-st., 


H. C. W. Strickland (F.), County A, Brecon. 
*Bucks CC.—Demolition of Round Coppice House, 


Iver Heath. 
£2 2s. 


County Land Agent, 
JUNE 8. 


Aylesbury. 


Dep. 


redecoration/external 
H. C. W. Strickland (F.), 


sign- 


Dep. 


*+St. Helens EC.—Services in connection with new 


technical college. 
tion. 


JUNE 9. 


N. F. Newbury, Director of Educa- 


*St. Albans City C.—External painting of 282 houses 


and 16 flats. 
JUNE 12. 


City E&S. Dep. £3 3s 


Caernarvonshire CC.—County S, County Offices, 


Caernarvonshire. (Materials.) 


*Frimley and Camberley ae een painting 
S. 


of 101 houses on various estates. 
NO DATE. 

‘Islington BC.—List_of 

gineering contracts. BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 31. 


tenderers for heating en- 


*tAnglesey EC.—Resurfacing of school playgrounds. 
2 


County A, Llangefni. 


Tenders by June 21. 


JUNE 4. 
ner UDC.—About 16,250 sq. yds. carriageway; 


3,400 sq. yds. footpaths; 
sewer. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 


laying about 100 lin. yds. 


Crosby BC.—Roads and sewers on the Thornton 
Waterloo, Liver- 


housing estate. BE&S, Town Hall, 
pool, 22. Dep. £2 2s. 


Melksham UDC. —Footways and verges 
estate (east), a 


Woodrow-rd. 


Hall, Melksham, Wilts. Dep. £2 2 


on the 
E&S, Town 


Staines UDC.—Making up of ci private streets. 


Eas, Shortwood House, 240, London-rd., 
Dep. 


2 23. 


NE 8. 


Staines. 


JU 
Braintree RDC.—Roads and sewers on the housing 


site at Church Fields, Kelvedon. 


Essex. 


E&S, Council Offices, 
= -aw's Close, Bocking, Braintree, 


Dep. 


Dunmow RDC.—Laying of asbestos cement water 


mains. 
gineers, 1, 
£5 $s, 


Victoria-st., 


Southgate BC.—Provision of bitumen 


Wearing courses to various roads. 
UNE 9. 


Edward Sandeman, Kennard & Ptnrs., 
Westminster, 


sw. 


en- 
Dep. 


macadam 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


J 
Derby CBC.—Two miles of — streets on Sunny- 


hill housing site. BE&S. Dep. £5 


fis CC.—Reconstruction of ed sections of road 
total length 2} 


at Aston. 
mules. T. H. Evans, 
Stafford. Dep. £5. 


JUNE 10. 


Darlaston and Trentham, 


Clerk to CC, County-bldgs., 


L Bucks CC.—Construction of new carriageway on the 
ondon-Holyhead trunk road, A.5, Loughton By-Pass. 


County S, County Offices, Aytesbury. 


Dep. £2. 


Clutton RDC. —Laying of approximately 1, 852 yds. 


Pipes, and sewage disposal works. 






Thomas 


and 
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Morgan & Ptnrs., engineers, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Ponty- 
pridd. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Merton a Morden UDC.—Resurfacing 4 tennis 


courts. E& 
JUNE 15. 

*Isle of Wight CC.—Resurfacing of school play- 
grounds, etc. County A, Newport. Dep. 

JUNE 25. 

Downham Market UDC.—About 5,150 yds. sewers, 
and sewage works. D. and D. M. Watson, 
MM.ICE, 18, Queen Anne’ s Gate, Westminster, SW1. 
Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bromley.—TECHNICAL COLLEGE.—Proposals have 
been made by Kent Ed. Com. for the inclusion of the 
first instalment of the Bromley Technical and Art 
Colleges in the Further Education Building Programme 
for 1955-56, also the erection of the Green-st. Green 
county primary school at Orpington. 

City.—ScHOOL EXTENSION.—Additional accommo- 
dation for the City of London School is to be ob- 
tained by the adaptation of 5, Tudor-st., at a cost of 
£53,294. Of this, £49,694 is for constructional work 
and furnishing. The scheme was prepared by the 
City Surveyor, 55, Moorgate, EC2. 

Deptford.—SITE ACQUISITION.—Proposals have been 
made by MBC for the compulsory purchase of lands in 
Brockley-rd., Wickham-rd., Glensdale-rd., and Break- 
spear-rd., to provide three housing sites. 

Enfield. ASSEMBLY HALL.—A three-storey building 
comprising an assembly hall to accommodate 700 
dancers, banqueting suite with main hall to seat 300, 
and a masonic temple with separate dining facilities is 
to be erected privately in the Town Centre on the site 
of Nos. 49-55, London-rd., at an estimated cost of 
£100,000. The scheme was proposed by Bernard 
Mabbott, of Stephens, estate agents and surveyors, 
Savoy-par., Southbury-rd., the plans for the building 
prepared by E. William Palmer, FRIBA, 8, The Town, 
have been approved in principle. It is hoped that 
work on the building will start this year. 

Holborn.—REBUILDING.—The rebuilding of their 
premises on the sites of Nos. 5-11, Onslow-st. and 
Nos. 60-6, Saffron Hill, as proposed by Falk, Stadel- 
mann & Co., Ltd., has been given LCC consent. The 
architects for the scheme are Lander, Bedells and 
oo Harpur House, 36, Lambs Conduit-st., 


[2 2s. 


Lewisham.—County Primary ScHoort.—LCC Ed. 
Com. have approved a scheme for building a county 
primary school at Sydenham Hill for 320 junior mixed 
pupils and 160 infants. The hall forms the nucleus of 
the scheme and will be used for dining, and buildings 
will be constructed in both load-bearing brick cross 
walls and steel frames. The estimated cost is £92,225. 

London.—OrFFicEs.—Proposals have been made by 
D. E. and J. Levy, estate agents, for the clearance 
and redevelopment of bombed sites and dilapidated 
buildings in the Strand, Oxford-st., Regent-st. 
Holborn, St. James, Haymarket, Hanover- -sq., Edgware- 
rd. and "Albert Embankment, by the erection of blocks 
of offices. The present programme has an estimated 
mig gg over £30m., covering areas amounting to 24m. 
sq. it. 

St. Pancras.—Bui_pInc.—LCC consent has been 
given to proposals by John Laing & Son, Ltd., for the 
erection of a building at the site of Nos. 7- ra Tavi- 
stock-sq. Plans have been prepared by Hector O. 
Hamilton, FRIBA, 127, Regent-st., W7. 

Shoreditch.—CoLLEGE ExTENSIONS.—LCC Ed. Com. 
have approved a scheme prepared by Vivian Levett, 
ARIBA, 12, Park Hill-rd., Croydon, Surrey, for 
adaptations and an extension consisting of a three- 
storey block connected by a two-storey block to the 
present building of Cordwainers technical college at 
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an estimated cost of £87,514. The project has been 
included in the educational programme for 1954-55. 

Southwark.—WaREHOUSE REBUILDING. — Approval 
has been given by Works Com. to proposals by Field 
& Sons, of 54, Borough High-st., SE1, for the re- 
building of a war-damaged warehouse and garage at 
the rear of No. 24, Trafalgar-st. 

Staines.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—UDC have 
approved a scheme submitted by the Hsg. Com. for 
the erection of two blocks of buildings on land near 
the junction Edinburgh-dr./Kingston-rd., comprising 
eight old people’s dwellings on the ground floor and 
eight maisonettes on the first and second floors. 

Stepney.—HEALTH CENTRE.—LCC Health Com. 
recommend the acquisition = the sites of Nos. 52, 
54 and 56, Fulbourne-st. and Nos. 33-44 (cons.), Wode- 
ham-st., having an area of just under half an acre, for 
the erection of a general practitioner health centre. 

Tottenham.—OLp PeopLe’s HaLt.—A site near Hall 
High Cross is being sought by BC for the erection 
of a hall and old people’s hall as a memorial to the 
late Lord Morrison, at an estimated cost of over 
£6,000. It will be brick built and will comprise a 
main hall equipped with stage and kitchen. 

Woolwich.—SuB-NORMAL CHILDREN’S SCHOOL.—Pro- 
posals have been made by LCC Ed. Com. for the 
erection of schools for 180 educationally sub-normal 
children (project G 12); 280 physically handicapped 
children (part of projects EJ 11 and EJ 12); and for 
60-75 partially sighted children (project B 3) on the 
Rose Cottage site at Woolwich. The first school (pro- 
ject G 12) has a prelimnary estimated cost of £67,000 
and is proposed for inclusion in the 1955-56 building 
programme. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aberystwyth.—Min. of Agriculture and Fisheries 
propose erection of laboratory at Buarth-rd. 

Accrington.—BC approved in principle erection of 
central bus terminus on easterly side of Market Hall. 
Peel-st. 

Alnwick.—UDC selected site for 70 houses in town 
and sites for other 30 houses. Architects, Reavell & 
Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC propose acquisition of 
site near Hazelhurst Farm for 540 houses. 

Bedlington.—UDC, Northumberland, propose to 
purchase 20-acre site for sports stadium and commu- 
nal centre. 

Bedlington.—UDC to start with erection of 280 
houses on a new site. Plans by 

Belper.—RDC to negotiate with ‘J. L. Milward & 
Sons, Ltd., Belper, for erection of eight houses at 
Clement-rd., Horsley Woodhouse. 

Birmingham. —Layout of Bath-row redevelopment 
area approved by House Bldg. Com. Area is 10.62 
acres and will provide 323 dwellings. Provision made 
for site for PH, six shops with maisonettes and one 
fidt over, and sites for garage accommodation. 

Blackburn.—EC seek approval for Stage 2 of exten- 
sions to Technical College in 1955/6 programme. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—UDC negotiating for purchase 20 
acres of land for housing development. 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—Newrick & Blackbell, John- 
st., Sunderland, architects for proposed sergeants’ 
mess, cookhouse and dining-room at Whitburn Camp 
for Territorial and Auxiliary Forces’ Association. 

Bollington.—RC authorities (Rev. Father T. 
Osbyrne) propose erection of RC church at Welling- 
ton-rd. 

Bolton.—EC propose following school projects for 
1955 programme: St. Annes RC Secondary Modern; 
Breightmet County Primary; Breightmet RC Primary, 
and School for Educationally Sub-normal Children. 
BC approved plans: New workshop at Pilot Works, 
Manchester-rd., for Pilot Works, Ltd.; extensions and 
alterations to the ‘‘ Red Lion” Hotel, Salford-rd., 
for Wm. Tong & Sons, Ltd.; extensions and altera- 
tions to the ‘* Greyhound Inn,” 146, Deansgate, for 
Cornbrook Brewery Co., Ltd., Manchester; erection 
of a classroom block and alterations to Thomasson 
Memorial School, for EC; extensions to Thornleigh 
College, Sharples Park, for Rev. F. J. McCabe; ex- 
tensions and alterations to club at 16, Wood-st., for 
Bolton Socialist Club; extensions and alterations for 
warehouse and showrooms at Johnson-st., for Bolton 
and District Wholesale News Agents and Merchant- 
ing Co., Ltd. 

Bridgnorth. RDC propose erection of 12 houses at 
Chelmarsh estate. : 

Brighouse.—BC approved plans, petrol-filling stn. 
at Bradford-rd., Bailiff Bridge, for Brighouse Motors, 
Ltd.—Garage at Woodvale Mills, for Ormerod Bros., 
Ltd. 

Cheltenham.—CC 
Newton-rd. : 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC to build 91 houses this year 
and to acquire 60 acres for more building. 

Consett.—Sketch plans to be prepared for UDC for 
erection of municipal centre at Dale-ave. E. 
Simpkin, UDC S. 

Coventry.—New store proposed by Owen Owen, 
Ltd., in Broadgate, at est. cost £575,000. 

Coventry.—TC to erect 12 shops at Market-st. 
North, £70,000 est.—Seek Min. approval for seven 


to erect 4 police houses in 


houses and three aged persons’ dwellings at 
Alfred-rd. Architects, C. F. Redgrave & Part- 
ners, 6, The Quadrant, Warwick-rd., Coventry; 


approved plans, 10 shops with seven maisonettes oF 
at Bell Green Neighbourhood Unit. Architects, C. 
Redgrave & Partners; approved in principle ee 
development at Queen’s-st., Gilbert-st., Yardley-st. and 
Adderley-st. 

Crewe.—Erection of twin operating theatre unit at 
Crewe Memorial Hospital was proposed by Manchester 
Regional Hospital Board and not as stated in our 
last issue. 
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Cumberland.—During 1955-56, EC to spend £97,500 
on first instalment of Cockermouth cty. sec. sch. and 
similar amount on additions to Millom sch. On re- 
serve list is £15,000 for additions to Samuel King’s 
sch., Alston. Cty. A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., 
Carlisle. 

Darfield (Yorks).—Barnsley Brewery Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of public-house at Nanny Marr-la. 

Darlington.—County Magistrates granted licence for 
new inn to be built at Newton Aycliffe by Cameron, 
Ltd., brewers, West Hartlepool. A, E. M. Lawson, 
Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Derby. —Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new 
gynecological dept. at Derbyshire Hospital for Women. 
oh gaaa Naylor, Sale & Widdows, St. Mary’s Gate, 

erby. 

Derbyshire.—CC to negotiate for purchase of Smed- 
leys Hydro, Matlock, for conversion as new county 
offices. 

Dewsbury.—EC propose new branch library at Heck- 
mondwike-rd.—BC approved plans for erection of 
shops and flats at Croftlands and Guernsey-rd., for EF. 
Kilburn & Son. 

Dodley.—J. Hickman & Son (Brierley Hill), Ltd., 


propose new canteen and offices at Saltwells-rd., 
Netherton. Architect, A. Young, 188, High-st., 
Dudley. 


Durham.—County Water Brd. to seek permission to 
borrow £160,000 for auxiliary supply scheme at Mains- 
forth; new office accommodation at Nevilles Cross. 
Durham. Chief E, A. C. Wildsmith. 

Eastbourne.—BS, Raymond Williams, submitted 
plans for new supplementary Winter Garden building 
near existing one, at est. cost £265,000. MH and LG 
loan sanction sought. 

Eccles.—BC Surveyor to prepare plans for erection 
of block of three- or four-storey flats between Togo 
Mill and Barton-la.—BC approved plans, extensions 
to — Works, Chadwick-rd., for W. G. Evans & 

Ltd. 

Ag —UDC to build two experimental blocks of 
eight flats and 10 bungalows. Surveyor, N. 
Harrison. 

Fleetwood.—TC approved plans for bungalows and 
shops, south of North-sq., for Fleetwood Estates, Ltd., 
29, Queen’s-ter., Fleetwood. 

Gateshead.—North-Eastern Trading Estate, Team 
Valley, to build factory on Pallion Trading Estate. 
Sunderland, which will be taken over by Edison Swan 
Electric Co., Ltd. 

Gateshead.—Corp. to start building of 
block of maisonettes, at cost of £500,000. 
M. Yendall, Chief A. 

Gateshead.—J. G. Cowe & Son, Central-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street, architects for proposed extension to 
factory on Team Valley Estate for Anglo-Scottish 
Tool Co., Ltd.—Fennell & Co., Bridge End-chbrs.. 
Chester-le-Street, architects for new buildings at Rapid 
Service Station, Harlow Green.—A. N. Hindmarsh. 
builder, 470, Lobley Hill-rd., Gateshead, to erect eight 
houses at Ravenswood-gdns. to plans by Arthur & 
Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead.—TC seek inter- 
view with Min. to discuss provision of crematorium. 

Gateshead.—TC to let contract for converting 
** Bircholme,’’ Durham-rd., into aged persons’ home. 
Plans by G. F. Winters, BE. 

Golborne.—UDC approved amended plan by Lancs 
CC for aged persons’ home at Derby-rd. Approved 
site plan for new Sunday-school off Lowton-rd., for 
the Trustees of the Primitive Methodist Chapel. 

Grimsby.—Construction to start within next six 
months on site acquired by Courtaulds, Ltd., on 
Humber bank, where factory is to be built and in 
operation within 2} years for production of viscose 
staple fibre, at a capacity of 100m. Ib. per annum. Site 
is large enough for considerable expansion and for 
building of necessary ancillary plants. The manufac- 
turers also interested in acquiring site in Hull. 

Halesowen.—TC to prepare layout plans for de- 
velopment of Furnace Park Estate, Hawne (90 to 100 
houses). 

Haltwhistle—RDC, Northumberland, to invite 
Welwyn Electrical Laboratories and Assoc. Electrical 
Industry to set up branch factories in town. 

Haltwistle.—Child welfare centre to be built. 
by C. C. Brown, Cty. A, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC received planning per- 


10-storey 
Plans by 


Plans 


mission to erect houses and flats in Carr-st. cleared 
area.—J. M. Black, Ltd., builders, Glen-st., Hebburn, 
have appealed against UDC’s refusal to approve 


housing developments at Blue House Farm. 

Ince-in-Makerfield.—UDC apptoved plans for new 
gg at Anderton-st., for Higher Ince Labour 
Club 


Kidderminster.—TC approved plans, extensions at 
Viaduct Works, Hoobrook, for Morris & Co. (Kidder- 
minster), Ltd.—Reconstruction of section of Park 
— New-rd., for the Carpet Manufacturing Co., 


Lancaster.—TC propose erection of four-storey flats 
or double maisonettes in main street area. 

Leeds.—TC approved layout by City A for Poplar 
Estate Area No. 2, also areas of land at Silver-rd. 


and Bath-la., Bramley. 
Leicester._-Scheme for new telephone exchange, 
est. cost about £500,000, near Lee-st. car park 


approved by TP Com. 

Leigh (Lancs).—British Insulated Callanders Cables, 
Ltd., propose erection of new pavilion on site re- 
served for Pennington CoE sch. 

Lunesdale.—RDC to adapt Hornby Hastel to form 
new council offices. Tenders to be invited shortly. 
Work to commence August 2. 

Matlock.—UDC approved sogr: for new compres- 
sor house at Snitterton-rd., for Constables (Matlock 
Quarries), Ltd.; a. houses at Grove- la., Darley 
Dale, for W. G. 

Middlesbrough. tbe seek loan sanction £29,645 
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for 22 houses and £86,697 for 64 houses at Park End; 
£10,000 for constructing No. 2 swimming pool at 
public baths—MH and LG approved plans for four 
shops and flats at Pallister Park for the TC. 

Morpeth.—TC to build 75 more houses on Spelvit- 
la. estate. Plans by BS, F. K. Perkins. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —City Health Com. to demolish 
420 slum dwellings in Scotswood-rd. and Noble-st. 
area. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Hsg. Com. approved plans 
for 24 flats at Byker-bldgs. City A, George Kenyon, 
18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC appointed Connell & Son, 
25. New Bridge-st. as QS for proposed North Kenton 
prim. sch. R. W. Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim House, 

ewcastle. have been appointed electrical consultants. 
—EC’ 's building programme for next year will include 
Blakelaw cty. sec. sch. for boys; RC prim. sch at 


Kenton: Rutherford high sch. for girls; and CoE sch. 
at Kenton. G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle, 
City A. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to reinstate two auction 
marts and cattle and sheep pens at Cattle Market, 
est. cost £3,700. City E, Percy Parr. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Stephenson & Gillis, Saville- 
chbrs., North-st., have plans approved for garage, 
showrooms and petrol station at Sunderland, for Abel 
Refson. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Co-op. Soc. to build shops and 
warehouse in Benton Park-rd., Newcastle. Plans by 
CWS Architects Dept., 90, Westmoreland-rd., New- 
castle, have been approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC approved five new schs. to 
be built next year including RC sch. on Kenton estate. 
City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle.— 
Estate & Property Com. to recommend building of 
super-bus stn. five acres in extent at west side of 
Central Railway Station, est. cost £250,000. The stn. 
will have shops and cafés and other amenities. Plans 
by City E, Percy Parr.—John Sinclair & Co., Ltd., 
tobacco manufacturers, propose to build petrol and 
dry goods stores. Architects, J. W. Taylor & Son. 
Gallowgate.—Plans approved for reconstruction 
scheme at 151, Grainger-st, for Etam, Ltd. Archi- 
tect, F. E. Bromige, 20, Willow-gr., Ruislip, Middx. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., 
propose new licensed premises at Thistleberry-ave. 
Architects, Forshaw, Massey & Greaves, Trinity-st., 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Newton Aycliffe (Co. Durham).—District Synod cf 
Methodist Church to spend £45,000 on church build- 
ings at Newton Aycliffe. 

Northumberland.—CC to negotiate for site at Ber- 
wick for building child welfare centre. Plans by Cty. 

, C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northumberland.—CC approved building of inf. sch., 
cost £56,000, and mod. sch. », cost £121,400, both at 
Bedlington. C. C. Brown, Cty! A, Newcastle- Jon-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—Proposals approved by City C for 
completion of County Hall by new _ extensions 
(£625,000); adaptations to present building (£185,000); 
and erection of clock tower (£80,000). 

Nuneaton.—TC approved plans, extensions at Aston- 
d., for A. Conner & Co., Ltd.; factory at Avenue- 
rd., for Nuneaton Hosiery Co., Ltd. 

Oswestry.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd. approved 
estimate £11,000 for rebuilding of Ward No. 4 at 
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Robert Jones and Dame Agnes Hunt Orthopedic 
Hospital. 

Otley.—UDC approved plans: Development of lang 
off Bondgate for extensions to the premises of §, 
Ledgard. 

Plymouth.—City C approved in principle Outline 
scheme proposed by City A, = 2 Stirling, 
ARIBA, for new civic centre, on site bounded by 
Notte-st., Westwell-st., Royal-par. and Derry’s Clock. 
Scheme comprises eight multi-storey blocks, including 
offices, council chamber, city treasury, restaurant 
block, law courts and underground garages. City A’ 
chief assistant, L. Belam, ARIBA, Seymour.rd, 

Rowley Regis.—TC approved layout plans for 15. 


acre site to south of Timbertree-rd., Corngreayes 
Estate. 
St. Helens.—Proposed use of land for motor show. 


rooms, offices and workshops at corner Warringtog 
New-rd./Sinclair-st. for Hamilton and Mills, Ltd, 
granted by TP Com. 

St. Just.—UDC to build 44 houses at Boscaswel} 
housing estate. 

Salford.—TC appointed Wilfred Thorpe & H. Hirst 
Smith, 65, Barton-arcade, Manchester, and Cruick. 
shank & Seward, 196, Deansgate, Manchester, as archi. 
tects for new housing projects in city. 

Salop.—EC_ propose following schools in 1955.56 
programme: Newport Mod. School, Bishop’s Castle 
Comp. Sch., Bridgnorth Mod. Tech. Sch., Cleobury 
Mortimer Mod. Sch., Ketley-Hadley Mod. Sch., 
Oswestry Mod. Sch., Pontesbury Mod. Sch., Pool 
Hill Mod. Sch., Wem Mod. Tech. Sch., Whitchurch 
Mod. Sch. extension, Baschurch Mod. Sch., Church 
Stretton Mod. Sch., Madeley Mod. Sch. extension, 
Stokesay Mod. Sch., and Donnington Jun. Sch. 

Scarborough.—TC approved plans for four new 
shops for C. R. Coates, Ltd., one each for Scar. 
borough Co-op. Soc., Ltd.; G. W. Proudfoot and 
Coopland & Son (Scarborough), Lid.; 
housing estate. 

Sedgefield (Durham).—RDC to build six houses at 
Ferryhill instead of six shops. S, J. Tarran. 

Settle (West Riding).—CC propose erection of com- 
hined mixed gram., sec. mod. and tech. sch. Work 
to commence September, 1955. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease _ at Bridgehouses, Pits. 
moor-rd. and Chatham-st., to H. H. Sparkes for erec- 
tion of garage and filling toon —English Steel Cor- 
poration, Ltd., propose erection of building for steel 
processing at Attercliffe Common. 

Shifnal.—RDC to invite tenders for further 25 
houses to be erected this year. 

South Shields. —Smith’s Foundry Co. considering ex. 
tending by taking over site of former Cone-st. sch. 

Spennymoor.—UDC approved site at Byers Green 
for workmen’s club. 

Stafford.—CC propose further developmerts at Bas 
wich House site as new County Police Centre.—TC 
approved new church at Holmcroft. Architect, B. A. 
Miller, 39, Bluecoat-chbrs., School-la., Liverpool. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Subject to Min. approval, TC 
intends starting work next year on new municipal 
buildings, first stage will cost £150,000 and will in 
clude offices for TC, Boro’ Treas., and BE, also 
municipal hall. Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The 
Square. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—National Coal Brd., East Midlands 


all at Eastfield 


Division, propose erection of building for Central 
Engineering Establishment at Bretby Colliery. Con- 
Posford & Pavry, Abbey 


sulting Engineers, Maunsell, 
House, Victoria-st., 1. 

Stourbridge.—TC approved plans, extensions at Bow- 
ling Green-rd., for Westwood, Dawes & Co., Ltd; 
new warehouse at Canal-rd., for Stourbridge Rolling 
Mills, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd. 
Gateshead, to erect another factory at Pallion trading 
estate for Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. Contrac: 
for foundation works will be let shortly and super- 
structure contract will be decided later. Architects, 

< Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade. 

Sunderland.—Gen. Purposes Com. recommend pur 
chase of 17 acres of land at South Moor, Ryhope, for 
two technical schools. Boro’ A, C. Bishop, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd. 

Sunderland.—Addition is proposed to joiners’ shop 
at William Pickersgill & Sons’ shipyard. 

Sunderland.—Plans to be prepared for rebuilding 
of ‘‘ Empress Hotel,’’ Union-st. 

Surrey.—-Recommended schools’ building programme 
for Surrey in 1955-56 amounts to £1,902,650. Reserve 
list includes works to total of £367,000. County EC 
have been asked to approve submission of plan to 
Ministry, and included in programme are: Cobham 
C of E Sec. Sch., £130,000; Fetcham Cty. Prim. Sch., 
£40,150; Bell Farm (Walton district) Cty. Prim. and 
Sec. Schs., £86,700 and £12,000; Egham Hythe Cty. 
Prim. Sch., £40,000; Egham, ‘additional secondary 
school places, £140,000; Camberley Girls’ Cty. Sch., 
£187,000; Barnsbury, Woking, proposed Sec. Sch., 
£100,000; West Byfleet (Golf Course) proposed_ Sec. 
Sch. (four-form entry), £187,000; Merrow Cty. Prim. 
Sch., £30,500; Park Barn, Guildford, proposed Cty. Prim. 
Sch., £52,000; Cranleigh C of E Sec. Sch., £100,000; 
Tillingbourne C of E Sec. Sch. (administration block), 
£45,000; Ash, Manfield Cty. Prim. Sch., £45,000; 
Dorking Girls’ Cty. Sec. Sch., £140,000; Woking RC 
Prim. Sch., £70,500. On reserve list are: Cobham 
proposed Cty. Sec. Sch., £93,500; and East Walton 
Cty. Prim. Sch., £40,000." 

Wallsend.—TC to appoint architect for proposed 
branch library in Churchill-st.—TC received inquiry 
from Sanderson, Townend & Gilbert, estate agents, 
Mosley-st., Newcastle, on behalf of clients, regarding 
og for industrial development on north side of Coast: 
r 

Wallsend.—R. N. Dodds & Sons, Ltd., Hadrian 
Ironworks, propose to build factory in Station-rd., 






































































































































May, 21 195 


Walker-on- -Tyn 
plans approv ed 
Warrington.- 
17, Church-st., 
Brow to form 
West Brom 
rse Farm ¢ 
er in 1954/! 
erection of inf 
West Hartlep 
Yui, Ltd., bu 
Hartlepool, fo 
flats in centr 
Elwick-rd., We 
Mardale-ave 
proved for 2 
Yruill, Ltd., bu 
utipecl. —E 
Osborne- -rd., 
heating consul 
Sch.—EC _ autk 
gramme the sc 
Jun. and Inf. 
vision of dwa 


Miles, BE. 
West Hartl 
mence work 
(Stage 1), to a 
RC Jun. Inf. 
proposed Brie 
reserve list. 
Buildings. 
Wharfedale..- 
at Breary-la.._ 
Worcs.—EC 
1955/6 progra 
bury (an inst 
extension of |] 
gchs. at Stu 
Hasbury. 
Wrexham .— 
Isaf, £80,000 « 


* Denotes acc 
+ Denotes prc 
t Denotes rece 
§ Denotes acc 
€ Denotes acc 
ments. 


Aberdeen.— 
of the Mastr 
Gardiner (F.), 
Aberdeen. Exc 
works: *W. & 
sanitary engin 
Lid., 54, Albe 
mongery and | 
ter., Great Wi 
allied works: 
Slating, roug 
(Roofing), Lt 
£3,137. Pair 
‘Alexander Bi 
and allied we 
Works, £595. 

Alnwick.—E 
wick for Nor 
Brown, Count 
Son, Ltd., Ar 

Banffshire.— 
MacDuff Cory 
Works Offices 
& Son (Buil 
£79,375. 10 
allied works: 
£5,981. Plun 
works: *T. Co 
carpentry, iro! 

an, Fr: 
allied works: 
fig rough 

MacDu: 

‘Miieghtee 
sites to Raver 
erection of fu 
Fewster & Pt: 

Boldon (Co. 
granted a bu 
Ltd., Newcast 

“Queen’s He 
Browne, Son 
land-st., Newc 
Jesmond, Nev 

Bootle.—A| 
tose-rd., for “ 
& Sons, Ltd., 

Boston.—Er 
tion Farm, M 
& Son, £3,559 

Bradford.— 
assembly hall 
lege, for EC: 
Farnley, nr. | 

Carlisle. —E 
‘Barwick Bro: 

oy testerfield 

evill & 

£68,301 (54); 
ctoft-rd., Shef 

Covent 
ing Fields, fo: 
ville, Northan 

oventry,— 

at Halls Farm 

Impey & Cc 










































































































ly 21 1954 


it Orthopedic 


pment of land 
remises of § 


nciple Outline 

Stirling, 
> bounded by 
Derry’s Clock. 
cks, including 
ry, restaurant 
ges. City A’s 
., Seymour-rd, 
plans for 15. 
_ Corngreaves 


f motor show. 
or Warrington 
Mills, Ltd, 


at Boscaswel} 


ye & H. Hirst 
and Cruick. 
ester, as archi- 


Is in 1955.56 
ishop’s Castle 
ich., Cleobury 
Mod. Sch., 
1. Sch., Pool 
-» Whitchurch 
Sch., Church 
ch. extension, 
in. Sch. 
or four new 
ach for Scar. 
roudfoot and 
Il at Eastfield 


six houses at 
ran. 

ction of com- 
- sch. Work 


ehouses, Pits. 
irkes for erec- 
ish Steel Cor- 
ding for stee) 


r further 25 


‘onsidering ex. 
yne-st. sch, 
Byers Green 


ments at Bas. 
Centre.—TC 
chitect, B. A. 
iverpool. 

approval, TC 
ew municipal 
and will in 
ind BE, also 
tley, 28, The 


East Midlands 

for Central 
liery. Con- 
Pavry, Abbey 


sions at Bow- 
& Co., Ltd; 
ridge Rolling 


Estates, Ltd, 
allion trading 
td. Contract 
y and super: 

Architects, 


ommend put- 
, Ryhope, for 
C. Bishop, 


joiners’ shop 
or rebuilding 


1g programme 
650. Reserve 

County EC 
1 of plan to 
are: Cobham 
, Prim. Sch., 
y. Prim. and 
1 Hythe Cty. 
al secondary 
s’ Cty. Sch, 
4 Sec. Sch. 
roposed Sec. 
vy Cty. Prim. 
sed Cty. Prim. 
sh., £100,000; 
ration block), 
ER.; H 
- Woking RC 
are: Cobham 
East Walton 


for proposed 
eived inquiry 
ate agents, 3, 
its, regarding 
ide of Coast- 


td., Hadrian 
. Station-rd., 














May, 21 1954 


walker-on-Tyne, at £10,000. The firm has had its 
plans approved. 5 4 
Warrington.—BC to negotiate tender with W. Peak, 
17, Church-st., for adaptation of premises at Pinners 
Brow to form new offices. 

West Bromwich.—EC approved sketch plans far 
Gorse Farm cty. prim. sch. and Fir Tree prim. sch. 
Both in 1954/5 programme.—Seek Min. approval for 
erection of inf. welfare centre at Yew Tree estate. 
West Hartlepool. TC negotiatiing price with C. M. 
Yuill, Ltd., builders and contractors, Villiers-st., Wes: 
Hartlepool, for erection of further 48 three-storey 
fats in central area.—Taylor & Evans, builders, 
Flwick-rd., West Hartlepool, to erect 42 houses in 
Mardale-ave. and Berkeley-ave.—Layout plans ap- 
proved for 36 houses in Claremont-dr. for C. M. 
Yuill, Ltd., builders and contractors, Villiers-st., West 
Hartlepool—EC appointed Cairns & Byles, 8, 
Qsborne-rd. , Newcastle-on-Tyne, to be electrical and 
heating consultants for proposed Brierton Cty. Mod. 
§ch.—EC authorised to include in this year’s pro- 
gramme the scheme for replacing of St. Joseph’s RC 
Jon. and Inf. Sch.—TC to spend £28,000 on_pro- 
vision of dwarf walls on housing estates. I. S 
Miles, BE. 

a Hartlepool.—During 1955-56, EC to com- 
mence work on proposed Brierton Cty. Sec. Sch. 
(Stage 1), to accommodate 450 pupils, and St. ‘Teresa’s 
RC Jun. Inf. Sch., to accommodate 280 pupils. The 
proposed Brierton Cty. Sec. Sch. (Stage 2) is on 
reserve list. Boro’ A, A. G. Sinclair, Municipal 
Buildings. : 

Wharfedale.—UDC approved site plan of new sch. 
at Breary-la., Bramhope, for West Riding CC. 
Wores.—EC propose erection of following schs. in 
1955/6 programme:—Sec. schs. at Halesowen, Ten- 
bury (an instalment), Broadwaters and Malvern; an 
extension of Brook-st. sch., Stourbridge, and prim. 
«hs. at Studley-rd., Redditch, Halesowen and 
Hasbury. nae 

Wrexham.—IC propose new civic centre at Llwyn 
Isaf, £80,000 est. 





TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended fer acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of 34 cottages on Section 29 
of the Mastrick housing scheme. Alexander B. 
Gardiner (F.), Council A, Municipal Offices, Broad-st., 
Aberdeen. Excavation, brick, building, cement and allied 
works: *W. & A. Stewart, Ltd., £19,738. Plumbing, 
sanitary engineering and allied works: *Brown Bros., 
Lid., 54, Albert-st., £5,316. Joinery, carpentry, iron- 
mongery and allied works: *James Black, Ltd., Albyn- 
ter, Great Western-rd., £11,178. Plaster, lathing and 
allied works: Arthur Frazer, Froghill-rd., £2,015. 
Slating, roughcasting and allied works: *Whytes 
(Roofing), Ltd., Bishopbriggs Works, Lanarkshire, 
3,137. Painting, decorating and allied works: 
*Alexander Bruce, 501, George-st., £876. Fireplaces 
and allied works: *Robert Smith & Sons, Seafield 
Works, £595. (Others of Aberdeen.) 
Alnwick.—Erection of 11 firemen’s houses at_Aln- 
wick for Northumberland CC. County A, C. C. 
Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. Carse & 
Son, Ltd., Amble, £28,296. 

Banffshire.—Plans prepared for 64 houses, for 
MacDuff Corp. A. L. Miller, Council A, Master of 
Works Offices, MacDuff. 54 houses: *Alexander Hall 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen, 
£79,375. 10 houses, excavation, brick, building and 
allied works: *J. Forte, 14, Institution-st., MacDuff, 
£5,981. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and _ allied 
works: *T, Connel, Duff-st., MacDuff, £1,451. Joinery, 
carpentry, ironmongery, glazing and allied works: *A. 
Buchanan, Frazerburgh, £2,961. Plaster, lathing and 
allied works: *I. G. Cormac, Ltd., MacDuff, £629. 
Slating, roughcasting and allied works: *J. S. Mutch, 
Ltd., MacDuff, £1,778. 

_ Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC agreed to lease two more 
sites to Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., London, for the 
erection of further shops. The architects are L. H. 
Fewster & Ptnrs., 22, Conduit-st., London, W1. 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—The Ministry of Works have 
granted a building licence to W. B. Reid & Co., 
Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the rebuilding of the 

Queen’s Head”? Hotel, Boldon. Architects, P. L. 
Browne, Son and Harding, Pearl-bldgs., Northumber- 
land-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Thomas Clements & Son, 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £16,000. 

Bootle.—Alterations at St. Winifred’s Hotel, Rim- 
tose-rd., for Threlfalls Brewery Co., Ltd.: *F. Clark 
& Sons, Ltd., 191, Heyworth-st., Liverpool 5. 

; ‘on.—Erection of a pair of houses at Corpora- 
tion Farm, Midville, for Corporation: *J. T. Barber 
& Son, £3,559, (Subject to MoH&LG approval.) 

Bradford.—Erection of the residential wing and 
smetubly hall at the Margaret McMillan Training Col- 
re for EC: *M. Harrison & Co., Post Hill Quarries, 
arnley, nr. Leeds, £103,300. 
oputttiste. Erection of 16 flats at Upperby, for Corp.: 

rare Bros., Gilsland, Cumberland, £13,531. 
ow testerfield.—Houses for BC at the Pevensey estate: 
£6830 evill & Sons, Ltd., Sherwood-st., Chesterfield, 

301 (54); *W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd., 155, Dob- 
onit.. Sheffield, £28,352 (22). 
in Peet, —New pavilion at Technical College Play- 
| lelds, for EC: *Knottler & Heron, Ltd., Clifton- 
ville, Northampton, £6,360. 


Coventry.—Erection of 592 dwelli d 78 
at Halls Farm estate, Stoke y Pr cnn to T ny 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £802,739. salts 
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Darlington.—Erection of 30 houses at Newton 
Aycliffe (12), Middleton St. George (10), and Whessoe 
(8) for RDC: *R. Blackett & Son, Ltd., Bondgate, 
Darlington, £40,576. 

Downpatrick (Down).—Erection of 52 dwellings at 
Saul-st. and 28 at Lower John-st. Town S, Irish-st., 
Downpatrick, for UDC. A, Thomas McLean. Quan- 
tities by Wm. H. McEvoy: *Hugh J. O’Boyle, Irish-st., 
Downpatrick, £64,339 (52); £36,736 (28). 

Gateshead.—150 houses on the Blackhill site, 
Corp.: *Dorin & Co., Perth. 

Gateshead.—Erection of three-storey office block for 
Clark Chapman & Co., Ltd., Gateshead. Architect, 
C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*David Glen, Albert-rd., Jarrow. 

Gateshead.—Factory additions, Park-rd., for the Liner 
Concrete Machinery Co., Ltd.: *Thomas Clements & 
Son, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—Erection of garage, store and machine 
shop, Hawks-rd., for E. N. Mackley, Ltd., engineers: 
*Wilsons (Engineers Newcastle), Ltd., Dean-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—Work for TC—Erection of 98 ‘* Orlit ’”” 
houses at Wrekenton: *Tarslag, Ltd., Stockton-on- 
Tees, £125,156. 150 ‘‘ Dorran ”’ houses on the Black- 
hill site: *Tarran & Son, Ltd., Perth, £213,450. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new sec. sch. to be 
erected at Knightswood. John MacNab (F), Educa- 
tion A, Municipal Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow: *James 
Miller & Partners, Ltd., Glasgow and Edinburgh, 
£504,586. 

Golborne.—Erection of 50 houses at the Hampson 
estate, for UDC: *Mr. J. Aldred, £62,976. 

Greenwich.—Erection of eight houses on the site of 
2-22, Ormiston-rd., SE10, for BC. F. Clinch, 
BSc, MICE, MIMunE, BE&S. Quantities by G. F. K. 
White, FRICS: *H. J. Riche & Son, Ltd., Ardmore 
House, Chislehurst, £13,301. 


for 


Guildford.—Erection of dwellings for BC. G. H. 
Causey, AMICE, BE&S. Quantities by F. W. Norris, 
ARICS, J. B. Marks & Ptnrs. 80 houses: *R. F. 


Warry, Ltd., Faggs-rd., Feltham, Middlesex, £100,197. 
24 flats: *W. T. Channing & Sons, Ltd., Hillbridge-rd., 
Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, £24,897. 

Halesowen.—16 houses at Howley Grange estate, for 
TC: *Samuel Parkes (Builders), Ltd., £22,673. 

Harlech.—Erection of new sec. sch., for Merioneth- 
shire EC: *John Hughes (Contractors), Ltd., 12a, Holt- 
st., Wrexham, £167,043. 


Keighley.—Erection of refreshment room and staff 
conveniences at Cliffe Castle estate, for TC: *Moyle & 
Smith, Steeton, £1,994. 

Kincorth.—Plans prepared and approved for 14 
houses. Alexander B. Gardner, FRIBA, Council A, 
Bread-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. Excavation, brick, 
building, cement and allied works: *P. P. C., Ltd., 
415, Union-st., Great Western-rd., £18,958. Plumb- 
ing, sanitary engineering and allied works: *Brown 
Bros., Ltd., 34, Albert-st., £2,715. Joinery, carpentry, 
ironmongery and allied works: *Grey & Brown, Ltd., 
42, Catherine-st., £7,664. Plaster, lathing and allied 
works: *Arthur Frazer, Ltd., Froghill-rd., £1,319. 
Painting, decorating, glazing and allied works: *Alex- 














“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. $. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder’? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and _ the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 is being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 





the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’? The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 


plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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ander Bruce, 501, George-st., £516. Slating, rough- 
casting and allied works: *Whytes (Roofing), Ltd., 
—— Works, Lanarkshire. (Others of Aber- 
deen. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved by the 
Scottish Distillers Co., Ltd., Adelphia-st., Hutches- 
town, Glasgow, for their new bonded warehouse to be 
erected at the Westhorn Farm site, London-rd., Glas- 
gow. Yates, Cook & Darbyshire (F.), architects 43, 
Great Marlborough-st., London: *J. Burley & Sons, 
Ltd., Burley’s Corner, Upper Richmond-rd., London. 

Leeds.—Erection of new public conveniences at Oak- 
wood, for TC: *Samuel Flockton, Ltd., Stoney Rock- 
la., Leeds 9, £5,388. 84 non-traditional houses at 
Stonebridge-la. and Swarcliffe estates for TC: *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £117,576. 

Liverpool.—Conversion of Lark-la. Police Station as 
divisional HQ, for TC: *South End Builders & De- 
corators (Liverpool), Ltd., 81, Greig-st., Liverpool, 
£8,310. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended May 15 

Civil engineering: WHadsphaltic Construction Co., 
Ltd., Ibex House, Minories, London, EC3; James 
Blake, Ltd., 7, Albyn-ter., Aberdeen. Building work: 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 25, Boscowen-st., Truro; 
F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool; Walter 
Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., 49, Queen Victoria-st., 
London, EC4. 

Heating services: Walter Cowen, Ltd., Souldern-rd., 
London, W14. General maintenance work: A. Monk 
& Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington, Lancs; R. Corben 
& Son, Ltd., 5, Castle-st., Dover, Kent. Electrical 
installation services: Holliday, Hall & Stinson, Ltd., 
222, Balham High-rd., London, SW12. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region:— 

Installation of modern system of steam heating at 
Gorton carriage and wagon works: *Brightside Foun- 
dry & Engineering Co., Ltd., 40, Byrom-st., Deans- 
gate, Manchester 3. Renewal of drainage and re- 
ballasting of permanent way between Ingatestone and 
Chelmsford: *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, 
N3. Construction of awning, reconstruction of Egg 
bank and strengthening of existing arches for returned 
empties working at Spitalfields goods depot: *W. & C. 
French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Provision of 
up-goods loop between Purfleet Rifle Range and 
Rainham: *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, 
N3. Provision of down-goods loop between West 
Thurrock Junction and Grays: *Tersons, Ltd., 4, 
Dollis-park, Finchley, N3. 

LCC.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value placed 
by LCC during period ended May 12, 1954 


Painting work at Telferscot prim. and sec. schs., 
Balham, *Chappell Bros., £5,022. Painting works at 
Grove Vale prim. sch., East Dulwich, *F. Allen & 
Sons, Ltd., £4,198. Painting works at Elizabeth 
Barrett-Browning sch., Bow, and Hamlet prim. sch., 
Stepney, *Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., £6,328. 
Painting works at Torriano prim. sch., Kentish Town, 
*F. R. Morgan, Ltd., £3,230. Painting works at 
Whittington prim. sch., N19, *J. Murphy & Son, 
£4,096. Painting works at Rotherhithe prim. sch., 
SE16, *Pugett Construction Co., Ltd., £5,252. Paint- 
ing works at Riverside prim. sch., SE16, *Stoneley & 
Co., Ltd., £4,232. Painting works at Old Oak prim. 
sch. and North Hammersmith sec. sch., *H. Pickrill, 
Ltd., £6,744. Painting works at Mount Pleasant sec. 
sch., E5, *Yates (Bow), Ltd., £2,586. Painting works 
at Highbury Hill high sch., *C. B. King, Ltd., £4,059. 
Painting works at Flint-st. sch., *Stonley & Co., 
Ltd., £4,127. Painting works at Eardley prim. sch., 
SE16, *H. C. Smith & Co., £4,467. Painting works 
at Ebury sec. sch., SW1, *Sykes & Son, Ltd., £2,880. 

Painting works at Cassland sec. sch., E9, *O. H. 
Groves & Co., Ltd., £4,570. Painting works at 
Furzedown prim. sch., SW17, *Cannon & Roaf, Ltd., 
£2,520. Painting works at Heber prim. sch., SE22, 
*Lodge Bros., Ltd., £5,529. Internal and external 
painting and repairs to Brandon Estate, Southwark 
and Camberwell, *Standage & Co., Ltd., Lewisham, 
£5,469. Construction of blocks 7 and 10 of flats 
and other work at Devons Estate, Poplar, *Stewart 
& Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone, £162,426. Painting 
‘yorks at Cobourg prim. sch., Camberwell, *Archi- 
tectural Decorations, Ltd., £4,960. Painting works at 
Caldwell and Reay prim. schs., Lambeth, *A. 
Cameron, Ltd., £4,051. 

Painting works at Amberley prim., John Aird prim. 
and sec., and Kemble sec. schs., Paddington, *T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., £6,225. Painting works at 
Tower Bridge prim. sch., *G. Potton & Sons, Ltd., 
£4,064. Painting works at Launcelot prim. sch., 
Lewisham, *Halse & Sons, Ltd., £3,120. Painting 
works at Hotham prim. sch., Wandsworth, *F. G. 
Minter (Decorators), Ltd., £5,258. Painting works at 
Chelwood nursery and Turnham prim. schs.. Lewis- 
ham, *Painting and Maintenance Contractors, Ltd., 
£3,748. 

Painting works at Gordonbrock prim. sch., Lewis- 
ham, *Robinson Bros. (Colliers Row), £4,002. Paint- 
ing works at Stuart prim. and sec. schs., Lambeth, 
*H. T. Oliver & Son, Ltd., £5,814. Painting works 
at Sloane sch., Chelsea, *C. & T. Painters, Ltd., 
£7,183. Manufacture, supply, maintenance, etc. of 
two 30-person type electric passenger lifts for installa- 
tion at Sydenham cnty. sec. sch., *Bennie Lifts, Ltd., 
£7,640. 

(London (MOW).—Contracts 
during week ended May 8:— 

London: Battersea, SW11, Erection of temporary 
sorting office, Ford & Walton, Ltd., 3, Buckingham 


placed by MOW 
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Palace-gdns., London, SWI. Berkshire: Broadmoor 
Institution, Crowthorne, Erection of 12 houses and 
external works, Boyd & Murley, Ltd., 87, London-rd., 
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ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
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SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
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Cumberland: Post Office Garage, 
Durran Hill, Harraby, Carlisle, Adaptations, The 
Building & Repair Co., 15a, John-st., Caldergate, 
Carlisle; Ministry of Supply, Greengarth Hostel, 
Holmrook, Internal redecoration and external paint- 
ing, Reid Bros., 22, Bank-st., Carlisle. Dorsetshire: 
Ministry of Works, Higher Wincombe Farm, Shaftes- 
bury, Dorset, Erection of new cowhouse, etc., E. H. 
Burgess, Ltd., 34, Grosvenor-gdns., London, SWI. 

Norfolk: Post Office Eng. Depot, Norwich, Stage 1, 
phase 1, external services and oil stores, R. G. Carter, 
Ltd., Low-rd., Drayton, Norwich. Nottinghamshire: 
Rampton, nr. Retford, Nottingham, One pair houses 
at Rampton Hospital, A. Richmond & Sons, West-st., 


Reading, Berks. 


Retford, Notts. Roxburghshire (Scotland): HPO, 
Hawick, Reconstruction of sorting office, 3 ess 
Wood, Bow Butts, Albert-pl., Galashiels. Surrey: 


Min. Agriculture and Fisheries, Veterinary Laboratory, 
Weybridge, Erection of two Dutch barns, garage and 
tank tower, Groggon & Co., Ltd., Poyle-st. Works, 
Colnbrook, Bucks. Warwickshire: NSHC, Brooklands 
Hostel, Coventry, Internal decorations,, Clark & Fenn, 
Ltd., 183, Springfield-rd., Birmingham, 13. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended May 8:— 

Essex: Painting, J. W. Druce & Co., Ltd., London, 
SE9. Norfolk: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W9. Kent: Reslating roofs, Roberts Adlard 
& Co., Ltd., Maidstone; Painting, T. H. Kenyon & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W9. 

Sussex: Building work, Keith Andrew & Co., Ltd., 
Worthing. Cheshire: Building, Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd., Liverpool 19. Shropshire: Road 
repairs, Penmaenmawr & Trinidad Lake Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., Liverpool 2. Somersetshire: Painting and 
decorating, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford 
Heath. Gloucestershire: Roofing, H. E. Green & 
Sons, Fishponds. 

Maidenhead.—Extensions to Hewens_ Garages, 
Maidenhead. Architects, Hatchard-Smith & Bertram, 
F/ARIBA, 11, Haymarket, London, SW11. Quantity 
Surveyors, Mager & Greenaway, 52, Castle-st., Read- 
ing, Berks: *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Maidenhead, 
£13,436. 

Manchester.—Erection of a new TA centre at Belle 
Vue-st., Gorton: *Wm. Thorpe & Son, Ltd., Chester- 
rd., Old Trafford, Manchester. 

Manchester.—285 houses at Langley estate, Middle- 
ton, for TC: *Direct Labour. 


Middlesbrough.—Construction of RC Church, partly 
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in ‘‘ Orlit’’ construction and partly traditional, jy 
Amersham-rd. Architect, Thomas A. Crawford, 9 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowes. 
field-la., Stockton-on-Tees. } 

and four 


Newmarket.—Four bungalows lock-up 
shops with maisonettes over in Freshfields, for UDC 
P. D. Lees, architect, Council Offices, Severaj 
House:— 

Bury St. Edmunds Development Co., Ltd., 

Bury St. Edmunds Ke eg poe -» £16,247 
Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., Cambridge .. -. 15,00 
George Calverley & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., 

Leicester ae i ne ae 14,983 

*Fuller & Blackwell, Burwell, Cambs .. 14,400 


Peterlee.—Erection of five shops and flats at Chape| 
Hill for Peterlee Development Corporation, Shottop 
Hall, Castle Eden: *Veti & Edwards (Builders), Ltd, 
3, Eden-terr., Durham-rd., Sunderland. 

Quarnford (Derbyshire).—Erection of a new Village 
hall for Village Hall Committee: *Voluntary Labour 

Sheffield.—Houses for TC:—Eight at Horningloy. 
rd.: *Bailey & Martyn, Ltd., £11,197. Eight at Do 
Royd-cres. and 15 at Collinson-rd. and Buchanan-rq,: 
*Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., £10,092 and £16,980, 12 
at Bowden Wood-rd.: *W. Memmory & Sons, Ltd, 
£11,721. (All of Sheffield.) 22 dwellings at Tunwell. 
ave., Parsons Cross estate: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd, 
£25,028. 

Southborough.—Erection of 10 houses at Chestny. 
ave., Southborough. Howes & Jackman, architects, | 
Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, London, WC1. Quanti. 
ties by E. C. Harris & Partners: *Wm. Ellis (Etching. 
ham), Ltd., Etchingham, Sussex, £13,948. 

Southwark.—Erection of 12 maisonettes, 12 shops 
and 15 lock-up garages in Westmoreland-rd. and Red 
Lion Mews, for BC: {F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, G 
Suffolk-st., Southwark, SE1. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Following for’ TC:—39 dwell. 
ings at Falcon Lodge estate: *Butler Bros. (Birming. 
ham), Ltd., 150, Sutton-rd., £53,300. 26 dwellings a 
Boldmere-rd.: *Davis & Son (Builders), Ltd., Chester. 
rd., £23,780. Six at Cottage-la.: *A. E. Jones, 37, 
Hansons Bridge-rd., £8,028. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Reconstruction of Mansfield. 
ave. and Langley-ave., for TC. Plans by BE: *Direc: 
labour, £9,700. 

Wallasey.—18 bungalows at Greenheath Way site 
for BC: *J. H. Waring, Prenton-rd. West. Liverpool, 
£16,910. 

Workington.—Erection of an engineering depot, 
garage and workshop at the head post office at Work- 
ington: *Gordon Durham & Co., Ltd., 57, Station-rd., 
Workington. 

York.—New jun. dept. at Hob Moor prim. sch., for 
yo — Aeroplane Co., Ltd., Weston-super-Mare, 
£68,937. 
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